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CHARACTER READING IN JULIUS CAFSAR.

Tiiere is no art
To flnd the inind's construction in the lace."

M'acbeli, Acl z, Sceyte IV.

" Xour face, miy diane, is as a book w'here meni
May read strange miatters.-

ilfacbelli, Alct z, Scepte M.

HAKESPEARE is such a miaster of consistency that lie
seldom contradiets himself. Xret ini the two quotations
above, bath of whiich are taken from the same play,
there is an ev\ 1dent conitradiction. if w~e accept the

first maxim, which is uttered by Duncan on learning that Cawdor

has been a traitor, a circumstance that is well calculated to justify
the truth of the exclamation, wve must reject the secdnd, which is
expressed by Lady Macbeth, when she encounters lier husband
nervously excited by the thoughit of the murderous designs against
the king, ta which she afterwards wvorks hirn. Howvever, 1 do not
think the two quatations iiîdicate an inconsistency in Shalcespeare's
niind, but that, siîîce they are expressed by twa different charac-
ters, they only serve ta illustrate the varying opinions that are
commonil held regarding character-reading.

To read the mental capacity of a inan, or the good or evil
designs of bis hieart, from an observation of his physiognomny or
an examination of his activity or works, is a faculty conimon tz

ahl, in a measure. Were it otherwise, aur lives would be one con-
tinuous chaiti of surprises and astonishments. In ordinary matters
wve usually judge correctly. When our friend does us a gý7ood turn,
we accept it as a m atter of course, because it coincides with our
opinion already forrned of hiiin, that there is a vast region of
charity in his heart, which nmust periodically produce material
fruits. When we see a life-long acquaintance become aur bitterest
enemy, wve take it logically, because, on a little reflection wve see
that hie neyer did a kind act towards us, neyer even wished us
wvell. On this accaunt surprises in aur judgments of ordinary

men and everyday affairs are the exception instead of the rule.


