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O~UR IONrRiBuTGrI.
lWA LDEiNSIAN E UA NGELIZA TION IN

In a previcus letter 1 gave the statistical rusîîlt% et
tht Missionary work of tht Waldensian Cherch ln
Italy for the past vear. rs shown bv the repart pre.
sented te the meeting et Synod at La Tour, la Sep.
tember. Hnving recently receiveci a cnpy ef the re-
port as prcpared by Signer Prochet, whlch contales
a general survey of tht whole Mission field, and the
woik accomplished during the vear, 1 condense sucb
pertions cf it as 1 deemn of geveral intcrest. It con-
taius nothing sensational. Those who conîrol tht
Mission arc toc bonest to have recourse te sensatianal
vlews te creat, ar keep alîve sympathy. Tht lidings
It brings are, neverthelcss, gond, and may ho expressedi
cd by one word, j5rogress-comparatively slow, it May
bc, but still sufficiently mirkcd 10 prevent aay of thost
who bave put their band te tht plough 10 look bacic.

TIIE NtISSIONAR' CHi'RCIIRS'

are grcuped into five districts, and they are goerne,
se far as interiar discipline is concerned, by their ewn
Preshyteries, composed of pasters, of evangelists,
and et deputies tram tht cengregptiens. These
Presbyteries mci once a year. The committee of
evangel'zation fias a right, and il is its dut>', te kcep
a strict oversight cf ils warkers, and it bas full liberty
te dispose of themn as it thir.ks best. This arrange-
Ment bas the advantage et accuston. -Z the bretbren
whe have corne ouI of Roman Catholicism te ecclesi-
astical lite, without allowing then te fall mbt serieus
raistakes. Whon a Churcb can support a minister,
it acquires tht right 10 choose ont. Every three
years, the ministers and deputies of tht five districts
assemble in a "'General Centerence.» Tht annual
Synod of tht Churches et the ValitYs acta lîke a Gen.
eral Assemhly, t tht dtvelopmnent cf tht mission
churches permit the organuzatien et a general Synod,
whicb will repres ont aIl the Waldensian churches cf
Ital>'.

GAINS ANI) LOSSES.

During the past year there Vrere 492 admissions te
thc Cburch, but these were te saine extent counter-
balaxiced by 296 liasses. WVhile, bowever, the de-
parture af members; ta other places, and these who
bave died, are describred as "lhast," such members can
hardy, strictly speaking, be said te be Jos to the
Church. Those who crmigrate, carry wiîh thern the
faith they have embraced, and otten becomue thc
centre of a new religiaus mevement, whit those wbo
aie calte away to joie the great assembly on high
Ilare net kist but only goe before" It la enly these
wbonr tht Churches have shut eut tram their coin-
munion that are, humanîy speaking, lt, and these
countcd twenty-sevcn -a preef that the evangelists
and mlissionaries art exerciaing that discipline wbich
the Gospel commands, and witbcîît whicb ne mission-
ary work can long endure.

A,~,ESalE ýORK.

liader Ibis designation is ncludcd wbat is doz.c
outside cf Churches and places et worsbip, sorte cf
the means empleyed arec. (i.) Conversaions on rail-
roads, ini public convcyances, and wberever contact
can be bad with tht population. In tbis way seed is
sewn, and instances prove that it does flot retnain
wholiy unproducîivc. ýz. Afeefin<'.s beld la tht bouses
cf evangelical familîts, wbe invite their relatives and
friendas who are atill superstiîious or sceptical. At
Genea, for instance, ie tht handsarne saloon cf a
palazzo. a large audience bas been gatbered cach
Sunday evenini' <or the last lwo ycars. There, up.
wards et eighty Cathelics have occa.Lioaally been
counted, whe nover entered tht regular Churcb la tht
Via Assarotti. (3> )It:erant evangeization, including
preachinz, conferences, etc., wbere ne regular agent
resides. Iu addition te, tht seventy-sevea churches and
stations provided wiîh regular services, tht evangelista
bave viaîted more Or Iess frequently, 15 - towns and
villages ; sornetimes invited by individuals moved by
currosxty or by more serious feeling te be informed
regarding tht Gos-pel1; and aI eî.hcr limeb arriving un-
cxpectedly, whe they calI an audience together by
means cf pIl carda or privat invitatian. For example,
tht evangelist on arriving witbouî previaus notice aI
Chtomonle and l3ardonecchia, hired for a couple cf
heurs the Largest reemn in tht botel, and rae through
the streets pressing ail to came and hear good tidings.
And the reuIts wçrv an Z'îdjcnct cf i 5o ln tht for-

met town, and 3oo ln the latter. At one place a con-
sider,%bi i.umber of the people setied the band of the
cevangclist, and thankcd hitm ; nt tho other the Syndic
pressed the band of the speaker, and thanked him,
addtnig, *'Wby dld you ciot tell me you proposcd
addressîng us as you have donc? PI should then have
procured a larger room." la Slcily, tbrough mis-
bionary tours maay places caf lrnptrtance have beet,
evangeliied -at Girgenti, a non-.,:emmissloned officer
gravely asked the evangcllst Il it wcre right to repent
(as bc hiait donc from bis fi(îeenth year) the Pater,
A -ee faria, and Gloria Patn, every night, and to say
each praj'cr seven trnes. Another accostcd hlm to
say farewell, adCng la a veice tremulous froni
ernotion, I Sir, 1 tbank you. 1 was a brse and you
have begun ta Malte me a man." (4 ) PubIî, discussionsr
wr/k i/id Pres/s. Unhappily, of lai ycars the P)ope
has prohibited ail public controvcrsics. Occasionally
a village curate or tawn priest provokes or accepts au
argument with the cvangelist, the lime is tixed, but
the debate is prevented by a superiar and cannot talce
place. It May ho aslced why the

WORK OF RFOIMATION

resumed in Italy within the last thirty five veairs, ad-
vances so slowly wben compared with its rapld progreis
in the sixteenth century? The chlef reason M. Prochet
says, is that the need of a failli is flot felt so strongly
as nt that lime. la the sixteenth century men felt
the need of religion. WVben a rnisgiving arose in re-
ference te the Rnmisb Creed, distrustful hearts sought
another te satibfy tbeir yearnings. In the present day,
witb no confidence in the priests, there Is no idea of
a search for religlous trutb elsewhere bcbng worth an
e Rort Stili religious sentiment is net altogether
extinct, but those who are ils sul'jects are the least ac-
cessible. owing te the prejudiccs instilled by the priest-
head. A second reason May, therefore, be nanied. In
the sixteenth century the Roman Cptholic party bad
thc courage of their convictiuns. They batd no hesita-
tion in provoking, or in accepting the challenge of the
Retormiers. The audience was at liberty to hear bath
sides-to judge and choose for itseif. If Ibis were the
case now the work of evangelization would, doubtless,
advancc by gigaattc strides in Italy.

PROGRESS IN Pt'BLIC OPINION.

A great change bas graduafly corne over the con-
duct cf the people towards the evangelists, since the
earlier yeaxa of missionary wotk, when, in many
places the lives, of the agents were ie danger from
fanaticisin. Truc, the law has been on the aide ef the
£nssbonary since Italy was united under the sceptre
cf a constitutional king; but itl ook lime fully te ap-
preed and 10 act on the law. Now there remains
only sorte village syndic or underfunctionary la
seime town, wbo pretends to ignore that the lawiis
eguai fior ail. The evangelists are respected cvery-
wbcre, and generally vieil receivcd by the autherities
and the educatcd classes. Here is a caS. tvhicb de-
serves te o keewn-the case cf a monk enquiring
for a Waldensian pastor. II Iwas visiting a lady,"
writes Siger M., of Nice, "wbea the servant minro-
duced a monk who came t0 scek the address of an
evangelical minister. 'Here la one,' said the lady,
pointing te, me. The monk explained tirat la the
hospital, managed by himasell and bis colleagues, a
Belgian Protestant lay dying, who was most desirous
cf seeing an evangelical pastor. He added that it
mas a real happiness for him te ho able te conduct
me to the bed cf the sick mnan. I followed him, im-
rnediately. The monks rcceived me well. offered te
prepare everything for thc Holy Communion sh',uld
I desire to gîve il t0 #ht sick man, and begged met to
reture, refusing mny thanks, saying they had only donc
their dutyY»

Great difficulties used to bo encountered at the
hurl cf an evangelical. Fanatical cro'uds have ln-
sulted the mourners, and have gane se far as te dis-
inter the body and tbrow it on tht highway. The
change wbich bas corne over the peeple is illustrated
by the following tact rclated by the evangelist at
Lucca. On the 9th October last brother Gaspari died
at Barga in Tuscany. His !aith shed glory over bis
deathbed, and deeply irnpresscd Uic bystanders.
Being the first case of t buril cf an evangelist le
the district, Signer D. went to the munlripality to
ascert.ain what tht authorjles intcnded te do. He
mas weUl received and ieformed that orders would ho
g yen that tht deceased be interred in the best part
cf thc communal cernctry. Nor was that ait ; the
band offéed te play, andi lie company of Uic

"Mblsericordla " asked If they n'wght carry the body
cf the deceased t0 is last restlng place. The IlMis.
crîcordia" Isi an lastitutlon found la ail lIallan towns,
la entlrely Catholir, and Is generally under the dlrec
tion cf the prîcats. Tht arch priest cf liarga vins ln
despair tylien hoe heard of the ciTer cf the Il lserlcor.
dIa,"' and îssed ail bi% Influence te prevent thelr pro-
posai iromn being c&.rricd out. The members coin-
posing it, howcver, held tlieir own. Thcn hie entrent-
cd that at Ieast the bell notifying the members cf the
confraiernity should not toîL The bell was îolled,
however, and the funeral cortè'ge tlook place as if
Gaspari had been an lvlluential member of tht
Romlsh Churcb. "At tht bead cf the prucessIon"I
writes Signer D., mnarched thet Mlisericordia ' la
great aumbers, carrying the hier. The band came
a(ter, followed by the pastar, relatives and btbren.
The widow et the deceased mas accompaaled by two
ladies le deep mournlng. one of wbom carricd a
tuneral wreath. The people lined both aIdes of the
road and loeked on respcctfully, as tht procession
passed between their ranks, their followlng Il, they filled
ti., ccmetcry. Tht devetionial service was conductedl
amid profouad silence, and taught hundreds of listen-
ers hew sweet and comforting is tht hope cf îhr B bir
Christian, who knc-ws that' there la noew ne coa( imn-
tien te tbem who are la Christ jesua.'"I

R5CLIGIOUS LIFt.

Some cf tht fruits of tht work la Italy will illustrate
the condition cf religious life better than gentral
statetnents. Take tht case of contributions, thougb
cf course thia is net always a sure indication of change
ef l'cart. The church mnernhers contributed, on an
average, last year, sieen francs a .0ice. Thîs is ual
bad, considering that a large rnajnrity of thema are
but day labourers with familles, and that labour is
pe5rly remunerated la Italy. The friends cf the
mission will bt pleased to leain that these wbom they
aid are nraking efforts to obtain independence by and
by. Out cf several incidents, illustrative cf tht faitb
cf tht converts, lot nr.a select tht following bcaring tht
beading : lGod or My mether." Giovanni Besso is
tbirty-tbree years ot age. Four years ago ho embraccdi
the*vangelical faith. His parents, whe were farreers at
Lesselo, did ail le their power to miake hlm reneunce
bis new religions convictiens, and failing Ibis, tbey
eaded by driving h-m frein their home. Giovanni
beteek bimseli to Bantoncello, at tht foot ef tht
the Valley et Brosse. There ho gained a livelibood,
married, and cre long bis wvifc and ber relatives gave
up their Romish superstitions. His influence iras
felt ln the neigbeuring villages, Ie tht beginning
cf i 8I2, Besso learue 1 that bis moteer was ver ill.
His resolution wes quickly taken ; he left the sanie
evening, travcîledl ail night, and arrived at has father's
bouse fatigued, but ahove aIl, full of anxiety as te bis
reception. To bis greal joy, the ievalid welcomed
himn affectianate!y, witbeut referring 10 the past.
Several days elapsed, during wbich Giovanni tenderly
nursed bis mother. One evening when ceeversing
atent in ber room, she teck bis band la bers and said,
Il ou love your mother, de you net ?Il" "More than 1
can tell you," was the rcply. IlWeil, 1 amn dying
promise te grant me the Iast request 1 make-the last
prayer cf yaur dyiag maîher.» IlMother I will de ail
that it 15 possible for me te doteor you, but what is it > '
IlNo," she replied, I will have ne conditional
promises, assure me that yeu will do exac-tîy wbaî 1
asir cf you II an only repent again, I will do what-
lever il is possible for met te do."> IlVery well, 1 shaîl
tell yen to-morrow morning what 1 expectL» Next
me'nirig the niether resumed tht cnversation thus '
IlIn an heur tht pricat will arrive te give me tht
communion. 1 ask of you, as a la,.t faveur, te recite
the prayers 'çitb rc.» l'Oh, my motber," replied
poor Besse, Ilyou know that is what I canoet do.»
"lBegone then," was ber answer, "and appear no
more here," and tht invalid turned ber face towards
the wvaIl. WVith anguish et htart, white bis voire
choked with emotien, Besse pîaced birnacîf at tht font
cf the bcd. IlMother, mether," ho said, Ilask of me
ail 1 have, ask rny blond even, and you shall have il -
but de net askc me te, deny my Saviaur by offering te
cîeated btings, prayers whicb sbauld ho addressed to
Him alone." WVitheutmoving ber bead,sbt r-peated
the tertible words' " lBegone 1 yau arc no longer mv
son." 1.esse siaggercd out et the bouse, wandered
ail day in the neighbourbeed, a prcy to indeacrihable
anguish,' andI only found sornie salace in prayer to, Hlm
who cculd deliver him framn this tria]. Towards

[APAIL 25th, 1883.


