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NEWS OF THE MINES,

IN THE BOUNDARY COUNTRY.

Mining Developmer . of a Permanent Charac-
ter and on a Substantial bhasls.

The enthusiasm thigughent the Boundary
country, over the enorrwusly rich showings
being made on our pr.ncipal mines and
prospects, continues unabaled—is rather in-
creased If anything—as winter draws on.
Each week marks some new strike which

impresses 1nore firmly than ever upon the
people of the district the fact that we have
here one of the most wonderful mineral dis-
tricts in the world. . .

This consistantly increasing faith 1s evi-
denced by . the substantial nature of the
towns which are springing up all over the
district.

Nowhere n a mining country can be
found better or more solidly built towns
than are Grand Forks aund Greenwood to-
day; while Phoemix and Iholt are examples
of the marvelous progress possible in a
rich de\.loping mining country. In both of
these places, which were but one short year
ago practical wildernesses, there have sprung
wito existence flourishing towns, with large,
handsome business houses and giving every
evidence of permancnce and  substantiality.
And nowhere in the country can be found a
people with firmer faith in the future of
their  respective towns than 1 the vlaces
jus. above named.

Another evidence of the faith reposed 1
the future of the nunes here is the almost
unprecedented amount of deveiopment  heing,
done in all parts ot the district and mn the
vast amounts of numme machinery heing
installed on properties in various sections
of the country

Two years ago there was hardly a  picce
of machinery in operation on a mineral pro-
perty in this distnict, while to-day there 1s
hardiy a prospect of anv importasnice but has
machinery  of some sort cither already 1n
operation or in contemplation for the uear
future. This machinery ranges al’ the wayv
from the big comnressor and ho'sting plant
of the B C ., which will permit of the pro-
perty being svorked to a depth of 1,000 feet
vertical depth, down to lie little horse
whim of the prospector why has not the
capital to purchase machinesy  but  who
piesses his pack horse int. service to help
him open up lis clamm sufficiently to attract
the attention of capital.

Only last week machinerr to the amount
of many thousands of dollars was contract-
ed for, to he mstallvt on different proper-
ties in the Boundary just as soon as it can
possibly be manufactured and delivered here.
anu the ageut {or one of the higgest and
most important companies tacaged in the
manufacture of nmuning machinery *ip  Can-

ava, said in an interview here that he could
dispose of twenty tmes as much machinery
were his company capable of producing It,

In addition to this there are over 160
properties in this vicinity which have been
cquipped with machinervy of one kind and
another.

Up the North TFork alone over a dozen
properties bave cither installed compressors,
oists and pumping plants or have them or-
dered, while there are twice as many con-
templating  the  fnmnediate purchase of a
mant of some kind.

When it Is considered that the great de-
velopment already ovident here has taken
place in the face of the greatest difMicultics,
including lack of trausportation, high
reight rates, etc., it is easy for the think-
mg man to foresee what is alead of the
country now that railway connection wwith
the outside world has actually been secured.

The Columbia aud Western is now engaged
in laying its spur lines into the various
catmps and it is safe to scy that never be-
fore in the history of mining has a railway
given the mining properties of a new dis-
trict such  universally good and impartial
treatment, for not only have the spurs been
built right up to the dumps, but in many
cases the graders have opened up new and
valuable ledges, bhitherto unknown to exisi
upon the properties.

Among the claims upon which such strikes
have been made may be mentioned the Jean-
aie May, Oro Denoro, Emma, Main, Golden
Crown, Winmpeg, Hartford, Snowshoe and
a dozen of- others all of which have thus
had thousands of dollars worth of develop-
ment gratuitously done for them by the rail-
way company.

This branch of the C.P.R. has been with-
out a doubt one of e 1most expensive
picces ot railway ever constructed, still the
company expresses itself satisfied with the
tnvestment. And well it may be for there
s enough tonnage in sight in this district
tu pay for the road in ore haulage alone, to
say nothing  of the freighting of supplies
and machinery into the country.

A vear ago we estimated the possible out-
put of this district at considerably less than
5,000 tons per day, and for our pains were
laughed at as entirely too optimistic  Yet
the development of the past 12 months have
proven that our claims were rather pessi-
mistic than otherwise Two ropertics
alone, the Ironsides and Knob Hil,, will
soon be in readiness to produce one third of
the dafy tonnage we figured as possibie for
the entire district a yvear ago, and the Mo-
ther Lode and Morrison will produce as
much more. The B. C. has contracted for
the shipment of 60,000 tons of ore and the
Winnipeg for nearly 200,000, while there are
seve'al score of other properties which will
do equally as well.

Two years ago hardly a property in the
district had a shaft down to the 100 foot
depth while today the 300 foot level is
covsidered the commencement of active de
velopment. And the beauty of the whole
thing is that the ore values invariably in-
crease as depth is attained, thus giving en-
couragement for still deeper investigation.

It might be said that eastern capital has
but recently become igterested in this see-
tion and in most cases the investments have
increased in value to many times the ori-
ginal outlay. And as yet there are compa-
rativeiy few of the notable properties deve-
loped past what can rightly be called the
prospect stage. There are in this district
right at the present time better opportuni-
ties for profitable investment than have ever
existed  heretofore; therefore, when every-
thing is taken into consideration, there is
sinall wonder that the feith of our people
in t?:le district is so universal and desp
seated.

THE {OSSLAND DISTRICT.

Rossland, B C, Nov. 25 —The week has
been a quiet one in the camp. Work has

been progressing in all the properties as
usual. The shipments for week cnding Nov-
cmber 5, aggregate 4,881 tons, making an
tvern. ¢ output  of 608 tons. The Monte
Chriswo Is to robegin work at once, and as
a reilway is now being comploted for shi{;
ping purposes, it is presumed that shipmen

will also begin again. Therec have been
many rumors concerntng the Evening Star
Company, but nothing ~defnite has been
given out beyond the fact that arcangements
arc belng made to actively work the mine
ant recommence shipping this month. Ap-
pended is a detailed statement approximated
‘of the output of ore from Rossland camp
{ordtlie week ending November 33, and year
o date:

Mine Week. Year.
Le Roi .. oo i o e oo 3,804 88,502
War Eagle . ... ... ... .. 1,800 57,548
Iron Mask ... .. ... .. ... 6,001

180
Livening Ster . oy —— 1,088

Deer Park ... ... ...

18

Centre Star ... ... ... ... ... 540 12,403
Columbia-Kooteray ... . . .. —m 111
Virginia... ... ... .., ——— 100
Mountain Trail ... ... ... ..... —_— 20
) D GO RO 75
COXCY cevier evree et e e e, —_— 20
Total ... veeee eveee v s 4,884 160,035

SLCCAN STRIKE CONTINUES.

““There is absolutely no truth in the re-
port from New Denver that the Slocan
strike 15 over, and that the Payne has en-
gaged a force of union men at the old
wages..”’ Thus said L. B. Keyser, yester-
day, on the authority of M. Hand, superin-
tendent of the Payne. .

"I cannot tell you,” continued Mr. Key-
ser, “tlle importance it is to the province
to have the strike ended. If it had not been
for that labor trouble Slocan would have
astonished the world this year. Ore would
have come pouring out. Now the district is
quiet, and no ore is being shipped. Unless
something is done the present state of in-
activity will continye.”

Speaking of employment of Italians, he
said: "Only three came into the district.
Mine owners don't want that sort of men,
they want good miners."”

Mr. Keyser also spoke of the matter from
't'he poiut of view of the miners themselves.

We want over $3.50 per day. Are not we
worth it? they will say: "Yes, I am
quite willing to pay you §3.50 for ten hours
work,' but not for eight,” the owner will re-
ply. I don't care how long it is. I would
Just as soon be in the tunnel as in the bunk
house,” is the answer of the miner, accord-
')'ng to Mr. Keyser, and that gentleman adds:

‘e want this strik. over. When the Boer
war is finished there is going to be a big

ptxq}'ement in mining, and we want to be in
1.

GOLDEN RIVER QUESNELLE.

Vancouver, B.C., Nov. 26.—A few months
ago the sharcholders of the Golden River
Quesnelle were asked to contribute a  fur-
ther sum Of money in order to complete
work at the mine. Af€ter some difficulty a
small amount was raised and notling more
was heard of the concern. Now, however,
news of a startling nature has Jjust been re-
ceived from F. C. Vernon, chairman of the

company, who announces that the company
i1s ruined.

" ESTELLA GROUP BONDED.

A Fort Steele despatch says: One of the
most promising mining deals which has been
made in this section is the bonding of Estel-
la Group of scven claims to an English cor-
poration for the amount approaching $150,-
000. Detalls of the transaction have not
been made known. The propeity consists of
Estella, Rover, Skylark, Cashier, Alice, Dog
Star, and Mountain Daisy cfaims.




