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270D'S ADYEN2'URES. where wvas noV over probable. Besides, ho the door oponed five minutes later, and a
was hungry, and the cold severe. However, grave, elderty gentleman t.ook has ueat at the

From the beginning of his life Tud wvas a ho wvcnt on again tili hie came to a quaint old desk. If Tod hiad beon lesaq hungry ho would
most unfortunato cat. When lie was thrco bouse, wvit1i small wvindow panes, and queer not have movcd at ail, but aftcr ho had
da.ys old his muothor pushed hiiîi out of the littie gables un the rouf, that :seeiiued as dii- wvatched the - scratch, s4cratch " of the pen for
basket aud growl*ed at bim fiercely. apidated as hof was. Tud crept up to an open a liaif heur, ho ventured a timid *«Meow."

The eildron settled bis carcer by calling1 winduw and inspected it. Ho ticrarnbled tu The ge~ntlemnan glanced about the room in
him bomely, and nu onu ovtr noticed, as timo the tsili ty meanb of the uld ivy vines and ailae l liHe vasn't a lover of eatu, and
went on, that ho wvas the first to wvash his looked into tho room. NoV a 8eul within 1 took urnbrage at once.
face, to find his claws and play witb bis4 tail. Tod untercd. He hitd novur 8uen anything -Meuw-uieuw," cried Ted, louder than be-

Bath his sisters had golden-culoured oyes, quite liko it in bis lifo. Thero wab une easy fore, but mutiunilebs St.ill.
but Tod's wero a
faded blue. Then,
thougli he was black
and white like the
rest, bis spots hiad
provokingly 8ettled
in the most unibe- -- Q

f coming places; one
on the tip of bis tail,
one on bis noso, and - -

thé rest bit ornmiss -'

over bis body.
It wasn't, naturel 1SLRDS S]

that any cat should~' THE OLD CL

endure such snub- *' TFOR HIW(.Y il

bing as bie reooived. JZCALLS J
He had a good con- L-

science, aud knew ho
had always made legs Ç
trouble than his two
sister pussies. He
gave Up inany a rnce }VHIT SOPr<i

dish for them, and lie fE.- èivz

would sit thiuking
wben they were aV
play. This was an-
other thing against
hlm. They said lie
hadn't any fun iu
hlm, and was just a
bomely, poky ikitten.
Tod couldn't help .. ~
two unbecoming -'

tears at that. His
mother told hima to I
get out of the sun or . J], ,..

bis eyes would bc
weak, and bis sisters
stared at hlm tiUl he
went off by binseif __- q .
and wanted to die or
run away.

Ho crept out in the --

yard after a timo,
feeling vcry wretch -
ed indeed. The chil- --
dren tormented him
from morning till night; ho had Vo sleep in
the cold corner of the basket, scarce]y had
enougli to eat, while ho hoard vague sugges-
tions of riversand water casks that filled bim
with terror. So ho decided Vo run away. It
was a cold December morning that Tod set
ont to find a honme. Dogs teased. hum, teanis
frightened him, boys stoned hlm, but Tod
kept resolutely on through the snow for a
mile. Thon, safe froni the city noises, ho sat
down ' to think He had never been more

chair, to be sure, aud a few cheerful plants in
an opposite wiudow, but the walls wcre lined
wvith straigbt walnut cases full of books.

'Ail books 1 I thougbt Tod, with some dis-
gust, and ]ooked about in searcb of a cozy
corner for hiniseif. He waiked over a table
of papers, examined a green iron frog that ho
couldn't sce auy use for, and tipped over a
waste-paper basket, but ne nook Vo bis liking
appeared.

Then Tod really showed huiseif a genlus.

Slowly the stray-
ing eyes camne back
Vo the desk-to the
pigeon bole,und wcre
transfixed. Tod did

( not move, aud didn't
know how Vo explain
bis presence.

"lWell, I declare 1
Bless my soul! " ex-

~ ~JCQCK.claimed the worthy
t gentleman,aud push-

\ cd back his glasses.
"Maria ! Maria!"

RU '. ho called, and as the
'j< door opened, IlHow

did Vhis happen"
~ ~ and lie pointed out

4' ~Tod to theastonished

"Window!" said
-. Maria, shortly.

"Ah! Vo be sure,"
1 replicd the gentle-

manu. "lTake it, wasb
it, give it sorne milk,
bring it back."1

N- Maria obeyed, sud
added a blue ribbon
Vo Tod's neck. Tod

.1~ gravely crawled into
bis pigeon-bole once
more.

I I "Why, what shail
~~ I do with my papers,

1~ you Young parasite,
if you occupy that ~

- asked the gentleman-
-- -~'.~ -But Tod didxi'tmove.

- -- "Maria, bring me
Il' a piece of flannel."1

Maria understood,
anHI sd returned wlth a

- _______square of light bine.
Shie settled it under
Tod. Tod purred bis
satisfaction, and the

gentleman went on with bis writing. Tod
stili occupies the study-an immense fe ;z h
ie now, weighing thirteen pounds, aud gravely
watches the conclusion of a novel, and often
decides the fate of a heroine by bis humour,
so bis master says.

Ho is a prime favourite, with the fauaily,
while it is privately admitted that the gentle-
man, a very wise aud quiet person usualiy,
talks more nonsense with Tod daily, and takes
more satisfaction iu ,jesting with hlm than ho

than presentable as Vo appearance, and now 'R Holimbed again Vo the table, found au empty often does in a coxnpauy of learned doctors,
with one car tomn, a lame foot sud tuftsl of pigeon bole, sud crawied iu. There nover was and, most remarkable of ail, ho owns it. So
fur misaing, the prospect of a welcome any- 1a more demure iookiug kitten, 1 am sure, when you sce Tod is at st appreciated.


