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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE
SYNOD OF TORONTO AND KINGSTON
ON SABBATH OBSERVANCS.

The following is the report of the Committee on
Sabbath Observance submitted by the convener, the
Rev. A. Wilson, to the Synod of Toronto and Kings-
ton, at its recent meeting at Belleville :

For lack, apparently of right views of the nature of
2he Sabbath, its obligations, in too man; cases and in
too many quarters, are not sufficlently recognized and
felt. Hence it may be well to direct attention, in the
beginnipg of this report, to this important polnt which
1les at the foundation of all proper Sabbath observ.
ance.

On examination it will bs found that the Sabbath
institution is partly positive and partly moral in its
pature. Tt is positive In so far as it respects the pro-
portlon of iime and the particular day to be devoted to
God's special service, He, to whom all time belongs,
might have required, had it pleased Him, a fourth or
fifth, instcad of a seventh portion of our time for His
special service. It is of His sovereign will that 2
scventh only is to be devoted to this object, And it
is equally of His sovereign will that from the creation
of the world till the commencement of this New
Testament dispensation that the seventh day of the
week was to be observed, and sincethen the first day
of the week is to be observed till the end of the world.
In this change there was no alteration in either its
nature or its obligation ; for whether it betheseventh
or the Grst day of the week, the Sabbath, so far as
time is concerned, consists in spending regularly a
seventh portion of our time in God's special service,

1t is moral in its nature, and not ceremonial, in so
far as that a certain portion of our time should be set
apart and 3bould be devoted to the special service of
Him, whosa we are and to whom we are indebted for
all our time and all other things which we enjoy. Out
of the very nature of things and our relation to Him
as our Creator, Freserver and Benefactor, this obli-
gation arises. All that we are and all that we haye
and all that we enjoy are His. Hence it i3 our most
reasonable service to devote some portion of the time
He Himselt has given us to His special sorvice. This
still further appears from our moral nature by which
we bave 2 sense of the existence of a Supreme Beisg,
and a conscious feeling that He ought to be feared and
worshipped, and hence some portion of our time shonld
be given to this object (from the place the Sabbath
law otcupies in the moral decalogue, being neither at
the end nor at the beginning, but in its very centre
where no one wounld expect to find the law of a care-
montial institution) from the time at which it was in-
slituted. That it was not instituted for the first time
at Mount Sinai is evident from the first words of the
fourth commandment, viz. - * Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy,” and from its baving been ob-

served by the Jews in the wilderness about one month
bafore they came to Sinal. No satisfactory account
of its institution except that contained in the second
chapter of the book of Genesis can befeond: #On
the seventh day God ended His work which He bad
made ; and he rested on the seventh day from all His
work which He had made. Aud God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because that in it He
had rested from all His work which God created and
made” Bat if instituted then, it was institated, not
for the Jews, not for any one portion of the human
family or any one age or dispensating, but for man—
for men of all nations and all ages and under every
dispensation, * The Sabbath ¥ says the faithful and
tros Witaess,  was made for man "—for man physi-
cally, socially, morally and spiritually. In all these
respects His well-being is wrapt up in the due recog-
nition of its obligations and its proper observance,

Being moral as well as positive in its nature, it is
perpetual and universal in its obligation. Its obliga-
tiop, as does that of all the precapts of the moral law,
and equally with that of all the others, lies directly,
not only on the individual, but on families, on so-
cisties, on corporations as such, and on nations in
their corporative capacity, “Iait theu shait not do
any work, thou mor thy con nor thy daughter,” and
the paternal authority must be exercised to prevent
them from doing any work but such 2s is of necessity
or mercy. “ Nar thy man-servant nor thy maid sery.
ant? Then all employers, be they individuals, cor-

porations or natlons, must ses that their employ#s
abstaln from work on this holy day. * Nor thide ox,
nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle;" so that all
owners of beasts, whosotver they may bz, are bound
by the commandment to give them rest on the Sab-
bath, It Is a merciful provision for them, made by
Hia to whom the cattle upon a thousand biils belong,
and which cannot be taken from them without violat-
Ing this precept of the moral law, and incurzing the
displeasure of the great Lawgiver. Companies, core
porations and astions, as such may employ servants
and possess beasts which may be employed in their
service. If so, then they are bound by the law of the
Sabbath, not only 1o permit them to rest, but to seo
that they do not wotk on this boly day. If families,
and companics, and corporations, and nations may
suffer as. uch—and it will not be denied that they may
~—Iit must be bacause they may sin as such ar * thus
violate as such, moral obligations, These existing as
such only in this life, it is only here as such they can
be punished for the violation of moral obligations,
Hence, sooner or later, during thetime of their exist-
ance, Sabbath.breaking will bring down upon them
the displeasure of Him who has said : " Rememberthe
Sabbath day tokeep it holy,” and subject them to that
punishment that is due to the violation of His righte-
ous :aw. For no two sins did the Jews, as a nation,
suffer mors than for those of Sabbath-breaking and
idolatry. And God has said that “the pation and
kingdom that will not serve Him shall perish; yea,
those nations shall be untterly wasted away,” Isa,
Ix. 12,

Further, the Sabbath is an institution of Thelsm.
It was instituted, as we bave seen, before the fall and
before man actually needed a Saviour, It is, there-
fore, however incorporated in a former and present
dispensation of the Gospel, an Institution of no one
dispensation, age, people, or nation ; but an institution
for all men, in all ages, nations, and under all dispen-
sations. But Theisin is essential to every state or
nation—essential to its existence, its well.being and
prosperity, Atheism Is destructive to 2ny natiop—
destructive of its peace, its prosperity, and of its very
existence. On two occasions, France saw attempts
made to found a civil goverament on Atheistic prin.
ciples, Butin what did they result? It two reigns of
terror. And there now exists in Russia an atheisiic
sect trylag to establish a new commonwealth. But
what is its favourite means? Assassination. We re.
peat it: Theism is essential to any nation. But no
less essential is the Sabbathto Theism. Wherethere
is no Sabbath, there the obligations under which men
are to God will soon cease to be telt and acknow-
Iedged, if not the very knowledge of God as the Su-
preme Ruler over all men and all things, ceases to be
retained. Hence, it becomes one of the first duties of
a State—~a duty which it owes to itself, alike for its
own continued existence, well-being and prosperity,
as well as a duty which it owes to the God of nations—
not only to recognize the Sabbath, but to respect it,
and protect it from all upnecessary infringements as
an institution, essential to its best interests, its peace,
its stability, and its prosperity,

In view of the solemn obligations of the Sahbath,
and the bappy efiects which flow from its proper ob-
servance, both to the individual, the family and the
State, there is reason for thankfulness thatit is as well
protected and observed as it is. While we rejoice to
make this statement, we are sorry to be constrained
to say, there exists in the land a very large amount of
Sabbath profapation, and that in Jagrant forms, There
is a'large amount of social visiting of neighbours and
friends, {nstead of spending the “whole day in the
pablic and private exercise of God's worship ¥—pleas.
ure-taking by excursions, and in other ways—numer-
ous unnecessary funerals, thus calling out many harses
and their drivers, bringing together large numbers of
people whose conversation is generally of 2 worldly
charscter, 2nd interfesing in various ways with the
proper duties of the day—processions with bands of
music on the public streets of our towns and cities,
and that in the name of religion—volunteer parades,
not for the purpese of telling off the men to different
squads, 25 is the case in the regular army, to be
marchad st the usual hour of worship to the differént
charches to which they may profess to belong ; but to
march 12 a body with bands of music playlng, to one
place of worship, thus making a sad instead of a grand
display, attracting crowds of people to the drill-shed
gad to the public strests, to the disturbance of that
peace and quietude which shonld prevail—in connec-

tion with religious camps and places of summer re.
sort, though under the mansgement of professing
Christlans — unnecessary running of boats on our
waters—the unnecessary runnlng of trains on our
rallways, and unnecessary work in our post-offices.

Itis to be feared thereis much Sabbath-breaking
in connection with livery stables, Horses that shosld
have the rest which God bas given them are hired out
on the Lord’s day to persons who use them only for
their own recreation and not for works of necessity.
And It Is to be regretted that in our towns and cities
places of business are kept open to a very late hour
on Saturday night, thus, oftentimes, unfitting em-
ployés for the happy and profitable enjoyment of the
Sabbath and its appropriate services. Business is too
often rup into the very last hours of the week, if not
sometimes, into the early hours of the Sabbath mom-
ing, And your committee think it is to be regretted
that the unscriptural name, * Sunday,” is employed so
oftcn by Presbyterians and even ministers of the Pras-
byterian Church to designate God's holy Sabbath
day. Isthere not good reason for abstaining from
this, and using only the name of Sabbath or Lord's
day?

We would call special attention to a naw departuse
made by the Grand Trunk and the Post-office Depart.
ment Jast July, by the former startinz a speeial pas.
sengertrain on Sabbath evening, both from Teronto and
Montreal, and the latter ordering mails to be made up
for and despatched by these trains. Earnest protests
from the pulplt, in the newspapers, and by petitions
agalnst these new infringements of the Sabbath wers
made, which resulted only in abating a little the work
performed in the post-offices. These tralns still run,
and these mails are still made up and despatched on
the Lord’s day, It is worthy of special notice that
since the time these trains were started, there has
been ona disaster after another on the Grand Trunk,
involving the loss of many lives and the destruction
of a very Lmrgf amount of property. Insomeinstances
it was stated to be as much as $50,000, and the second
day of this year will be ever memorable for the loss of
life and property by the Humber disaster_that deso-
lated so many homes in the city of Toronto, We be-
Heve in a Speclal Omnipotent Providence that will
sooner or later in this life overtake corporations, com-
panies, and natioas with that punjghment that is due
to the profanation of the Sabbath, as well a5 the vio-
lation of other precepts of God's moral law.

There is more than enough, then, of Ssbbath-break-
ing to arouse all those who value and love this pearl
of days to vigorous action fr¢ its defence, protection
and obser-ance. A circular anent further legislation
for its better observance, was issued last year by the
ministerial Association of Toronto, to tke various
bodies of Christians. In response to this, most of
these appointed persons torepresent them, witha view
to united actior. A meecting of these was beld last
November, when it was considered advisable to
apply by petition to the Dominion Parliament
for additional legislation. Petitions bave been pre-
pared and extensively circulated, many of them
largely signed, and sent to both the Senate and House
of Commons. A Bill has been introduced into the
latter with the view of amending the present Sabbath
law, of whose prowisions we cannot now defipitely
speak. But your committee are deeply impressed
with the impertance and necessity of obtaining, as

- soon as possible, 2 Dominion Sabbath law embracieg

the various Provincial Sabbath Acts with such amend-
ments as may be found necessary to secure the better
protection and observance of the Lords Day,

In conclusion, and in the words of a good man and
an able divine, who is now in the cojoyment of that
rest of which our Sahbaths here are at once theeam-
est and the type - “ The Sabbath and religion stand
or fall together. Man's highest good prospers, while,
on the Sabbath, the Bible is open, and the mind fized
onits truth ; whi'e Sabbath schools and chutches mest,
and holy rites are dispensed ; while saving grace,
through faith, commends itself to every man’s con-
sciencs in the sight of G>d; but defile the Sabbath
by 2 flood of folly or of toil, biing in a continental
Sunday, instead of the Christian Sabbath, and Icha-
bod is written on our glory ; put down the Sacred Day,
and it falls like the strong tman, briogisg with it the
living, precious, and falr, and leaving behind kopeless
ruin® Let us then give all due heed: let all under

" the watch and care of this Synod give due heed tothe

words of God as reccrded in Deat, v. 12-14: “ Kéep
the Sabbath day to sanctify it; as the Lord thy God
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