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The action thai as betng taketi byi the liree Claurcia
cf Scctland. in regard to sibat is cîlieal "Mantfest

'Ministerial lncfficnry" îniay lu-ad te discussion and
perhapa to suilaiIr aiion on tii sîie nt aie %vatcr
The teril " Mtnraifest Miraisterînh lnefrircncy " îs
rathor cumbrous. lh as slîgiflv Joliinsoni.n -n lts rang,
but as most ecclrçinsties de.iriy love high-saiunding
svords, it inay ho alloweil tu pass %vieil -a va'ry sligbl
exanaination. II Mnifiest Ministerial laaffcicency "
Mlanifeit la whoni There ts proliably ot a anînister
an cardia that soinebody dors ni çnnsidea tneticient
To %vham as the min:ater's inefficiency to bc made
manifest i To bais friends > Tiiey doute believe hie is
ineffacient. To lis enteaic'I Thiey derhatrd lim in-
efficient belote there usst any evideiire nfinefîtiena-y
Ta bis Prcsbytcry) Hall, or titrer lourths rat Tais Pres
bytcry tnay net be any mort elï,a-aont titan the~ unror-
tunate on trial.

The principal, nr perbaps only diffirence beiwecn
the nman an trial andl inst nf hais îulgeç niay be. dit
they gel nu casier place tlanr ho got. providence
assigned thein compara taveIý easy work nal assigned
anrr s-ry difficult wark; ;anal because they 'lrink tbey

have done tiacir easy wvork botter titan hoelias donc
bis difficult andal amait imnpossible work, thcy whli
convict hlmi of inefficiency!1 That as ahaaost what
a triai for ministerial ineffaeieiicy wouild amouant ta
in the Presbyterian Churcli ira Canada

WVe ance heard an efficient mînasuer deesrîbed by
anc who note makes ministers as "*a 'ii,Ptiter thatihil
,0îopôe like," WVhat people ? The Lord's people or
the ciller party; 1lad Paul been tracta by that
standard, il would bave gnne bard %villa humr Paul
bad a highîy cultured and aristecratit audienre ai
Athens, but anost ai theni mock-ed bain. The Athens
.Éeople diltnt hike latim. He ivas flot popular as a
city preaclier. Tley siancd airrh out of Iconîium.
Had ihere been a I'rcsbytery in Iconauin, îley inight
have trîcal the apestie fer Il Manilcst llînasteriai
lneficacncy " For soute reason or another lic didn't
take with thc lconium peuple. H-e trrned bard and we
arc taid spolke " boîdly " but it nsun use. Pcrbaps
if le hadl spoken lesq I "boIdly be would bave becra
more popitîar.

Bfrer goang ta Icoîiu, ho an'1 farnabas trical te
do sorie svork in Antinoeb Thc Antîncla people <bal
flot like ha. We have a synopsis cf the serin Paul
proacliea there, anal cermiiniy il as-as a very :%ble effort
Instead cf making the pentple like lain, iu stîrreal up
the oId mtan in uhcm. anda tbey rIrnve [Paul and Tais
companions out ef the place. Anal net anly store th*
men of Antieci oppnseal te Paul. The IIdos-oui and
honourable wcmen " belpeal the chiot men cf the cîty
in perboLtlng the aposthe Aaa.1 ashen the de voit anal
honourable wenien tu.n agatrsu a preacher, lis tise
fuiracss as grane. lad there bern a I>resbytery of
Ar.tacch, they mîgît have tracal the- apostle for
"Maniesu Nisnisterial Inofficiency."

XVben tîesj were stoucal oui of Iconîiuin. Paul anal
bais cemnpanion svcnt tn I)crbc and Lystra, tu sce whîat
tbey coutl do iin ther ft'es Ai 1 vî-an Paul priiled
and bouboui a -rpple andl tIe uaork seemeal t-ý start
wl. The aposule, however, bad scarceiy more ihan
mide a good bcginninsz, when sie people frein
ý-_ttecb anal [contiur tollowced hiai up anal starreal up

the people nf L,,stra agairist Tari These Antjocli anad
Iconluin people werc a gocal dent like the Inaveiy
peopleo f mxodern days, %%ho feilow up a mînisuer
froin anc cengregataen te anetbor, anal cntier try tei
Iccep bin from geîîarag a rill. or hurt hîm alter hoe bas
been sectîa in lias iiew caragreg-ation. They wcre
more, honourable. lîowever. than theîr m9dern 'mita-
tors. They wcnt andl atuendeal ta the mauter persan-
alhy in broad da> hlit, ashal5t ibear modem imatater%
stab in the dark by sending anonymous louters, or
post cards, or communications markea l "surictiy
pris-aie."

The effect cf the vasit ai thas .icpuuacaon froin
Anuaecb andl Iconiumi upon thc Lystra peopie «as
vcry bad. Tbey suoeoa Paul andl drew him eut of
thc city, supplsing lic wns dead lu as a gacal thing
for the worîd andl the ChurcI that they vere mistaken
ira regard to the amoupt of iitçLity possessed by t1t

apoistie. Pauld did bis best in Lystra, but lie dld fot
succced. Und thero, been a Presbytery tiiere they
lth t have convicteil han cf Manifest Ministeri lu.

efriciency.1" In lhese tbree cities, Antioch, Icaniuni and
L itra , l'aul tvns decidedly érnpopular. H-e was quite
nis unpopulat in înany other placcs. Ulnd hie been a
candidate for a cnil in any of these ciis hie would
nut have land thie ghcst of n chance. Perlinps the
only place wlierc he coulai have corne anything tient
gettîflg a caîl watilil have been in Ephcsus ; and even
there, Liemetîtus mîgh'lt have brought influence ta bear
on sorie of the Churcli people thi. would prevent the
apostie fraont ntering the pastoral relation.1

The %Master once said te His friends "Waeo tinta
you wlhen ail men shali speak wvell of you." If the
standard of minaisterial efficiency as to be the hkesand
dislikes af nny nnd ecry kind of people, that passàge
should be changedi to rend Il ae unto you %%hen ai
nien don't spealcivellcf yeu." There is atrernendous
tuss made in the Cliurcb if anybody proposes ta
change a ie or two in the Canfession of Fallt.
Practically, we arc in danger of changing a fcw things
in a inuch highcr authority than the Westinster
Standards. One cf these tlîîngs as the standard by
whaca tile efliciency of a Gospel ininîister is tried.
lis very f.tlthfulness in the discliarge of duty înay
create dislike an the part cf many people, and thîs dis
like mav casily run the goed man out cf is nmanse
and pulitii. __________

SERMiONS PREACIIEL) lAr ST. ANVDREWV'S
CH UR CH, (QUEBE C.~

Lvtry one tva bias ever hecard Dr. Cook ini the pull
pit wvili expect much, in taking up this volume cf
sermons published at the close of a long mnistry, and
edited by the preacher himself. And no aile wbo
knows ivhat good preaching as tvali bc disappoînted
in making acquaintance with these sermons. each ane
prcsenting sorie important aspect of bruth, in a
thaugbttui, sober-minded and Most suggestive mari.
ner. The lover cf sensation and ecccntricity in
preaching. the mncre scker of novelty, will find
nothing to gratify glaeialbere ; for ibis prcacher could
net sloop ta the adcaptaitdiiiiniethods which win for
somte 'Ipopular preachers " an ephemeral influence.
For ihis reason, Tais audience will probably be limited
ta tbe more thougbttui ciass cf readers , but in ihiat
class lie aught to command an appretiatave publit.
autsidc cf those ta whom the volume as aifcctionately
inscribed, and by whoin it will doubtless be Most
prized ; -aIl naincly, 'who have laeen, or are,
menibers cf St. Andrew's Cliurch, Quebe.>

oine thiîng that will amprcss the canreful reader af
tbesc sermons as that, in saine respects at least, they
are sptadet sermons. There as a true ideal of art in a
sermon as in any other litcrary production, an what-
ever sublect-and tti.Lse sermons have artistac ment,
as wcll as the pre-emîanent menit ot truth. Each ser
mon is camplete sa far as it Rues. It bas a cîcar
outitne of thc partîcular trullh ta bc prescntcd, whicb
can easily be grasped on tbe most cursary glance at
its enntc-nts, wvhite ibis eutlîne as filled in with se
much thougbt and ccmpleteness tiîat the careful
rentier wili find bis tnajoynient cf it hardly saîtisfied
by a single perusal.

(1,1this chirncteristie, the first twe sermons of the
volume furnish excellent exampies - lChrist the
Lamb cf God," a-nd IlChnsî the Revealer orGod.'
rhe first npproaches the great central mysterv cf the
Gospel in a ralm, relieront and thouglittul spirit, very
different framn the crude and shallaw presentations; cf
il which we efuen meef evith, frani the friends as will
zs the tocs of Christianity. After sbau%-ng boiv. sin-
hurdenud seul needs ta have something donc for Itl
and le; ît, in relieving froin censcieus gult, and
awakcnaing new feelings and desires, hc goes on to say .

Why shoulal i appear straigc gîbai il is net givcn us le
know aIl the reasons whicb rcodercd necessary such a saci
hice 1u Its enougha for us to inow tha. the iaw was magot
fied and made hunourable by i, andl ia il not a çreat and
worthv endl te cotemplate and acremplisli. ta Cive lustre
and dtgnaty. aand a monre suared righî, as Il were, cf oblig~a.
tion tu triai law, hely. just and good. wbîch is thc expression
of (sodas wiil It as cniaugh for us Ie know, as a matter cf
experience, ahat the fail of ibis sactifice bas serlit-t and
atoci serve te slay the crantv of the nalural mind, and create
in the soul the very source and founitain of aIl virtue, the
lave of Goal. Anal es to Goda talcing pleasure ina the suifai
angs cf the hé' y Saviaur, tbat the Scripturex s2y net Blut

»sermons Preached in St. Andrews rhurcb, Oinebec.
By John Cocus< D.P., eLD. (Moixtrea1: . Iawaon

lie lttkes plesîte--u If there bc any coA'fotmaity ln the
moral nature of God wilh tIiat ai man, le musit du In the
spectacle of ittue, exhibiteal among uhese suffétlogs. the
patience, the teutittide, the meeknes,, the tnagitanimity nil
#ii Who gave Illmîcif (or us.

Frein thc second sermon, Il Christ the Reveaier of
God, the tallowing sentences May be taken at; giving
the lead ing and central thetight oftthe sermon .

No man tuat sen Godlat any tîme, nor ceai av man
figure wiîGoalt u ilut an ets Ille eyca cf men aid loik,
and the )en of man, unuici the guidaince ni the goaol Spirit
of Goal, Ma tecoîdeal wbat man saw iu uM. Anal irem
aiat record anal by lts ialpi it fsil hpossible for us te Cai

up beftie eui mndeal, lnda te contemaplauc thne holy Saviciar
cf mankinal, as lie appeaied. in the unrufleal enimneas cof a
nature whicit was et once uiaspotucul In puarity atnd oerflow
ing witb ucraderneais. ivine power, wi idoma and goadncss,
*l i ane.crclsc feu man*s bebeef, shene forth lin the actions
or IlV daily fle, anal In lias wbole executlen of tF.c gteal
work Ior irt.ich lie came.

Several of the sermons rnigbt be mocre cspeciaily
citeal as being more peculi.-rly adaptcd ta the %vants
cf eut cwn age, las distinguished fromt othe.rs-an
adaptation by ne mnenus tee cemmun in the *uverige
sermon. When some of our leading philasophers arc
absoluteîy gierifying the sclish princîpie su far as ta
malte meraiity synanymotis with a refined scîfishuiess,
.-the sermon on "Christ's Mission le Ent'4lb ' well

shows what. i the ieading fceattire cf H-is kingdom,-
a 4rutb te wbich even the 'noiiina!iy l'Chîristian
world" is cnly bcginning tawakc up. Howmtany cf
our IIadherents," or even of our communkcanîs-not
te go fartber stil-if judged by their ordinary
Il i!e and conversation," cauld bc âupposcd hcartily to
hoid and realize the follatving expression of what
ought te be a vcry commonpiace ci Cbristianity :

A Christian is a servant, a minister-anothtr naine fer a
servant. lie il anc who laboursa for otiiers, whose heurt as
nfl eaîgresed whil îelllsh àaims andl pursults, but gIows with
social tendernesa fer aIl mankinal, whose religion fe not cf
illât seiluit la nd aa'hich contemeplat es culr his own salvation,
but Ohîch has regard elso for the moral andl spiimual gocal
oficethera: .wba dues net ay, in regard cf any abject or
<énteiprise af beauevahcnce, with the isiccea Cain: IlAi
my brnibier's keeper ?" but isha giadlv ateks te profit bt
anal iaprove every opporaunity cf utcfaîîness Igel)iyou,-
tits disp(,àution te serve, te minuster, te bc uucial te athers,
uscfui in your day and generation accorditig to the maeasoate
ut vetar capacities anal eppentunities, useful ishen active es-
ertiun as rcquared, andl usefui ishen self.denlal andl sacifice
are requircd-ha as essentUal ta the Christian charneter. ai
necessary an ataribute oC, a true andl faluhial aubject J
Christ's kiiigdom on eartb, as is haurnitll. A sehflsba Chais.
liai a Chistian t.aken up onhy wiuh bis cwn iatnedaata
inteacils, a Christian flou prompt te minister te athers, oi
nut casting about t,# teclk the mcmin oh asefulnesa in the
wurld aldin the Curch, wlay the veryfilceasabaurd. flocs
shoulal suait a anc bc a followcr or a suiject cf Hlm, Wbo
came flot au bie miîastered unto, but te minister, andl te git
liis lile a tansoin for many?

Another sermon on " How Cbrist's Dectrine las to
be Tcsted,' contains truaths which au would be tveii foi
aIl IIutnbelievrs "to consider, and aise for those wbo.
gîvîng a mcrcly nominal assent theniselves, hastal
condemno aliers whosc difficulttes are causeal by a
ancre bancest andl sîncere consaderation th-in their owt,
Two quiatations ili illustrate ihis:

Mhatrthe text statea [St. John vii. 171 la slmply thb:
lanestiy purpose. honestly sece and surave ta do what yo=

feel and lihevte ta b- te wl of Goal, and an se dnlvg yoa
shali cernte tu a sounia conuclusien an the question, il ycs
cratertaint lu tiheiber the doctrine cf the Gospel b. o ai Ge
or cf inri. " hut-how ia il that ibis doing of the ill d
Gud-'obus beint! truly anal bonesily mindel ta do itu-cu
tell on thae point, whtether Christ's doctrine %vas human «
d'varie? To ulis, sebat if ise abeutid simply answer, 7r7;
put the malter te tbe test cf experimenu. Tltesa cia bc a&
sarm an trying. There is positive gecl in trying ; il bs i

pusitive duuy te ury. The icquircal disposition, the requitd
effort, aaay havec a bearing on ibis great marier ; nay. il mq
bave jusî such bearing an Il as the text inahicates, thaugh et~
onc shoild bc able to tell hoio. Te try cois a man ol t
give tapa sin-sin agaînst Goal and bfis own conscaene?
There isili be 'in in tbat, even tbougba bis deulits sabout
net be recaehvr' But tbcy il! bc reselved. lie isas ths
Trulli whe spoke ti.c text, and le came for the revelatit
ai tlhc truti,. lts isards iîti not faitauotheground ; andte
wbo as iienestly minuled te de the svilh ci Ced ivill net fil
aaltimauchy ta cume ta an assurcal conviction in regard te lt
doctrine of Christ . anal toe c onviction that it wus w
Chraitas as mnan, but the Father isba sent Ilini.

The tboughtless andl heartiesi ussent, whicb naultitu
give to Christian truth, dots net meke theun iollowers
Christ, tntr avait u criile them te L-_ partale-ra of H-is gloqt
One great pait ci public pteacbing and teacbing bas 1
fiela to distanuiaîh andl toa nko the ditncdtio 1 à fi l
acknowledgea lietiseca buci carcleas assent andl the baconvictions et the undcrstanding anda the heart, bhich
can sanctify anal ave. But circttmistancessactaitoe ari
wbhiah will du tii beuter anal more effectually then the
sans cf the pulpait. Christianiuy ta ail appauaices la
proaching mnothr crat rrisis in its nais long histoay.
reVvali f(ailla bithe enal of the lait century, is get

cf the aid sceptictxim, oi tbeugh appes ring inu n.w
;nd fastits clar ae and 4uabte aId inveterate cutmaçi


