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W'E secit stated insome ofour Amcricaincxchatngcs
that the Salvatian Artny across the Unes, wishing to
raisc $25,000 for sormc special work in Newv Orleans,
raisedl it in a wcek by what thcy callcdi IIa weck of
scli.clenial." During ibis wcek they abstained frami
averything but wvhaî was neccssary In licé witb a ea-
sona'blc dcgrct ofcomfort, and raîsed tht mancy. W'J
arc not miuch ini lovec% îith the Illingo " -and samne of
the methods ai the Army, but ive are strongly of the
opinion that this is a much better waV to raise moneyI
than sorte of t11e methods adopttd by many congrega-
tions. A wcck's schf.denial would do congrcgatîons
much more good than some tea-incetings we have
seen. It is <tuile pos.ible that a uveek's or a month's
seif-denial for somte good purpase would hielp a con-
gregation much miore ilian a wveck ofso-called revival
meetings, at which sensucus -xcitemcnt may easily
pass as tht work of the D)ivine Spirit. A dozen men
in each congregation Icading consecrated andl self-
denying lives would soon make a revolution in the
Church. __________

A GLANCE at tht blue book just published rcminds
us that during tht past year the Church lost a worthy
eIder who bias lefi a monument behind him that wili
hast while Presbyterianism exists un tht Domlinion.
We refer ta tht late Mr. James Osborne, of Hamilton.
one of the founiders, if flot Mhe founder, of the Widows'
and Orphans' Fund of aur Churcîi. NIr. Osborne
look an active inttrest in the fund, and was Jiiril Con-
vener ai the Committet ait bis deth. On the lisi af
ihat fund there are now sixty-one widows, and wt:
know îlo hriw ma'iy orphans. Heaven alone nows
how much comfort the [und brings to thesc sixty anc
wido%%s and those depenclent upan them. NIr. James
Osborne was a quiet, kindly, unobtrusive main. Ht
probably neyer made a speech, nor atndtd a Con-
vention in bis life. But hie foundcd a fund whi:h is
as great a blcssing ta the Gburcb to-day as amy other
fond the Cburch poesesses. Nlayakind heaven send
us more James Osbornes--more men who can do
something thai willlive aiter ilieni' Ve have taîkers
er.ough. WVhat the Clburch netuls micst is inen ei
resaurces and action.

THr meeting of thc National Prison Cungress here
zasi week was tiinely. l'copie wcre just beginning 1

recover from the borror arnd dsgusi created by tht
revelatians af the Globe-'.% amateur "drunk." M'*any
had concluded it was high tune that somnthig should
be dont in tht way ai prison rtiorm. If tht meeting
ai the 1'ongress leads ta tht trection af poli.-e cells
in %I. human beings will bc treated hall as well as
an average Ontario farmer treats bis cattle, and tu
such au arrangtment of tht gaol a .will prevent that
institution froin beipr, a nursery fr criminals, then To-
rafla will have grcat reason 1,j be gratetel. Tht
trouble is that tao tmany meetinags of this kind end in
rebalutions andl talk It, is said that one rncmber ai
the Cangress is the most cloquent speaker in America.
If therelhad been any way ai putting the Congtss in
tht celi under the police court for ane night, or ai
-giving thern; a bath and a bied iii tht Toronto gaal,
tbey -wyould aIl have been eloquen., on at least one
subject nextmnorning. Tht visit was an enjoyable ùne

for aur neiglîbours. biy it prcîvpn profitablent for
us, espccially for tht uafortunatc lunatics in aur
county gauls!

Ir is praposcd ta ba.ld a ten-imîilian-dollar cat-
thedral in New N'ork City. homec h'resbytcnlans who
prabably have mare money tian sense have signifltd
thear %villingness ta contribtite touvard tht building
fund. Tfli Christ ian al IVo~rk observes that before
any further steps art taken it îight be well to ask
if Dr. Taylor, Dr. hiall, D>r. uriijîstan, Dr. Crosby,
Dr. %*anDylce and otllera uu-îhl be ahlowed ta prcach in
tIe new building wlien operîed for worship. That is,
wve shîoold say, a rallier pracîlcal question, and ane
that amy sensible Prcsbyteriam %would a.:k betore sendi-
ing mn bis clieque. Thet heory on which funds arc
asked (s thtat tht great cathiedral when buiht iuill rcp-
rescrit the "union idca'" in Clînistianity. 1Unicts
Epliscopalianisniin New York îs unlike Episcapah-
ianisin in amy ailler part of the wvorc, there wihl bc
mort ai tht Ilunion idea " in the treasary than in tht
pulpit. Ilrcsbyterîan moiîey uvîhl do wiucl enougli, but
%whcn it cames tai putting a I'rcsbyterinn in tht ptîlpit
the " union idea " miay bc conspîculous by ils absence.
Tht Presbyterîan who alhows hîîîîself ta ho caughît
with sucli ciaff muât have lcss sense than memnbers
ai tht iamîiy usually passess.

AiiouT one-sixth ai the cangregations in the
Ainerican Presbytenian Churcu arc vacant. Our con-
dition is not quie su hall. WVC have 775 pastoral
chargez a:îd nîncty-four vacancies, or one-eiglîth oi the
wholc number. In plain Et,glish this lmans that oe-
eighîth ai tht Church (s suffering nutnîenicahly, aInan-
cially and spirituahly. Perhîaps the mast seriaus fea-
turc of the case is tha, mosi ai thxese rongregation are
being preacbcd iat a state ai irritation, aind tht
vacancy may be ended, as vacancies sametimes aire,
by the calling and seutlement ai thîe poorest matn that
supplied tht pulpil. Ont reaisan îvhy we have sa
nîainy vacancies (s that îoa nainy Prcsbyîeries andl
t00 nîany people look upon thue resignation ai tht pas-
tan as the sure aind only rcmedy for every little ill
that may arise in a cangregation. Those whn hold
these radical-wc mîiglit say rcvalulionary-vîews
neyer stop ta thînk tîat a vacancy has mucli greater
drawbacks and dangers tItan amy faiîrly successful pas-
torale. Nor do they ever îhink that tht next pastar
may tint be one îuhit niant effective than tht hast whcn
he bas been sttled as long, and that the Eaime parties
wvha want ta evîct hîim may soon wanî ta cvict lus
successar. Their remedy for evcrything is Ilcoi tht
pastoral tic," no malter who or what suffers. That is
ont ai tht waiys in which we gettone-eighth ofaur con-
gtegaitions vacant.

DR. FIELD TO0 ROBER T G. INGERSOLL-

EvERY age sin ce the planting ofiChristiamity bas pro-
duced more or lcss canspîcuaus, mare or less able,
opponents ai tht Christian faith. In tht apostolic;
and post-aposiolic; days icee uçere many upholders ai
infldeliiy. They diffcred, tht ont froni tht ailier, in
opinion, in inethods ai attaick, andl they agreed only in
their unînîstakable hostility ta the religion taught by
the despîseul Gallcan. Tht caîni philosopher inper-
tunbably emdeavoured ta show that tht doctrines incal-
caîed in tht Sermon on tht Mounit were iînpraicticabhe
absuydities, the mort passianate rhetorician found
an unenviable deh(ght in honlding ap ta ridicule and
b-otn thet ruths that many heanîs ,.eld mosi bacrcd -
whîle others, movcd by a fierce and rehentless hatrecl
against tht pure and hohy precepts af tht Grea.
Tcar-her, indulged in inc-oherent and violent rlîapst -
dies, which rouseul their hearers ta a irenzîed intoher-
ance. Thet actics ai modemn uneci do mot differ
esstntially tram thase emplaycd in tht tarlier ages af
Chrislianity. There is the ponderous logic ai tht
English deisîs, tht keen wit and macking railhery
ai Voltaire, tht seiat;..iental flabbiness ai Rasstau, and
the wihd autbursts uf the liaders ai tht French Revalu-
tion. Later, Christiadîiy bias been sabjected ta tht
destructive criticism ai Gcrman Rationalism, which
flnds ils most posiLive expression in tht pages of.
Strauas-, while tht Oriental scholarship and tht fine
imaginative powc: ai Ernest Renan have dame their
best and their worst ta detbrone the Saviaur ai mem.

Onsiaughts an tht rhristian religion have been
and wiII continue ta be powerless. Its Four'lerls
words are trac, "Ic h gates of bell sh,.11 mi prevail

againsi Il," but they oflen dlsturb nnd unsettît the
wavcring. Tht racy philippics of Ingersoîl have a
certain fascination for Young mincis, and it ls quitc
possible there arc flot a (Civ i have been deephy
prejudieed against Christianity by tht lectures spoken
and published which have brought their authior nn
small nmaterial gain. lle 13 a muais pcsscssing gis
thiat fit hinm for gainang the popular car iwhen lie ap.
pcars an the plattarni. lie has a copious flow of
speech, rnuch draînatic poweT, a streng love o! bbety
aîîd îîatrcd et oppression. lic is, nioreover, an adept
in sarcastic bits and broad caricature. Tliere is
nothing remaiekable in the fact that thougli he often
outrages the finer fehi.igs ai a proîniscuous audience,
hie should on the wholc receive much npplause and
good pay when ha makes .r public appearatice as a
lcîurer against religion. H-e is flot strong an the
logical side, and in coiîscquencc lits diatribes have nat
cvoe.ed many replies. Tht laie Judge lIack w.is
morc tban a match for hit dialectically. Tht trulli
ai Christianîty hîoweler is mot dependent an the ski1ý
and abihily with wlîmch a, nîay be attaclced or deiendcd,
and dextetity in ar, îînent seules lîttît beyond the abîl
itV ai tht indiu'idual dispistants. However, it is ai tîrnes
mecessary Ia prevent the nuischîei îlîat tînanswered
attacks niay occasion ta show howt shallow and irre-
levant the vapourings of Robert Ingersoli teally are.

Dr. Henry NI. Field, ai the New York Evatigelii,
has writtcn in a inost excellent spirit, and with great
ability, an open letter t0: Robert G. Ingersoîl, uvhich
appeared in the Nûtrili Americtin Reviézw, and whiclî
has since bcen reprînted in mare extcnded torm. Dr.
Field riglhîly holds thant denunciation aind vitupttatian
are not tht best weapons t0 use in contending with
assailants af Cbristianity, and tlîough diere is rnuch
plain amni manhy tul sppaking in the letter, hie is
scrapuhously tender ofthe ftelings ol a main, who, how-
ever sensitive himself, has shown that in certain moods
he cari. eaisihy divest himself ai scrupulous regard for
the feelings ai others. Dr. Field bail passed an even-
îng under the roof ai tht infidel lecturer, and was
favourably imprcssed by seeing 1dim in the ligliî and
wvarmth ai tht home cîrcle. It is not necessary ta
make Ingersoll oui a mionster mn order to show that
bis .-eligious opinions are erroneous aind dangerous
in thîtir temdency, and thîs latter Dr. Field dots most
successiully, whilc treaiting the main who holds thcm
wilh tht amplest coutcsy. Tht points sa abhy stateul
in Dr. Fitld's Icîter are tht Existence ai God, tht
Inimortaliîy of the Saut. H-e then convicts Ingersilt
af caricaîuring tht doctrines af Christianity, clearly
stating tht purpose aind mteaning ai tht Atonement,
Regeneration and Future Retribution, wîthaut tht
emphoyinent af technical phraseology, and by means
af plain, famuliar and touching illustrations from
ordiziary lift.

Froni these, hie proceeds tu tht consideration
af tlie character ai Christ, M~ich hce presents as an
evidential argument in a sîrang and forcible light.
Appended ta ibis is a short paragraph which success-
fully overt'irns Ingersoll's snter at tht aiposîles as IIa
poor lot."

Dr. Field then procec-ds ta show that aIl that is
noble and beneficent in tht past history ai the Ame-
rîcan nation had ils inspiration in Cbrîstianity. The
arrivaI i oflte Iilgrim Faithers, and tht founding ai a
new Western natianaiy, origunated tin teligieus de-
votion and the love ai freedom. Domestic lite
reachies ils best in Christian hoames, trut national pros-
periîy and widespread infidelity arc incompatible.
Then t!le posiive benefits rc-igioub and! benevolent
activity have înspired by taîtb in Christ are mentioned.
Suci is tht worl, accomplished for the maierial, moral
and spiritual well-being ai Young men by meanaà af
the Y. M.C.A., home and forcign aissionary enterprise,
the hope that Christianiiy impresseàk in human hearis.
This is fol:owed by a poweriul paragraph on tht cvil
af amsettling religious failli in îvhich are tht fahlowîng
sentences:

I rhoulul think myschf wanting ini respect ta the mncwory of
ni> father and mother, if I could speak lightly af the failli
in which they lived andl died. Surely ibis mnust be mere
thoughtlemctss, for I cannai believe that you find pheasure
in l;iving pain. I have flot forgotten the geritle hanul that
was laid Upan your shavidex,>rnd the genlle voice whîch sad,
"IUnche RoLcrt wouldn't brit a fly I Andl yeî you bruise
the tendcrest sensibilities, and trample down whai is niant
chcrished by millions of sisters and daughters andl mothers,
little bceding that you are sportfng with Ilhuman creaturc's
lives."

Tht open _îer was suggested by converions
which Dr. Field had with Robert Ingersoîl. Reflec-
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