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flot caiculateti to excite the noblest instincts
of aur nature, will be entirely done away with.
But, thero were ether amusements pecu-
linr to this holiday season, in which the yeung
chiefly deliglited anti, we regret to say, these
few years ptîst have become totaliy forgotten.
Evorything at last must yield te the inexor-
able iaw cf custonm and time.

But chiefly we delighitot to recall the associa-
tions connecteti %ith the demesatie circle as wel
as the aut-deor amusements of this season In
days gene by. Witlî whiat eestatic joy we re-
ceiveti those tokeris of affection anti remeni-
brance froni kinti anti loviag hearts. They are
ail forgetten now, andi te denors have silently
departeti; but these thiing8 can touch us ne
more Nvith, the joy they once revealed. We are
growing olti now, anti the conscieusaess of this
fact sentis at times, a sharp thrill of pain te the
heart. The first awakcning of this trutli is ai-
ways sutiden, and causes sad andi mournful
reflections. And why shouiti it net bo se, wlien
one remembers the past? The thoughitlessness
and levity cf yeuth, with its romantie visions,
loves anti hopes, centrast tnest painfully with
the wistiom anC. experience we have learneti in
a later seheol. But the feeling of growring oId
touches net ail alike. Soîne persons are old ia
bodiy but young in mind; it is youthi's ft'esliness
anti elasticity of tetaper, comnbineti with kintily
feelings, that they have not lest. To senie, the
quiek sense cf physical dcay, brings withi it a
certain feeling of despoatiency anti glooni, titat
throws a cioud ever their happîest heurs.

'Tle first appearance of crow's feet round the
corners ef the oye, or the faînt linos cf care or
eorrow upon the brew, makes many who have
been regartiet as handsome, satidencti and de-
presset in spirit. Anti what mournful refc-
tiens nmust that devotee te fasîtion ami lilersure
have, who once celebrated for biauty, wanders
thtrcugh the bail recta or saloon, with the con-scieusness cf charms lest te lier forever, and
fanding tîxat homage wliich suie was wont te re-
ceive, paid te ethers. Anti can anything be
more painful te witness tian tite frivolous oc-
cupation anti vain arts whicli sonie cmploy to
preserve titeir beauty. We ask te reader, do
net these titings go far te deternîine anti reveal
the prominent traits cf character ? Thiat kindly
andi beautiful writcr, the autitor cf the recolîc-
tiens of a Country l'arson, who deals se char-
itably anti ieaiently witlî the tailings and imper-
fections cf humnan nature, bias written mest
giowvingly upon this tîtene, andi te hlm, do wo
direct te attention cf car readers. Thrie
htappy is lie wlio still preserves, as tue seamons
roil round and old age cetues on, the freshaess
anti vivacity of feeling, -%viicii atiorned bis
clîiltiheod.

At Luis season iL is pleasing, ia te yoting, te
witness the exîtuberance of spirit, anti flow of
entotion whticl the olti evinc. Lt partakes of
something cf the feeling cf tîteir earler years.
How many an olti man's hearc is gladdteneti
witlt the recollcrions of briglit spots, oasis, se

ta speak ini the barren desert of the pust, which
the festivities of theso holidays roveal ta his
memory. Oli tige, s0 often altied witlî all th9at
is forbidden in mannor, grows young again.
The heart breaks out in &allies of wit, anti with
feelings of gocti humour, mnirthfulness andi love.
Surrounded with the innocent gaiety andi confi-
ding looks of childhood, tite smiies of frientis
anti relatives, bis heart awakens to feelings of
deepe8t joy. lHe knuws what life is, its warp
and woof woven of tnany colours. Ho reniem-
bers too, te visions of its earlier yeara-tho
smiies titat enchant and the hupes that duceive,
and te lmi the sublime ode of Wordsworth
revcais its inost hitidea ieaaning-

"Tho clcuds that gathor round the setting
San do take~ a sob or colourIng froin
An oye that hath kopt watch o'er
Man's niortallty 1",

Ia Germaay, Christmas andi Newf Year is
celebrateti withi even more joyousness than it is
witlî us. The customs of the people romain the
saine frein year te year, and the winter houi-
c'liys are associateti withi the wildest hilarity
Pndjocund mirth. Naturaliy home ioving, the
Germans ding with devotien te the institutions
and etistoms of tie Fatlîorland, and though
transported by exile to other climes, preserve
througli every vicissitude of fortune, that intense
feeling of patrietisia wlîich comforts andi sus-
tains thein. Ia this respect they much resein-
bic the Scotch. At the present time, especially
in Engiand anti Ainerica, the mardi of civiliza-
tien is rapid, while science, art anti letters,
are breaking dewn those barriers anti distinc-
tions in Society tîtat tend cemnpletely te impreve
the inanners, customs anti tastes of the people.
In consequence of aIl this, Christmas and New
Year, as days of festivity, mirth andi pleasure, is
we think, every year beconiing less ebserveti.
This is an age of deep and earnest purpose,
whien science andi art are mnaking great dîttea-
veries andtimhprevements, andi, wlten the whole
energies of mnan seem to be devotu-d te the ac-
cumiulation o)f inaterial wealtli.

To titis fact, we ewe that sceptical anti in-
credulous spirit which sceins te characterize
the agt. lt, is dominant in religion, art anti
letters. Mea nowadays seeni te revere nething;
customs and institutions tiîey scatter te the
winds; idols they have none-save that; of the
collessai marmen. The spirit of vetieration
seemns te have givea place te one of doubt, un-
belief, anti utepian rcform, and ailying itself
withi intelligence andi wisdom, will, ne doubt, de
inueh towards the future amelioration anti im-
provement of the race. But with att our boast-
eti wisdom, it is a strange principie of human
nature that, as the years roll on, anti olti age
advances, we are more disposed te ignore the
present anti to doc homage te the past. Neyer-
theless, those linoes cf distinctions, which) seeni
te lieparate tue twe great classes of the humaan
family, anti whiliî, ia Politics are knewn under
the names of Whig and Tory, seem te be fast
fading into each ether, or in ether werds-com-
pletely changing. Men are every year beeom-


