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*find il, than ail was hirry and confusion. The (rantic
behaviaur of eficials atar tr.tvellerssecnied ta indicate
that, threugh the aboya nacntioned laziness cf aur
locamotive, twenty seconuds vrerc ait that rcaianed af
the twcnty minutes stoppage advertiscd in ont time
tables. No restaurant cauid bc scen, tue parters we
hailcd dîinat undersianti cnt word eitîter cf French
or Englisi. At the next station ai importance a
calce stail xvas at iast discoecrtd. There %vas just
time ta pay fer and seize sanie cf the curionts laoking
cancadtian, ever>' drap ef whiicla we splt an the groind
in aur agitatiaon, as the whiistie soîanded for tic depar.
turc ai tht tralin. IlOit," sighcrh tht invalid af tht
part>', IlWliy diti we pack up aut lialiain pharase
book?" "0f wliat use ivould it have betra ? " asked
anatiier cf cur part>' Il e mî ght have rend a page
ta each guard, perhaps sameîhaing miglat bave hait,
was the suggestion of a tlaird.

Ta the long niglît tîte day again succeeded, and re-
vealed te each af us ber awn andi lier neiglibour's be-
grirned conditiona. Tite pangs ai launger, antensalied
b>' the sigbt af tht eanpty lunch baikcts, conipelled us
ta close with an effte at tiae first station of bad l.t
ables for a ransom. WVe lest oîr anny and aur
appetites by tut transaction, but happaily there avas fia
lime ta grieve, for wc wec neariîîg the Cxapagne,
that desoate, fever-stricken rcgian, tviiacli an olden
times avas a papulaus suburb ai Renme. For miles
and miles wc traversed a dreary plain, as trul>' de-
serted and dead as an>' unixababited wilderncss.
And yet we hard>' heedeil Ibis lonc>' iipproa.Ia ta tic
great cil>', in our eagerncss ta catch the fhs5t sagbî af
hie Aiban Hilîs, or tht dame Df the temple of the
%vorld. But Giuscppc, tht engine driver, in v.,honi
familiarit>' xith Rame had breil contempt, saw a little
Giuseppe and bis dinner awaiting lis arrivai in the
ciI>' af the Cazsars, steaîneil up lias irait steed ta sanie-
thing like express spetil, and ve rusheil round the
ciy walls amidst cenfused cries ai IlThere is St.
Peter's, fia there as a larger daine,"'I Look at that aId
gatcway, will that be tht anc b>' whacli Paul entereil
Rome?" "Andl oh 1 set ti.,:e wonglerful broken
arches-there mîust bc the 8-audaan Aqucluct onl>'
a,Soa years aid 1"I Natlung mare could be secta, for
vt wcrc slowing inta a ver>' modiern statian ; a lesv
minutes mare, andl ae avere seateil canilartab>' an a
modern betel omnibus, andl before we had attcrrnptcdjt a realize the great hastaracal fiaek ai aur entrance int
Rame, we wcere standing an a moadern harel, wheae a
modern whitc-tied aater avas asking an good Lngas
if wc should prefer beef-steak for lunchean. Naw
that was a most appropriate question an tht part af
this ialian lunctionar>', but prebab>'vie laad ex-
pected ta lunch off the Ieg ai a descendant ai Rantu-
tue~ woif, fer Uic. cemmotaplace an t man's efft
jarred upon us at tht marnent.

Andl naw we found ourselves as ave liad antacapated,fagitated b>' tht .prafoundcst sentiments an miîs mast
important crisis in our laves. XVere t>'y of exulta-
taon that aur dreain %vas at iength realized, and liat
we steeti withîn saght af tht t.apatot andt 'Ir. ieter's,
aur (cet actuahi>' an tht soai t of 1 te 1tal>', tîtat 1 al>'
for whose freedam Victor Emmnanuel, Garibadi and
atier brave sons ai liberty' faught and buffered.1 Alas.1
No. We were deep>' mxoveil, it is truc, but i avas by
tht fact, af which aur elfactar>' aerves bad just made
us aware, cf aur imanedaatc praxamia>' ta tht liatel
kitchen, whence these beef-steaks would presentl'
issue.

That eveaing, when refreshed and rested, ave re-
membereti aur promise ta announce tht fact et aur
safe arrivai ta intercsted fraends at ho=e. "Wt shaîl
awnit with impatience your firstiampressaons ai
Rome" tht>' saiti te us. IlFarst impressions Il.
Strange ta say, tht reccîlection ai tbis dut>' vas flot
altagether satisiactar>', nor did we set about the per-
formance of tht simple task waîlî tie alacrat>' wc liad
anticipated. But tathebhonaur o: modem nîstarians,
be it said that aur first post card ta England avas al
least tht bare record ai unvarnashed trutli.

l avas as follews. " lWe arraved an comfort anti
safeîy ibis morning about nean. We finil Ramd a
large city. The narrew streets arc lined an citîser
sie with tait buildings, man>' cf whacb are battIs,
athers are p~ensions, a few are privat bouses, thetre-
mainder are, net prisans as vic suppcased, but palaces.
Soon after aur arrivai, we wtre privaleged ta watness
a sight af unpara!leled intcre-si, avith whii-h ani thas case
happil>' antiquit>' bad nothing to du. 1. av.4s a xna.à:cr
picce cf Italiaa h;gh art, mxarvcilous, aikc ainte
genius ci il.s conception, the taste et as execuhion, and

the rictiness of its delails. The effect praduced ln the
anînds of the rnast unappreciative behiolders wvas
one of profounci eniatian. Sharc ivith us our first en-
tlausiasin in tic city ai the Coesars. The abject around
wvhich such intcrest ccntrcd was a clt/.d'.oeuvrc of
fltiau cuimnary art in thc shapeocf n disi of Romnan

SE TTL-lfENtT 0F VA CA NCIES.

MNR. Etnîron.-Krindly allow tnt a littUe space in
your vahiable caluinns that i may exanme IlUne cf
the Etst's " article in yaur issue af the 22nd uit. In
bis criaîausr of.avy rcrnarks, previeusly pubished, hc
unconstiausiy stistains me an ny cantentaon. This as
far train bis evaclent intention. Une cf thc instances
quotcd clearly shows the spirit an which the prapascd
schcrc wvoaid bc haiicd in many quarters cf the
Chaîrcla during the caurse of its practacai applicatian.
It aise points aut tvhere it ivauld fail, i.e., wvhence
stipcnd ? Evidcntly "L-nc of the East" is dissatis-
fied watb our prescnit systern of settling vacancies
and hilis watli satisfaction the praposcd refarmatian?
Yet lie is evidently a member of a Presbytcry which
bias aiready been repalsed in its cndcavaur ta put this
very measure in cmbrya) aaatu practacai eperatian-
repulsed by tee unexpectcd and astaunding qucry,
"Whence stipend ? I That's ricb 1

During the caurse af my ministry 1 have had occa-
sion ta visit marc tlaan ance sucb a cangregatian as
is describcd by IlOne af the East" IIn instance No. i
af bis article. Tndeed, framt facts given, I arn very
much mistaken if il bcet ot nc and the samne.

11resuming that 1 am flot mistaken, I prccd.
Nao' 1 attrîbate il ta latent wisdam in 'lOaae of the
East I that hc dlaims no wisdona. On that score I
amrndy ta forgive him. I attribute it al5a ta the
fact that bis wisdom is but latent tbat he shauid have
instanced such a case as Ilillustrating tht successful (?)
warking of the prescrnt system." For I affirmn that
this case is net a fair instance. I question if thre
ailher such cases cauld bc faund thraugbout the whale
Churcb. It is, therefare, an exception, and shoaald
never bc taken te illustrate the rule.

Thas cangregation as in very peculiar circumstances.
Tht land an which they are settlcd is of tht poarest
kund. It as not reali>' fit ta live on. Tht large
ma rnjority cf themn subsist, nlot an tht produce af their
awn farms, but an maney earned b>' their young men

Iand wamen in the ncighbouring Republic or else-
wherc. The people are hardy and persevering.
The>' remnain there nanstl>' because their lirnited capi-
tal as sunk in tiacir aIt but werthless tarmns. Tht>'
are naturaliy liberat with what tlaey have, and kind-
Ileartèd. Their tlc minister seeing ail] tis did net
urge thenm ta pa>' his stipend with any degree cf
regularity, and the consequence wvas th2t at the end
o f lias pastorate among thcrn they -were indebîed ta

Ihim ta the extentcf net iess than $4oa. A number cf
1those wlao helpcd te niake up the original subscrip.
1 ien have passcd away-some ta allher ceuntries,
ethers ta realnas wlaence the>' shahl not retura.fTht poor cangregatian has, since the demise o
thear pastor, been strugging te wvape eut that debt.

jAnd that is the sole reason why they werc net settled
f wathan a reasonable perîod alter becaming vacant
ffour years ago. -That as the "1purposel'ta thich they

put thse 1 ttie they save, and which they wvauld nat
Pv'llinglytdevaote ta a prabatieaser's expense. Since
thse deanase of thear tlt pastor they sustained the
f anans et grace among thcmselvts fromt April ta Octe.
ber or so, and thre Sabbaths at New Year-each
year tailt Uhe present year. Thcy have aise been cen-

jtrabutaasg ta the Schiemes af the Churcht more or Iess
iberaily. Thear debt aise as naw, 1 presume, pretty
nearly waped eut. Again, 1 do -ati suppose it as an>'
lault af thers; that they arc not setticd. Instead of anc
they have extended practicatiy twc catis ai inte. The
first cait kept themn waîtmng a cansaderabie lime in

gsuspense. It was declaned af course. -As soan as
îiîey got on their feet again tht>' extended another
cal wbkch kept themn in suspense fer soinething aver
seven mnîs 1 During this time what cauid etiey
do? This accatunts for the fact that tht>' 'ere nlot
reguhar>' supplied this summer as usuai. Is il
really thear fault tht>' are vacant tlaas tweYlve-maonth
hack ?

F~urtiier, sînce tht>' manifcsted their %viilingncss ta
prced ta cati, hoiv mTany prebationers did tht>'
heur ? iJad tbey hicar fourt Dad thcy htbrc e

41-o"One cf the East' replies, " thcy weuld net,

receive any.1» And yct Ilone ef the East Il will iiold
up this congregatian asgaa instance illustrative cf the
(allure of tut present isystem. A place where, ho
must admit, our present systcmt had liadt ne fair trial.
He Catnaot point ta tbrec rejected candidates if 1 amn
rightly infornied. Passib>' the scarcit>' cf Gaclic-
spcaking probationers (as I knaw the cengregation,
needs such) mn>' bc mentioncd as an extenuating act
fer bath Preshyter>' and congregation. Twenty years
iathout a paster I Dots that mean twenty yCars
withaut Gospel ardinances. Certainl>' not. As
alrcndy statcd, the>' are gencrally suppicd rcgu-
larly fer seven or eight menths in tht ycar and acca.,
sionally duting thetrmaining five or four months.
Tlîcir Cburch is net ciased a Sabbath in the ycar I
arni tld. Tlacy meet ever>' Snbbath, and ane of thc
eiders taktes charge and expounds tue Woerd ta the
edificatien ai the hearers. 1 sa>' edification adviscdly
fer soine af these eiders can bandIt divine truth with
such ability as wauid put many a distinguished (?)
grad ta shame. Sheuid such a congregatiais be ln-
stanccd as illustrative cf failure (?) af tht prescrit
systemcf settling vacancies P Shauhd such a congre-
gation bc recently stigmatized as bard andi stiff-
necked as bas heen dont by IlOnt cf tht East"?
Is it net utter>' unfair ta bring ibis instance forward
as shewing what is a camman occurrence throughout
aur Churcha'

1 shai nlot trespass an yeur space by examining ia-
stance Na. 2. 1 miglit locale it aise and passib>' ex-
untratc il froan blarne. Nor shall I take up lime or
space prapasing mensures ta deai with such cases. For
I deem our prescrnt systemt as effcient, if flot marc sa,
titan an>' ather systeni extant or extiac.t.

1 arn asked te salve a prabicni for IlOnt of the
East," vaz., Ilwhen a caragregatian fails te exercise the
right ta pcrform dut>', should net tht Presbyter>' act
an tht interests of that congregatin ?Il Most cer-
tain>'. Give tbcm tvery facilit>' ta perform dut>'.
Strive ta produce canviction re dut>'. IlBut that is
net exactiy what 1 antan. Shoulti not tht Presbyter
cait a minister fer the congregation ?' I sec tbat's
il. Wel, suppose a case. You hear ane of yeur
parishioners cursing and swtaring. You rebuke. htm,
and tell bim it is bis "ldut>'" ta central bis tangue-
kccp it pure. Ht still sîvears. A faitbfui pastar, you
do net give him op ; yau stili urge bim ns ta bis
tgdut>'." But stili no reformatien. Let me tell wbat
ta do. Just act l "in his interests," and you cense
swearing far bima ; reieve him of bis "ldut"'l and
yoursclf cf thc trouble af enforcing "duty " an his
mind. "lOnt ai the E~as t" -bas wisely admitted that
it is the Ilright I and "lduty' cl f a cengregatian ta
cati a paster. That being the case, should a Prcsby-
tery, baving caiied and settied a minister ever a cen-
gregatien, relieve said cangregation fram its duty and
exonerate it (ram tht guilt incurreti in nlot performing
that duty ?

WVould nat such conduct an tht part ai a Presbyttry
scai the cangregation ia ils guilt and bar it front ever
fulfiliing Usat particular duty ? M~rEtR

REPORT ONV BOOK OF FORAIS.

'MR. EDITOR,-Itay 1 ask the faveur af bcing per-
rnitted thraugh tht calumns of your paper ta infarm
ail wbo are interested in the subject, that a capy of the
Repart of Changes made in tht Book ai Forins wbich
was laid an the table of last Gencrai Assernbly bas
been prepared and printed ; and that a capy bas been
mailtd te ever>' minister on tht roll ei tht severai
Synods. If any bave been overleoked, cr an>' minis.
ter ivhost name is net an tht rails, or an>' eider
desires ta have a capy, I witl send il an receiving hi?
requcst.

Tht matter has ta ga again before tht Presbyteries
af the Churcb, and it is desirabie that it bc cen-
sidtred by themn al ns eariy a date as passible;~ se
that there may be time before April next fer the Cern-
mittet te mett and prepare tht repart fer next
Assemb>'.

Tht importance of the revisian is net ta be ignorcd.
At the saine time as it is a revisien cal>', andi net tht
preparatien cf a ncw book, that lias been sa long in
band, as ne change cf great importance bas bttn in-
traduced in tht revisien, and as wbere axay cansider-
able change bas been made, the appreval. cf a Gene.
rai Assemb>' hati fixs. been ob.taintd, i xnay appear
tosaine that tbc Çhurch should next year bc pre-

pae aissue the new rcvised editian:ofgthe Book o
af s jon JO LAING, COnVtnCP Of CzUe.c
Tite Mansc tc, Sej3tCrnbCr 26, 1888.
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