1894

arcugh W

¢ sake

your
s that
irting,
e say
about
+ and
them
cured

this
Ired?
wrch
o the
\bout
Irace

rd in
o: |
was
pted
jome
as a
work

it

v

N

T S I

R centiment, China of the other.
 (he other “foreign.”

i and idolatry !

E home missions.
8 abolished.
E Power in all fields.

[ Christian civilization,

Aptit 25U, 1894.]

ﬂbissx_onary "ﬂmqr_lb. i

HHOME OR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

BY REV. W, 1% TALLING, LONDON,

“What this country needs most is good

X roads.”

“ What this country neads most 1s the Gos-
el

British Columbia the birthplace of one
One “home,"”
‘ Good roads and the
What a difference! Bad roads
Is there any similarity? Cer-
tainly. Both are obstructions to the progress
of the Truth, The missionary’s battle in

Gospel.”

B Chinawith the ' many-headed monster thing "
l isso great he forgets theroads.

The mission-
ary's opposition from the deathly coldness of

§ emi-familiarity with Christianity inthe home
E feld, thrusts the inconveniences of bad roads
R upon him,

More missionaries are offering for the

® foreign field than funds to send them there!
# Fields are vacated by missionaries in British
B Columbia, why? “The hardest missionary
¥ work in the world is done in the home field."”
X (Rev. A. Findley). There is more glory in a
B contest with idolatry ina foreign tongue than
B with spiritual deadness and physical trials in
§ a prophet's owa country.
f needed for mission work. A man filled with
B God és colossal.
E ordinary man, till you see the “divinity” in
§ bim.

Colossal men are
Hudson Taylor laoks like an

Is the home field to become foreign?
God forbid! All missions will soon became
Distinctions? Let them be
The God of all missions is the

 THE INTERNATIONJL STUDENTS'

CONVENTION.

The Preshyterian Messenger of Pittsburg
thus sums up the principal points emphasized

| throughout the Iaternational Students’ Mis-

sionary Convention held lately at Detroit.
(1) First of all, true-hearted, whole-hearted

B consecration, a willingness to taks Gad at His

word and step out on His promises with the

i utmost fearlessness.

(2) A burning zeal for souls begotten of a
love for God and au appreciation of Christ's
atonement.

(3) Thorough knowledge of the Bible : not
an intellectual grasp of its contents merely,

B but aliving xnowledge of the Word, heart to
[ heart with God.

(4) A broad culture and a practical knowl-
edge of all the arts and trades essential to
All.round men are
needed on the mission field as nowhere else,

(53 Practice in the art of soul-winning. For
this thereis nothing better than work asa

B home missionary during vacations, especially
@ in the slums of cities.
2 have a wav of impressing men favorably and

The missionary must

making himself attractive ta all classes of
saciety. Thke man who fails in this regard at
home cannot hope for sucress abyoad.

(6) Good health : The change of environ-
ment to which a fareiga missionary is sub-
jected, together with the ardusus duties im-
prsed upan him, demand a good physique ta
start with and careful attention to laws of
health while at work.

(7) “The field is the world” The terms
“Home field " and ** Foreign field * are simply
used for convenience. Itis all the Master's
work, and the question for the sincare Chris-
tianis simply as to where he can do the great-
est service—the genuine missionary will work
wherever God places him. But when we
compare the relative proportions between
Christian workers and non.Christians in our
own land with that in Asia, Africa, or Snuth
America, certainly the presumption is in favar
of our going to the latter.

(8) Consecrated enthusiasm is a gond thing
to have, bat finaticism must be guirded
against. Thereis no dift irence in Gad’s sight
between the conscientious warker at home
and on the foreign field, and there ave jist as
earnest, just as self-sacrificing, just as conse-
crated men and women at work in our own
caurches as on heathen soil. Volunteers
should see to it that no superiority isassuned
aver studeots or others who have not declared
their parpase to become fireiga missionaries.

THE CANADA

AN JLLUSTRATION FROM PERS:!A.

This is the way Mohammedanism deals
with Christians whereit has the power. Baron
Aghajan, an Armenian, a member ofthe Pres.
byterian missivn in Urumiah, Persia, was set
upon in broad daylight, in his own shop, by a
mob of furious Moslems. Without one note
of warning, and while chatting with his friends,
he was seized, thrown down *the steps, kicked
and beaten and dragged along the strecte to
the Juma Madjid. On the way every hound
that could get at him cuffed him, spit on him
and heaped indignity upan him. The head
Mullah saw that the man would be killed and
put him into what is called the *‘Bast,’' or
sanctuary. \When one, no matter what his
offence, has once sought refuge in the ** Bast,”
it is against all the laws of justice and codes
of religion to touch him. The surging mob
had naw grown to immense proportions, filling
the yard of the mosque and the adjoining
streets and covering the roofs that looked down
into it, and all clamored for blood. Around
the victim some few were making an unavail-
ing attempt to defend him. Although the Gov-
ernor's men were scon on the spot, resistance
was in vain, and 2 park of Sayids demanded
their victm. A rush was made upan the
doors, which crumbied against the attack, and
poor Aghajan was drigged out. He was
oftsred his life if only he would pronounce the
** Kalema Shadet,” or Moslem creed ; but he
would not thus deny his Lard, and while ask.
ing for a moment in which to commend his
spirit to God, with curses upon his religion,
daggers were thrust through him again and
again, until he had received over forty death-
blows. A rape was then tied around his neck,
and he wasdragged through the streets far
over a mile, and thrown into a filthy pond near
the city gate. Two hours after the attack ali
was over, but mob rule reigned, and all Chris.
tians whe had shops or were in the city, hast-
ily closed them and fled to the villages. There
might have been a general massacre of all the
Christians in the city, but the Governor, act-
ing with promptness, sent guards to the mis-
sion quarters near the Christian community.
Ta the afterncon aid was invoked from the
Governor and a few weeping friends and rela-
tives went to get all that remained of their
loved one. Naked, and so horribly bruised
and disfigured as to be unrecognizable, the
remains were borne to a neighboring village
and given a Christian burial.

NOTES FROM MIS>SION FILILDS.

A recent letter from India gives an idea of
the persecutions to which the Christian con-
verts are subjected. A congregation in part
of the Madura district was tempted in all waye
by the heathen about them, the latter promis.
ing to give them emplayment, and to execute
a bond that no trouble would cccur in case
they returned to heathenism. When this fail-
ed,”a rich man one day ploughed aver the
boundary of his farm into the land of a Chris.
tian, and added to his own farm about a yard
in width along the entire territory. Next they
ordered the washermen not to wash for the
Christians. Then the large landowners dis-
missed all the Christians who were working
in their fields, and thev declare that they will
keep up these methnds until they turn the con-
gregation back to Hindooism.

Mrs. H. M. N. Armstrong, of Burmah, de-
clares that Hindoo women are the real rulers
of India. The customs of the country con-
fine their thoughts to such a narrow channel
that their whole life and ambition were centred
on their nower aver their husbands and sons.
They will do anything to prevent a change,
especially a change that may weaken their
own infloence. If the women of Inda could
be brought to Christianity, there would beno
trouble ahout the men. Says Mrs. Arm-
strong : *“ The only thing a converted man
can do, and what every caste man who has
hecome a Christian has been obliged to do, i3
simply to leave them all; literally to run
away, and leave with them his property, his
house, his children, and everything he owns
in the world.”

In West Africa, near the Ogowe, lives an
African girl named Myamgangi, This girl
may serve asa mndel to many Christians, in
one respect. She promised the missionary’s
wife that on the next dav she would surely go
to church, if she was alive. The next day she
found that some one had stolen her canoe, and
that she could not borrow ane to go to church
in. With no thought of breaking hey promise,
this African girl swam all the way. The cur-
rent was swift, theriver was deep, and fully a
third ofa mile wide. She swam diagonally,
and managedto cross it, :

PRESBYTERIAN.

A Chinaman who wished to be baptized,
when asked where he had heard the Gospel,
caid that he had never heard it, but that he
had seen it. A poor manin Ningpo, who had
been an opium smoker and a man of violent
temper, had become a Christian, and his
whole life had been changed. He had given
up his opium, and had become loving and
amiable. “So,” said his neighbor, *1have
.rcm,shc Gospel, and I want to be a Christian
too.

In the opinion of Dr. Pentecost India isthe
key of the missionary situation. Africa has
250,000,000 of peaple and China 400 003,000,
but the intellectual supremacy of India, and
the character of the races that inhabit it, con.
stitute it the citadel of pagamism. When
India falls before Christiamity, heathendom
will have been conquered.

EYES.

—

It happened not long ago to a friend of
mine who has been very short-sighted all her
life, to have her eyes * measured " for glasses
which have given her a new sense of the
wonderful world she lives in. The first time
she went to church after the new glasses had
revealed to her the manner of place the world
was, she felt embarrassed at seeing so much
and so clearly. Walking through :he aisle
io her pew, she boheld for the first time,
though she had heard him preach for years,
the clear-cut, keen and benevolent face of her
pastor. She saw the choit, 100, a fine-locking
set of young people, and observed with p'ea-
sure the thoughtful faces of the elders and
deacons.

The new glasses had introduced her to a
new world, simply by revealing to her what
had always been there. No change had
been wrought in the world, and her en-
vironment remained what it had long been.
But all was altered for Ze¢r. Revelation had
been granted, and she could almost say,
** Whereas 1 was blind, sow 1 see |”

Something like this happens when one who
has never realizad the loving-kindness of God
suddenly awakens to a sense of it.

The spirit's vision was dim. Enlighten-
ment being granted, there came a new com-
prehension of God’s meanings, a new insight,
anew and wonderful charm about all that
surrounded the life. The groping step was
changed to wing-like fleetness. The blind
saw.

But God’s dear love has been there all the
while.—Aunt Marpory, ta Christian Intelli
gencer.

WHY SHOULD YOU INsSL RE YOUR LIFLEY

RBecause, in case of your early death, life
insurance makes absolute provision for those
dependent upon you, enables you to leave an
estate that can at once be realized upon, and
that cannat be taken from them ; secures to
your famnly freedom from privation and those
distressing  eaperiences which come to the
destitute , provides the means to keep your
family together, to educate your cluldren and
prepare them for the responsibilities of life 5
and to save your proqerty or business perhaps
from being sacriticed to meet the demands that
come in the process of forced liquidation of an
estate by strangers.

Life Assurance gives tua man a conscious-
ness of safety in rezard to the interests of his
family which climinates a large part of the
wearying worry and carking care of life, and
thus fits him for the frce. cmergetic and suc-
cessful prosecution of business.

It promotes thrift, cultivates habits of
cconomy, and in the form of an investment
policy enables a mun, during the producing
period of life, to provide agoodly cumpetence
for old age.

During your life you surround your family
with reasonable commforts and even luxuries.

Are you willing, in the event of your un.
timely death, that your wife and childrenstould
expericpee a double bereavement in the loss.not
only of o husband and father, but also of suit-
able means of protecting them from the priva.
tion, distress, and humiliating ecunimiics ne-
cegsitated hy poverty ?

After perusing the above you should act at
once, by communicating with the agents of
some responsible life insurance company, and
endeavour, if it liesin your power, to place
some insurance on your life. A life company
that has a rccord for the prompt payment of
death claims, and for liberal treatment to its
members, is the one in  which you should in.
sure your life. The North Awmerican Life As-
surance Cumpany, of this city, has justly
carned for itself a splendid reputation for the
promptness with which it has paid its losses,
and for the unexcelled success that has attend-
ed its financial operations.  To-day the Com.
pany has assets of $§1,703,453.39, and a net
surplusffor its policy-holders of §297,062,26G,
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Teacher and Scholar.

JOSEPH'S  LAST DAYS, {Ge-k
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The news that Joseph's brethren were in
Egypt soon rzached Pharaoh, and pleased
him well. He warmly seconded Joseph's
invitation for Jacob and his sons to come
down, and instructed that wagons should be
provided for the transportation of their goods,
At first Jacob could hardly be persuaded,
and the sight of the wagons was needed to con-
vinre him that Joseph stull hived. On tus way
to Ezvpt he again committed himseif 1o God
at Beersheba, and receivad there a new re-
velation. Tae genealogical register given,
contains the names of those who became
heads of fam'lies in Israel. At Goshen
Joseph met with his father and afterwards
successively presented representatives of his
brethren and his father 1o Pharaoh, who at
their request assigned them Goshen 1o dwell
in. There they were nourished during the
continuance of the famine. This pressed so
severely on the Egyptians, that not only were
their possessinns given up, bur they offered
even their persons far bread. They, however
were aflterwards made tenants of the land at ::
fair rental.  Jacob lived twelve years after the
famine euded. Before dying he specially
blessed the sons of Joseph, giving cach of
them a position ob a level with his own sons.
Afterwards calling all his sons around him,
he pronounced on each a prophetic blessing,
In obedience to his repeated charge, his body
was burne back to Canaan, and buried beside
lhoie (i:l: his foreglhl;i': and his Leah

ear an eading of Josoph

Brethren The fear of °joseph's hnplreg
manifested an unworthy idea of him, but was
not unnatural on the part of his brethren.
Conscience made cowards of them. Their
fear shows incidentally how deeply now they
realized what their guilt had been. Even
though forty years had gone by, it seamed to
them that Joseph could hardly have brought
himself fully to forgive them. “Doubtless they
felt that they could not forgive themselves.
The proper realization of sin as dishonor done
to God, will help uz to realiz2 how much erace
there must be in Him fully to pardon. It 1s
not probable the brethren thought Jaseph had
been maturing a purpose of revenge all
through Jacob's later years, but in the con-
sciousness of ill-desert, they could not but
think his goodwill to them had largely rooted
itselt in love to his fither. This had led them
to speak to Jacob befare he died, and now as
their strongest hope, they preseated his wish
that Joseph wou'd forgive them. Withou! ex-
teouatiog their guilt, they make mention that
they too are servants of the God of Jacob, and
{1l down before Joseph as his servants.

II Friendly Answer of Joseph.-
The pleading brought back upon Josepn the
memory of his father's death, so that his
feelings overcame him. But also his tears
were partly due at finding himself still misun-
derstood and mistrasted by his bre‘hren.
Their suspicions 1n the face of all his past
kindness might well have excused coldness on
his part now. But he has only pity and for-
giveness, lo respect to their crime as a sin
against God, he intimates that it is not his
place to usurp the divine prerogative. For
forgiveness of their sin they must go to God.
As regards the wrong done to hunself, hard as
it was to bear at the ume, and i as they
had meant it, it was now plaim that, by means
of it, God had brought about a great parpose
of good, both to Joseph himself and others.
He had long ago freely forgiven them when as-
sured of their pentence. The beneficial re-
sults did not change the moral character of
their action, but enab'ed Joseph in a generous
noble spirit, to look bick on 1t from the di-
vine side, and see asignal ilustration of God's
Providence. Every one had acted freely in
the matter, yet all had wrought together to
bring about the divine purpase.

III. His Dying Charge and Death.
-~ 1n a few woras the remamming afiy-
four vears of Joseph's life are pissed over,
e may have remained to the end a trusted
ruler in the kingdom. He had the happiness
ol seeing around him his descandants to maay
generations, and attained the age of one hun-
dred and ten years,the Egyptian ideal of a long
and happy life. His dying charge showed his
fiith in the pronsdise (Heb xi. 22), and, not-
withstanding all his honors in Ezypt, his
high estimate of its preciousness. Like Jacob
he took an oath regarding the disposal of his
body. Eich expressed therein his faith. The
diff.rence in disposal suited the difi ‘ring cir-
cumstances. Now, after seven'y years’ resi-
dence by Jacob's descendants i Eaypt, the
body of Joseph embaimed, coffined, unburied
according to Egyptian custom, would, by its
presence among them, best keep alive the
truth that they were yet to go to Canaan. Tue
fulfilmcot of Joseph's request is recorded, Ix.
iil. 19 and Josh. xxiv. 32.

May ¢
184 0



