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Our Contributors.

“EVERY PROSPECT PLEASES, AND ONLY
MAN," ETC.

BY KNOXONIAN,

Heber hadnt Canada in his eye when he wrote that lme,
but 1t describes the condition of this country fairly well, There
1s nothing in the Dominion that needs improvement so mach
as the people. The country 1s one of the best on the globe.
God never gave a nobler kertage o any nation. There may
be some drawbacks but what country new or old 1s without
drawbacks of some kind, People sit in their houses and read
wonderful accounts of other iands, but if they knew as much
about them as they know about home they would see just as
serious drawbacks there as they see here Far away fields
always look green, but anybody who thinks they areas greenas
they appear ts greener than the ficlds,

Perhaps some reader feels inclined to say * cimate” and
then look as if that one word knocked the bottom clean out
of this paper. Canadian climate! Which one? We have
several chmates. Ap intending settler can have his choice of
chmates n this country. He can have any variety from the
mild air of Vancouver to the snappy, bracing atmosphere of
Manitoba, I¢ 1s said that a man never walks fast i Vic-
toria nor slow 10 Winnipeg., The difference s in the atmos-
phere, not in the man. 1f our intending Citizen wants a fair
medium thing 1n the way of chimate et him settle down n
Ontano. 1* Je fancies fog and all 1ts collateral advantages,
Halfax or St. john 1s the place for bim, They have an
arucle of fog down there that could hold 1ts own in Glasgow
or London. This paper s being wntten on Monday, 26th of
October, with:n about etght weeks of Christmas, and we might
challenge the world to produce a finer day. Adam hadnt a
finer merning 10 Eden than this morning was. A man who
cannot get a climate 1 this country to suit him doesn’t know
what he wants 1n the climate line. He 1s justiike those ladies
who go 1nto dry goods stores and torment the clerks but never
buy anything. Some of them don't know what they want, and
if they did have nzither money nor credit to get it.

Products! Yes, that is where this country excels. There
1s probably more wealth taken out of one coal pit iIn Nanaimo
in a year than there 1s produced 1n the gorthern counties of
Scotland in ten. The gran belt of Manitoba alone will pro:
duce this year about fifteen mulhions of hard cash. The
umber of Briush Columbia i1s among the best in the world
and is sent to all parts of the world. The umber limits of
Ontar.o are worth over one hundred milhions. Montreal 1s
said 1o be the nichest city of its size in the world, and 1t never
could have grown so weaithy if Canada had not been a good
country to make money 1. Taking it all round, Ontario is
one of the best countries in the world. More poor men have
done well 1n Ontario than 1 any country of its size on the
globe. The Mantime Provinces were once L.chly prosperous
1n certain limes. Halifax has very weaithy me.. ho made
their money 1n their own aty. The‘ets untold wea'th 10
the water on both the Atlantic and Pad fic sides ot Canada,
and notody can estimate how much iaore chere is under.
ground between the oceans. God has giren us a country of
unbounded resources. Field and forest, scean and mine, pos-
sess immense possibilities 1n the ray of development. If
Canadians ever become a growling, stunted, half-starved
people the fault will be their own. The Aloughty never gave
any people a better chance to get on.  The part of the coun-
try that was made for us by a higher power is all that aoyone
could desire. 1f we cannot develop our resources, if we can-
not govern ourselves honestly and build up a nation, let no
one blame the country. The people themselves are to blame.
The natural factors that make a great country are all here in
abundance. 1f we cannot use them we should say so and be
done with it.

It has become a common practice with some to blame our
political constitution for all the lis that the body pohiticis heir
to. Well, the Confederation Act may not be a perfect thing
but it is not bad. It is vastly better than the Constitation of
Scotland was for many years, yet Scotchmen could hold their
own and a little more all round the globe. If the constitu-
tion is not good the worst parts of it might easily be mended.

Here is a case in point. Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island have all told a population of 880,-
gos. These people have three Local Legislatures, three Ubpper
Houses, three lieut. -governors, and three governments. Does
any sane man say for a moment that all this governmental
machinery is needed to manage the affairs of eight hundred
thousand people? Oantario with a population of cver two mil-
lions gets along verv well with one legislature of nisety mem-
bers. The provinces are all getting behind financially except
Ontario. Why cannot the people of the three Maritime Prov-
inces uaite and live within their means. Simply because they
don’t wish to do so.

Quebec is in a bad way—thirty millions in debt and its
letters of credit bawked about. Whose fault is that? It is
the faskt of the people. They might send better men to man-
age their affairs and cry less for Government help.

But what is the use in following ©p this discussion. Any
man who does nat see that God has given us a noble heritage
and who does nat admit that the ills from which the nation
suffers are in the heirs and not in the inheritance is * too
stupid for anything * or 1s something much worse than stupid.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

SERMON REVERIES.

NO. 1.

Last Sunday a m, the sermon was a good one. It scemed
to fil my wants in a satisfactory manner, and, as a natural
conscquence, there was not much wandering of the thoughts,
The text was from Hebrews x. 26, 27, and the prescner tried
to show that despite the stern dictum laid down there, there
was still hope for the sinner 1f he really was saved by a true
knowledge of Jesus Christ, uo matter how low down he fell,
or how many times be did so.  Of course such a Methodist
doctrine, in a Presbyterian pulpit, could not belp but make
me think of a grand scheme 1 olten think of, viz.. Evangclical
union  General Christian union [ never think of 1 place it
among other impossible schemes— [mperial Federation and
the like The Church of England, as it is called here very
improperly, 1 think, will not give way much. She may open
her wings, and take the rest of us poor, deluded mortals
under, but not much else.  Now to the dissenters, as they are
so politely termed, who compose the great majority of our
populatinn, this presumption on the part of our Episcopal
brethren provokes only a smile of pity and 1 fear contempt.
Yes, union among the working Churches is all we can ulii-
mately hope to gain ' What a grand Church it souvld make.
No weakiy, miserable congregations in small towns where one
only is needed. No three or four missionary systems to hope-
lessly confound one’s reason of that which is right and neces.
sary, and no more diversity of opinion and showing of braken
front to the enemy. Yes, I tell you brethren and sistern, that
now is the time, none other, for successful evangelical union,
and I wish some of our great men would start a jubilee fund
of say 100,000 dollars to be donated tc the Church of Canada,
this being the designation of the new body.

Of course, these ideas of centralization, engendered by the
eloquent preacher's remarks, could only be followed up by a
reverie on this Toronto vice. At least the rest of the Province
persist in calling it a Toronto vice. Oh the greed of this ab-
sorbing city! Well, my countrymen, if Toronto does centralize,
she gives you good value for your money. Another schame is
before my busy thought department, and it is this ; You kaow
our beautiful St. Andrews Church on King Street, every
Presbyterian loves the massive structure and admires its fine
romanesque lines ; well, this church building stands there, but
its loyal and influential membership has gone north io the
natural flow of population thitherwards. 1f many are to be
believed, they wish their grand building was just four blocks
nearer them, and they are quite right too. My scheme is
this - let us club together and buy this building from St. An-
drews Curporation, and present it to the General {Assembly of
our Church for an Assembly Hall and general Charch offices.
Is not this more of this Toronto vice with a vengeanca? 1
admit it, but stop a minute. Look at our Methodist brethren.
Have you any difficulty in finding their Church offices and
officials if you require them? Do you have to climb up a
dingy stair or two and find a small back room with difficulty
before you can reach the Church Treasurer, for instance? I
think not, and yet that is what we influential Presbyterians are
doing every day, if we wish to fiod our old and venerated Dr.
Reid. 1 say calmly that the sooner we find our Church proper
permanent offices in which to transact business the better, and
where could a more prominent and imposing suite be found
than the church of which we speak. And the Assembly Hall,
words fail to convey the ec/at with which the idea should fiod
itself received. 1 say should, vou will notice. I draw your
special attestion, because in all probability this is the last
you will hear of it, our people are so hard-up, especially our.
wealthy fiiends.

About this time the sermon was losing its edge in the close
ing features. As I have before stated, I admire the way some
preachers close up their discources just as much as I detest
the way others do the task. Our preacher on this occasion
rather lost force as he finished up, yet he did his level best to
sustain the interest. His sermoa was a good sample of evan-
gelical effort and deserved a much larger audience. We will
not attempt in this edition to discuss these sparsely-attended
meetings ; our minds, I am sure, are too full almost for utter-
ance on the whole matter. Suffice it to say, we are not be-
coming better, rather worse, in this important matter,

CurLy Torp.

GLOSSARY OF CHINESE WORDS.

—

The following 1s a glossary of Chinese words occurring
frequently in the commumcations fram our missionaries, All
interested in the progress of our Chinese Migssicn will find it
helpful. It is introduced by the accompanying letter from
Pev. Murdoch Mackenze, addressed to Mr, Hamilton Cas-
sels, Convener of the Committee :—

Enclosed you will find a short list of some of the more
common words that occur in the minutes and probably in
letters dealing with Chinese matters sent home. [ hope it
may enable you to understand a little of the complicated
phraseology that we meet with here continually. Additions
may be made to the list from time to time as necessity re-
quires and our kunowlédge of the language and customs in-
creases. If terms have been already used that require
explanation, I trust you will excuse our omission of duty in
not making their meaning clear. Sincerely yours,

Lsn Ching, May rz, 189z, MURDOCH MACKENZ(E,

LITERATI—A teym used in speak.ng of the literary cless

[Novemser 4th, 1801,

gentry of China, ‘The members of this class are very numer.
ous and infiuential throughuut the Empire, and are every.
where regarded as the sworn foes of Christianity.

LiN—The Chinese equivalent of the English ward rem,
Renting in China differs very little from the same trasaction
1in Canada or Great Britain.

TANG~(Pronounce Dang). This 18 the nearest Chinesa
equivalent of the English word mortgage. i this transaction
a loan of moncy 1s given on the secunty of a house o
other property, and the lender obtains possession of sad
house or property, without disturbance, for the term of
years for which the lease1s drawn up. At the expizauon
of said term, which 1s seldom less than ten years, the owper
of the property, on refunding the tull amount of the loan, can
request the tenant to leave. 1o the event of the owner of the
property falling to refund the loan, the tenant remains n fuli
possession,

Mat—In speaking of buymg, the Chinese use the term may,
When purchasiog property in China the deed must receive
the offiuial stamp to make it valid, and the official nas wig

his power to demand a sum equal to about one-third ot the }

price paid as a Gavernment fee.  On this account tanging 1
much more coma:an than buyiag. As the deeds do not re.

quire the official seal and when a sum of money equal buying )

price is loaned, the lender’s utle to the property 18 as secure
as if it were bought,

CHUNG JEN—(Pronounce Jung Ren). 1us Englsh equiva. §

lent of this 1s  go-between or middie man.”  husiness of all

kinds between Chinese and foreigners must bo transacted g
through middlemen who clain a certain percentage in each |

transaction.

TAEL—A tael s an ounce of silver and varies 1o different 3

localities as also do the weights and measures, there being no
uniform standard. Thus we have Shanghai, Tientsin aud Lin
Ching taels all differing 1o valce.

Tiwo—(Pronounce Diao), The copper coinage called
* cash " 1s strung on stnings ; each string nominally holds 3
hundred, and a collection of such striz (s 1s called a tiao, The

number of cash on each tiao vanes in hifferent parts of the §

country, generally = 4o cents in gold.

COMPOUND—A pnumber of houses, 1n one or more yards, |

all enclosed by one wall. This wall is generally eight or tea

feet high with no windows or openings on the street and only J&
one entrance. All within the wall 1s considered the compound, §
DispENSARY—In speaking of a dispeasary in contrast to3 |

hospital, the reference is to the hmited scope of the dispen.

sary owing to the lack of accommodation for patients, but n |
all other respects the work done 1s practically the same. In §

endeavouring to secure a compound for dispensary purposes

the missionary 1s always anxious to have a good-sized waiting- M

room convenient to the street to be used as a street chapel,
STREET CHAPEL—This 15 (1) a good-sized room, (2) site.

ated on a prominent street, (3) with wide doors and (4) beo.

ches several feet apart. In the street chapel an opportunity

1s offered to all who choose to embrace 1t of hearing the Gos- |

pel, either from a foreign missionary or the native helper.
NaTivE HELPER—Our native helpers are unordained men

free 10 devote all their time to talking with the people, teach- ¥
ing and preaching, while on the other hand, the MEDICAL |§
ASSISTANT aids the doctor 1n his work, and, when a Chns. §
tian, 1s expected to take advantage of every opportunity to §

present the Gospel to the patients and others.

Li—The Chinese mile, equal to one-third of an English §

mile.

Fu~~A large portion or department cf a province under J§
the general control of one civil officer immediately subordinate |
Each province §
The term fu is also applied to §
The provincial capitals which are §
always fu cities contain an average population of about one ¥
The other fu cities contain from 60,000 K

to the heads of the Provincial Government.
has about ten such divisions.
all cities of first order.

million inhabtaats.
to 500,000.

CHOwW—A division of a province smaller than a fu, and
either hike 1t governed by an officer immediately subject tothe §
heads of the Provincial Government, 1n which case 1t is called §

a chow, or else forming a subordinate part of a fu,

The Fu Magistrate has control over from six to ten Hsies §
districts, while a chow controls two or threz. The term chow @

is also applied to cities of the second order.

HsiEN—A small dimension or subordinate part of a de- @
partment, whether of afu or of an independent chow, Theterm §
Hiien is also applied to cities of the third order, which gener- §

ally contain an average population of abcut fifty thousand.

A Hsien Magistrate has charge of all the towns and wil- [§
lages in his district which average from two to four thousand. @
YaMEN—The official residence of a Chinese magistrate §
Business of all kinds, B
from the trial and confinewmnent of criminals up to the most

and of all his subordinate officers.

important State transactions is conducted in the Yamens.

JAMmES F. SMITH,
MURDOCH MACKENZIE,

FRAGMENTARY NOTES.

D

IRELAND~—BELFAST — SOME EMINENT PREACHERS — 'rm!_ L

BAPTIST CONVENTION.

In a former letter 1 made reference to May Street Church, &
for many years the scene of the labours of the late Rev. Dr. %
Gooke, and 3 few lines regarding his successors may aot be @
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