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CONCERNING MANILEST MINISTERIAL
INLEFICIENL Y.

BY KNOXONIAN

The action that 1s being taken by the Free Church
of Scotland, 1n regard to what s catled * Manifest
Ministerial Ineffictency ¥ may lead to discussion and
perhaps to similar artion on this sule of the water
The term “Mamfest Mimstenal Inefiiciency ® 1s
rather cumbrous. 1t 1s shght!ly Johnsoman m its ning,
but as most ecclesiastics dearly love high-sounding
words, it may be allowed to pass with a very shght
examination. ** Manifest Ministerial Inefliciency”
Manifest to whom ?  There 1s probably not a minister
on carth that soincbody does not cansider inefticient
To whom s the minater’s inefiicency to be made
manifest ? To his friends® They don't believe he is
inefficient. ‘To lns cnemies® They dertared him in-
eflicient before there was any evidence of mefiiciency
To his Presbytery® Half, or three fourths of his Pres
bytery iay not be any more efiicient than the unfor-
tunate on trial,

The prinaipal, or perhaps only difierence between
the man on trial and most of i judges may be. that
they got an easier place than he got.  Providence
assigned them comparatuvely easy work and assigned
him very dufficult work ; and because they 2&snt they
have done their casy work better than he has done
bis difficult and almost impossible workXthey will
convict him of inefficiency ' That 1s almost what
a trial for munisterial inefficiency would amount ta
in the Presbyterian Church mn Canada

We once heard an efficient ounister desrmibed by
one who now makes ministers as ** @ mnster that the
prople like® \What people? The Lord's people or
the other party? Had Paul been tricy by that
standard, it would have gone hard with him  Paul
had a lhighly cultured and anstocratys audienre at
Athens, but most of them mocked him. The Athens
people did not like lim. He was not popular as a
city preacher. They sioned him out of Icomum.
Had there been a Presbytery in Icomum, they might
have tried the apostle for * Manifest Ministenal
Inefficiency *  For some reason or another he didnt
take with the Iconium people.  He tried hard and we
are told spoke * boldly " but it was no use. Perhaps
if he had spoken less “boldly * he would have been
more popular.

Before going to Itomum, he and Barnabas tried to
do some work in Antinch The Antinch people did
not like him. We havea synopsis of the sermon Paul
preached there, and certainly it was a very able effort
Instead of making the people like hum, it stirred up
the old man in them, and they drave Paul and his
companions out of the place. And not only were ths
men of Antioch oppnsed to Paul. The “devout and
honourable women ” helped the chief men of the city
in persecating the apostle  And when the devout and
honourable women turn aganst a preacher, his use
fulness 15 gone. Had there been a Presbytery of
Antioch, they mght have tnied the apostle for
* Manifest Ministerial Inefficiency.”

When they were stoned out of Icontum, Paut and
his companion went to Derbe and Lystra, to see what
they could do in the rities At Twstra Pau? preached
and healed a cripple and the work seemed t. start
well. The apostle, however, bad scarcely more than
made a good beginning, when some people from
“atioch and [comum followed nm up and stirred up
the people of Lystra against him. These Antioch and
Iconium people were a good deal like the lavely
people of modern days, who follow up a mmister
from one congregation 1o another, and either try to
keep him from getting a call, or hurt him afcer be has
been settled in his new congregation. They were
more honourable, however, than their modern mita-
tors. They went and attended to the matter person-.
ally sn broad day lighi, whilst theirr modem imitators
stab 1n the dark by sending anonymous letters, or
post cards, or communications marked * strictly
private.”

The effect of the visit of this deputation from
Anuoch and lcomum upon the Lystra peopic was
very bad. They stoned Paul and drew him out of
the city, suppnsing he was dead Tt is a poed thing
for the world and the Church that they were nustaken
in regard to the amoupy of vitality possessed by the

apostle.  Paul did his best in Lystra, but he did not
succeed. Had there been a Presbytery there they
might have convicted him of “ Manifest Ministerial In.
efficiency.” In thesethree cities, Antioch, Iconiumand
Lyatra, Paul was decidedly anpopular.  He was quite
as unpopular in many other places. Had he been a
candidate for a call in any of these citics he wouid
nut have had the ghost of a chance. Perhaps the
only place where he could have come anything near
getting a call would have been in Ephesus ; and even
there, Demetrius mught have brought influence to bear
on some of the Church people tha. would prevent the
apostle from entering the pastoral relation,

The Master once said to His friends  * Woe unto
you when all men shall speak well of you."” 1f the
standard of mimistenat efficiency 1s to be the hkesand
dislikes of any and cvery kind of people, that passige
should be changed to read * Woe unto you when all
men don't speak well of you.” There tsatremendous
fuss made mn the Church if anybody proposes to
change a lme or two in the Confession of Faith,
Pracuically, we are in danger of changing afew things
in a much higher authority than the Westminstes
Standards. One of these thingsis the standard by
which the cfficiency of a Gospel mimster 1s tried.
His very faithfulness in the discharge of duty may
create dishike on the part of many people, and this dis
hke mav casily run the good man out of s manse
and pulpt.

SERMONS PREACHED IN ST. ANDREW'S
CHURCH, QUEBECH

Lvery one who has ever heard Dr. Cook in the pul-
pue will expect much, in taking up this volume of
sermons published at the close of a long ministry, and
edited by the preacher himself. And no one who
knows what good preaching 1s will be disappointed
in making acquaintance with these sermons, each one
presenting some important aspect of truth, mn &
thoughtful, sober-minded and most suggestive man-
ner.  The lover of sensation and cccentricity in
preaching, the mere sceker of novelty, will find
nothing to gratify them here ; for this preacher could
not stoop to the ad captandum methods which win for
some “popular preachers” an ephemeral influence.
For this reason, his audience will probably be limited
to the more thoughtful class of readers, but n ¢that
class be ought to command an appreuauve public
outside of those to whom the vofume 1s affectionately
inscribed, and by whom 1t will doubtless be most
prized ; —all namely, *who have been, or are,
members of St. Andrew’s Church, Quebec.”

One thing that will impress the careful reader of
these sermons 1s that, in some respects at least, they
are model sermons. There 18 a true ideal of art in a
sermon as in any other hterary production, on what-
ever subject—and these sermons have artistic merit,
as well as the pre-eminent ment of truth. Each ser-
mon is complete so far as it goes, It has a clear
outhine of the particular truth to be presented, which
can eastly be grasped on the most cursory glance at
its contents, while this outhine 1s filled 1n with so
much thought and completeness that the careful
reader will find his enjoyment of it hardly satisfied
by a single perusal.

Gf this characteristic, the first two sermons of the
volume furnish excellent examples ' “ Christ the
Lamb of God,” and * Chnst the Revealer of"God.”
The first approaches the great central mystery of the
Gospel in a ralm, reverent and thoughtful spint, very
different from the crude and shallow presentations of
it which we often meel with, from the friends as well
zs the foes of Christianity. After showing how a sin-
burdencd soul needs to have something done for it
and 1, in reheving from conscious guilt, and
awakening new feehings and desires, he goes ontosay .

Why should it appear strange that it is not given us te
know all the reasons which readered necessary such a sacri
fice ! It s enough for as to know tha. the law was magni
fied and made hunourable by 1, and is it not a great and
worthy end to contemplate a2nd acromplish, to give justre
and digmity, aad 2 more sacred nght, as it were, of obliga.
tion to that law, holy, just and good, which is the expre:sion
of God's will 2 12 15 enuugh for us to know, as a matter of
experience, that the fauh of this sacnfice has served and
does serve 1o slay the enmity of the natural mind, and create
1 the soul the very source and fountain of all virtue, the

tove of God. And a5 to God's taking pleasure in the suffer
ings of the holy Saviour, that the Scriptures say not  Bat

* Sermons Preached 1 St. Aadrew’s Church, Qaebec.
By Jobn Coox, D.D., LL.D. (Montreal: Dawson
Brothers.)

.

e takes pleasute—as if there be any conformity in the

morat nature of God with that of man, Iie must do {n the

spectacle of vintue, exhibited among these suffetings, the

‘nllence, the fortitude, the meekness, the magaanimity of
lim who gave liimself for us.

From the second sermon, “ Christ the Revealer of
God,” the following sentences may be taken as giving
the leading and central thought of the sermon .

No man hath seen God.at any time, nor can any man
figure what God is.  But on fesus the eyes of men did look,
and the pen of man, under the guidance of the good Spirit
of Gad, has recorded what man saw in Him. And from
that record and by 1ts help, it is still possible for us to call
up befure our minds, and to contemplate the holy Saviour
of mankind, as {{e appeared {n the unrufiled calmness of a
nature which was at once unspotted in Putlty and overflow
ing with tendencss,  Dhvine power, whidons and goodness,
all 1n e .crcise for man's behoof, shone forth in the actions
of I daily life, and {n s whole execution of the pgreat
work for which He came,

Several of the sermons might be more especially
cited as being more peculiatly adapted to the wants
of our own age, as distinguished from others—an
adaptation by no means too common in the averige
sermon. \When some of our leading philosophers are
absolutely glorifying the selfish principle so far as to
make morality synonymous with a refined selfishness,
~~the sermon on “Christ's Mission to Edrth" well
shows what is the leading feature of His kingdom,~
a *ruth to which even the ‘nominally * Christian
world " is only beginning to wake up. How many of
our * adherents,” or even of our communicants—not
o go farther still—if judged by their ordinary
“lite and conversation,” could be supposed heartily to
hold and realize the following expression of what
ought to be a very commonplace of Christianity :

A Christian is a servant, a minister-~another name fora
servant,  Heis one who labouss for others, whose heart is
not engrosced with selfish aims and pursuits, but glows with
social tenderness for all mankind, whose religion is not of
that selfish kind which cantemplates ouly his awn salvation,
but ®hich has repard also for the moral and spiritual good
of others ; who does not say, in tegard of any object or
tnterprise of benevolence, with the wicked Cain: **Am}
my brather’s keeper2" but who gladly seeks to profit by
and improve every opportunity of uscfolness, 1 tel) you,—
this dispuvition to serve, to minister, to be useful to others,
uszful in your day and generation according to the measare
of your capacities and opportunities, useful when active ex.
ertivn i3 requiced, and uselul when self-denial and sacrifice
are required—is at_essential to the Christian character, a1
necessary an sttribute of a true and faithfol subject o
Christ’s kingdom on earth, as is bumility. A selfish Chris.
tian ! a Christian tuken up only with ﬂi: own immediate
wterests, a Christian not prompt to minister to others, of
nut casung about tu scek the means of usefulness in the
world and in the Church, why the very idea fsabsurd, How
should such a one be a follower or a subject of Him, who
came not to be miuistered unto, but to minister, and to gire
His life a ransom for many?

Another sermon on “ How Christ’s Dactrine 1s to
be Tested,” contains truths which 1t would be well fof
all “ unbehievers ” to consider, and also for those wha.
gwing a merely nominal assent themselves, hastiy
condemn others whose difiiculties are caused bya
more honest and sincere consideration than their ows,
Two quotations wili illustrate this:

What the text states {St, John vii. 17} is simply this:
** Honestly purpose, honestly seck and sinveto do wgnt yo:
fcel and believe to b2 the will of God, and in so dofop yo
shall come to a sound conclusion on the question, iri o
entertain it whether the doctrine ¢f the Gospel be of God
or of man.” But—how is it that this doing of the will d
God-1hus being truly and honestly mindcg to do it—en
tell on the point, whether Christ’s doctrine was haman «
divine? To this, what if we should simply answer, 77y;
Em the matter to the test of experiment. There can be o'

atm an tryaing.  There is positive good in toying ; it isy
pusitive duty to try.  The required disposition, the requirel|
effort, may nave a bearing on this great matter ; nay, it may;
have just such bearing on it as the text indicates, though s
one should be able to tell Aszo.  To try costs a man only te!
give up sin—sin against God and his own consaienc:
These will be gain in that, even though his doubts shoel!
not be tcsolveé'. But they will be resolved.  Ilo was itk
Truth who spoke thic text, and He came for the revelatic
of the truth.  His words will not fals 10 the around ; andi
who 15 honestly minded to do the will of God will not {3
ultimately to come to an assured eonviction in regard 1otk
doctrine of Christ; and to the conviction that ft was o
Chnist's as man, but the Father who sent Him.

_The thoughtless and heartless assent, which multit
give to Christian truth, doss not make them lollowers
Chust, nor will it catitle them to be partakers of His glog
One great past of public preaching and teaching has i
beeu o distinguish and to maks the distinction to e felt
acknowledgea between such carcless assent and the h
convictions of the understanding and the heart, which
can sanclify and save, But circumstancesscem to bearis
which will do this bettcr and more effectually than the
sons of the pulpit.  Christianity to all appcarsnces is
proaching snother great crisis in its now long history.
vevival of faith in the end of the last century, is givi
perhaps we should rather say, has given—placetoar
of the old scepticuur, o} though appesring in new f
and hosts of learned sad subtle and invelerate enemics




