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P'LE RELIINS 0F THIE IJ'ORLD.*

Bv FIi)ELIS

la is ouly withiu recent years, and tea
great exacua through tht influence of Prof.
Max Muller, abat the study ai Comparative
Religion bas received anyabing like the
attention la deserves. Tht beliefs wbicl
bave nourisbed tht religions life 0f se many
millians ai aur fttlow men shauld have a
profound interest for every lover of human-
îty, especîatly to believers lu abat Holy
Gospel which came ta earah beralded by ahe
proclamation oai "gaod-wilI ta men." As
Max Muller lately observed lu an article in
the Arena, tht Parliament ai Religion beld
at Chicago, lu 1893, was an Ilepacb-mak-
ing " event, unparalleîcd in tht history af
tht world, and tending greatly ta promote
amang tht nations an intelligent interest ln

religions other tban their own. We arc
apata appreciate tht gain lu this respect to
tht votantes ai other religions mucb marc
than ta ourselves. Yet, lu aur owu day, it
is ai speciat importanc -abat Christians
should have some intelligent knowledge af
tht ther great histaricdi taiahs, lest they
fatI irto tîther of twa ex'reres-on tht ane
baud that oftcantempaunusvy iguoring other
religions and tht trutbs which they contaiu,
or, on tht other, zealonsly put befote us by
papular and plausible wri c rs-thus pointeti
out by Principal Grant in tht introduction
ta the adm'rable littlr. b.ol, belote us:

" %\hrn %-i rt.igttnbaie considered legial-
mate praducas ai that faitb lu an unseen
whacb is recognized as an esseutial part ai
man's constitution, thet endency an tht
part af basty generatizers is ta assume that
Chrisaianity can bave no special dlaim, and
abat tht diffrences between la and other
religions are mcrely accidentaI. Tht truc
way ta meci criicism ai this kind is nat by
taking np a phanîsaic attitude towards other
religi3ns, but bV nsiuting a thnrough and
impartial examination and comparisan ai
aIl." And the general reader wba would
be sareîy perplexed ta choose among the
mass ai literature rectntly pnblisbed on this
great subject, could not do better than take
Principal Grant's vtrv comprebensive and
suggesaive book as an introduction andi
guide ta the general knowledge wbich bc
seeks. Tht book, is intendeti, primarily, as
an aid ta Ilguiîds " and ather classes of in-
telligent young students towards some de-
funite knowledge ai tht subieca. Tht authar,
afier some valuabît general remarks on tht
uuiversality ai tht religions instinct Lu man,
and the proof la affords ai man's high dig-
niai' and '"chiei cnd' -the basi tmoral
tmutb which is comman tua ahiormns of erg-
auizcd religion, and tht general relation bc-
awetn Judaismn and Christianity-procceds
ta give a general outdine ai tht history and
aeachiug ai eacb of the great histeri.c relig-
ions - Mobammedanism, Confucianism,
Fliiuism, and Buddism-witb a mosa iu-
terestiug analysis ai tht strength and weak-
ntss ai each, especially as contrasted with
tht tuIler ligha of aur own haly religion.

The chapters an Mohammed and bMa-
hamnaedauismn are specially iteresting ta
thase who have aiten been puzzled by "tht
strange spectacle ai a religion coming loto
beiug iu tht clear ligbt ai day." Tht tonnd-
er of no religion bas been sa persistenily
inisuoderstood as thet (ander af Islam.
Carlyle said, even lun bis day, abat, in tht
general opinion, Mohammed ilwas smply a
scbemiug impastor, and bis religion a mis-
erable piece of spiritual legerdemnain."1
And there are prabably mny who think se
still. Ta sncb we would commend whaa we
believe ta bc tht truc picture, given by Dr.
Grant, ai tht carnest contemplative yaung
enthusias-af bis years in the soîcrun
solitudes ai the desert-liIce another Eliah
or John tht Baptist, absorbed lu meditation
ou greai unsecn realtits, ai bis elsgust Wiah

'The Rctiaint oficah Wortd fDy G. M. Grant,

tht idotatries and crude religious cotictP'
taons ai the surrounding tribes, witb their
debased Judaism or perveraed ChristLauity,
ot bas self'consecratioa ta the ivarship aif tht
truc God, as lie was cnabled ta oiccive
lm, af bis faithfulness ta bis convictions

a and stlf-lmposed mission lu tht face ai
F. danger and persecution, and af tht depart-
'eutc or Hegîra ta Medina, whtre he was ta
e find refuge and promulgate the tentas of tht
b new religion, declining, however, (rom tht
y original puriay of his lite unaer the insidious
ainfluences af power and prosptrity. As re-
j.gards tht wonder.tul rapidity with wbich the
ynew religion spread itself ahrough Asia

e Minar, Southeru Europe and Nortbern
ýsAfrica, and the vitality it bas since main-
a tained, Dr. Grant's explanation mnetas tht

d conditions ai tht problemri and wilh satisty
*most thoughttîal readers. We can anly
fquote a sentence or two, but this will sng-

2 gest its Ues:
1 "The jew refused the guidance ai his
own prophets wbo would have led hîm to
tht Christ ; and the Christian severed the
truth ai Jesus frorn lite, torgetting that tht

teternal meauing otf ils name is that Ht is
5tht Lord ai ahis wnrld, ýbat His ule extends
fover it, and tbat Hils kingdomn is ta bc ln

deed as well as lu creed, lu power and not
lu barren) profession. Mohammed was

rquite sure that this world is God's world,
that God is its sovereigu, that man's place
ln la is ta bc a servant oi Gad, and that hie
h ad thîs message tram God ta deliver ta bis
countrymen, and ta aIl men. Cbristendom
will fait lu attracting Mohammedans untal it
re-asserts this message with apostalac
power, and 15 alsa truc ta tht special princi-
pIes ai the religion ai jesus, as Mohammed-
aushavebeenta tht truth of the sovereignayof
God.' As theadvocates of Islam have, of ate,
came ta tht front in many directaons, la is
well abat Christians shonld have saime de-
fuinte conceptions as to bath tht strengtb and
weakness af this wide-sptead and aggressive
religion.

lu tht chapters on Contucianism, Dr
Grant takes us aver tht bistury ai L.antu-
cius, and af the wondertul way iu which bie
moulded tht beliets and lite ai tht Chinese,
as t would almost seemn for ail time. Ht
shows, iu a striking way, tht cantrast be-
tween tht matter-of-fact, prosaic Confuci-
us, witb bis Benjamin Franklin pbîlasopby,
and tht more spirit ually.manded Lao-Tse,
wbose deeper knowledge ai buman nature
tanght hlm the tutility ai seeking ta change
la by mete extemnal mIles ai conduca, and
gave him a glimpse ai tht nccessity for a
spiritual regeneratian. The doctrinaires of
aur owu day, wbo imagine anat, by a mate
complett educatien -and asecular ont at that
-ail tht evils ai socitty are going ta bc weed-
cd ont, might gain a nteded tesson tram this
brie( record of tht signal tailure ai tht great
experimena ai Confucius and its esuittlu
tht presenat moral condition ai tht Chinese.
As aur author says : " Tht fact ai tht fait-
rire of Confucianism is patent. The causes
ai its tailure art that Confucius based
re-ligion o-- man, and ignored God. Couse-
quently, hee bad only an inadequate concep-
tion ai man's real dignity,hut alsoapoorideal
for man, white bis religion was destiaute ai
spiritual dynamîc. In personal union with
God is ont truc dignity and the plcdge that
tht indîvîdual and society shaîl go on ta
perfection."

QI tht complex beliets af Hiuduism, it is
possible, iu so strait campass, ta Rive only a
bare outtine, but a connected and coberent
outlint will bc welcomne ta many za whom
Hinduism seems a bopeless chaos af con-
flaciug adeas, ai rauscendental philoso-
phy and grossest superstition. Tht sketches
ai bath Hinduis in.and Buddhism will have
a special intercst for criany, as giving thern
some adea ofithe gronnd lu which many of
aur mi3sianaries have ta work. iluddhism,
as associated with a personality sa intensely
inacrcsing and morally attractive as abat ai
Gautama, will have a greater iutcrest lnu
iself, and also because ai thteprcpagandist1
mavcment going on with rach zeal among1
a scooal ai modern Buddhists who artent-i
deavariug ta restore thtei3uddhist faitli ta1

ils original purity as taught bv I3udda hlm-
self, In the chapter on its strength and
wcakncss, Dr. Grant briefly, but suggestive-
lY, reviews its many.sided and sometimes
apparently contradictory dcvelopmnents, and
Points out bow Cbristianity meets the needs

rof Buddhism, as of cvcry allier detective
(atm of religion. HIe points out a ueeded
moral when he says :

" Spazaking broadly, it may be said that
the Brahmans oflered men religion, and
obs-rvances without morality. Gautama
oflered them morality withaut religion, and
bis systemn was accepted for a time as the
more reasanable ai the two. Yer, while
bath have failed, Buddism bas been the
greatest failure ; and ils (ailure proves that
morality cant be permanent, when dis-
sociated from its ront in Gad."

We have saad enongb ta give some slight
idea af the interest and value ai the con-
tents afibtis useful litt book whicb, terse-
lv and conclsely viritten, is packel fu)l af
information and thought, and will wvell stand
two or tbrec readings. Il is, however, small
enough ta be read by even the busicst, and
cbeap enough ta he accessibte ta the great
mass af readers. Guilds and Missionary
Societies wall be greatly beuelltted bv its
perusal ; and whil ila as admirably fitted ta
widen general knawledge on a most inter.
esting and important subject, itlnmust also,
tend ta stimulate an Christian Missions that
intelligent and sympatbeaic interest which is
fully developed only when we gain saine
correct appreciation ai tht modes lu which,
in ahl ages and amid many difficulties, the
human mmnd bas been dimly groping atter
God, if bappily iltmight find Hlim.

REMIT ANENT THES MI381ON
FIELD SPPLY.

11V REV. D. CAMPBE3LL.

In your issue ai january 23rd, page 56,
is a paragraph on the proposed regulation
abat students and ministers tram ather
churches be required ta take anc year Lu the
mission field. Il is said that opposition wll
came maLnly tromn students and vacant con-
gregations. rbere are statements and iu.
sinuations made regarding these wbich do
not appear charitable. Tht writer qi the
paragrapb says that Ilat botamr tht ques-
tion is wbether studenas and vacant con-
gregation mIle tht Churcb." Is sucb a state-
mient conceraiog abose who up ta tht pre-
sent time appear ta bave sbown no apposi-
tion ta tht proposai. and who bave com-
paraaivelv no voice in tht ruling of tht
Church at aIl, Dot premature and unwarrant-
cd ? Dots the fact that these bave littie or
no voice in the rulang af tht Cburcb notj
dlaim for themn tht mosa honestanad liberal
cansideration ai those wha do rule ? Thetj
paragraph referred ta would also throw sus-s
picion on tht character or standing ai anyv
student wbo znay in this matter differ from c
its author. It dlaims thai Ilthe best stud-g
ents always carry out loyally . . . tht mca- t
sonable regulatLons af the Church ;' and, f
again, Iltht best students wiIl always beb
willing ta do wbat the Cburch needs ta have S
dont." The insinuations here do not beem i
just. If(we examine history we mightfilndb
some, not poar men, nor pont students, wbo r
caused no little commotion by rejecting tht
regulations of the Churcb. Tht reference i
ta "'ministers now occupying influeutialt
positions lu tht Church " voluntarily giving c
mare than a year ta home mission work bas l
no bearinig on the question. There is a i
difftrence between voluntary and campul. l
sary service. Tht mission fields, ai tht i
West at least, are worthy ai the voluntary
service not anly af a year, but of a lite tame;
and no man deserves ta be called a hero, orp
lauded for self-sacrifice who çiautd Dot gave al. s
Ila is the compulsory part that as objection- J
able. Ont could easily rendeer a service inV
love for bis Cburch and jas work, ihatb atfi
wonld unman hlm ta give with tht feeling s
that it was compulsory. Besides we do a
not believe abat a compulsory work is a ar
blussing cther ta the giver or the cause. f

The insinuation that a mînister from
1anther Cburcb Who would not camne lu and

quielly walk off ta a year's work lu thteanis-
Sion field is mot a gond man seems uniair.
We know some Who have came tram other
Churches Who have provcd themselves good
metu on the home mission field. Whcaber
they woaald bave dont sa under tht proposed
regulatian is another questian. hIfthere is
any objection ta recciving a man (rom
another Cburch wby not maninlly reject
hlm and mot shut bini out by npteasant
regulatians.

We take objection also ta the reference
ta vacant congreatatians Who '<may have
evlcted their pastors."' There are congre-
gatiaus bearinig paiently with pastors ta
aheir own lu jury. la oughata hebcunderstood
by this aime abat when a pastar lu a Presby-
terian congregatian is evicted tht faula is not
witb the congregation. Tht loyalay ai Pres-
byterian people ta their pastors deserves no
unkind insinuations.

Tht whi)le agumena seems ta bc: make
tht regulations and crusb ail opposition by
force of authority. If students are not Satis-
fied Illet tbemn apply any remedy tbey deem
proper," whicb evidenaly means let abeauget
out. If minîsters item ether churches do
not like t la they eau remitin away." "IlThe
apposition [rom vacancies sbould not bcacn-
sadered formidable." Crusb it. This feels
mare like popery ahan like Presbyterianism,
Christianity or common sense.

We acknowvledge tht netd et supplv for
the mission fields, but tht proposed regnia-
tion seems like tht resurrection into Spirit-
ual lite oftht dead customoai azing. When
a man is licenstd he is acknaaviedged by the
Churcb ta bc qnalified for tht ministry. Is
la rigbt then tor the Cburch ta make Jr cein-
pulsary for hlm, willing or unwilling, ta,
labor lu a particular sphere without placing,
ail ministers equally under tht autboriay ai
tht Churcb courts? Wby discriminate
againsa liceutiates. Iu wbaa capacity is be
to work during tht year, as a catecbist or
ordained nlissionary. There are those Who
could not accepa ordination as an ordained
missianaty. Tbey !nusa thea work as a
catechist during the year. Is this just?
This rrgulation ignores a man's awn con-
viction as ta wbat field bc sbould work iLu
According ta presena regulations lu ont at our
colleges a student 15 alrnist under tht neces-
sity ta, spend a year oua belote entering
abeolagy. This should bc taken Juta con-
sideration.

Nelson, B. C., February 7th, i895.

A REAfONSTRA NUE.

MR. EDI IUR,-In a recena isbue ai your
paper appeared a letter tram, the Superinten-
dent ai Missions lu whicb were a itw things
mot altagether tan camplimeutary ta aur
students. lu tht beginuîng of tht letter we
wtme led ta helieve abat tht graduaaing
classes of our coîheges are more bnsily en-
gaged lu seeking pulpîts than au ataeudiug
ta their more immedaate duties. This evcry
fir-ninded persan watt observe is anyabing
but a truc aepreseuaaon ai whaa is tht real
state of tht case. A fcw, whost position iu
thear classes bas always bren abat of a bab-
bling match iu tht rear, are, for obvions
reason, thus busyîag thcmselves, but the
great body ai the students have ta preacb
ater f rst sermon for a cati atter their final
examauatians. Some ncvcr prtach fur such
catis, but the reason is, not abat cangrega-
azns prefer youtb ta aIld age, but L.acause
tey prefer campraency ta iucompetcncy.

lneampeacut stndents have as little appor-
tuniay ai obtaauîng thest catis as so-called
"iod" ministers.

That the studeuts as a body are not op-
pased ta, beang draven for a year an tht mas-
sion fields, belote laccnsurc, leads us ta be-
lieve abat the writet bas been misintormed.
When tht question af a Summer Session was
firsa mnooied it çPas represented that the
students ai Manitoba College had nnim-
onsly endarsed itand abat long belote tht
matter had ever becu branght betare tbemn
for consideration. MýuCh was madie cf Ibis


