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This great fact must flot be lost sight of, thati
among the potent educational forces of the home,1
next to the life and teaching of the parents is the 1
sulent, subtie, and all-pervading influence of the booksi
that are read by the children. There is, as Frederick
Denison Maurice bas finely put it, a friendship of1
books, and that, too, to none more real, and living,1
and enduring than to children. What they read 1
creates for them a spiritual world, which becomes1
everyway more to them than the actual world in which
they are living. The characters, the actions, the scenes,1
the sayings, enter as elements into their liec: they im-
print themselves on their memory, and dwell in their
imagination and exercise a prevailing power upon
their actions. The reason of this has been wisely
given by John Milton in these words : I"Books are not
ab1solutely dead things, but do contain a progeny of
life in thcm to be as active as that soul was whose
progeny they are ; nay, they do preserve as ini a vial
the purest efficacy and extraction of that living intel-
lect that bred them. I know they are as lively and as
vigorously productive as those fabulous dragon's
teeth-and being sown up and down niay chance to
spring up armed men. And yet, on the other band,
unless wariness be used, as good almost kill a man as
kili a good book; who kihîs a man kihis a reasonable
creature-God's image; but he who destroys a good
book kilîs reason itself-kills the image of God, as il
were in the eye."

Illustrations of this indestructible energy of books
are flot wanting. Samuel Johnson tells us of Cowley,
that IlIn the window of his mother's apartmeat
lay Spenser's 1 Faery Qucen,' in which he very early
look delight to read, tihl by feeling the charnis of
verse, he became, as he relates, irrecoverabhy a
poet." Richard Baxter infornis us of the valut of cer-
tain books to bum. Being under spiritual concern, a
pour man in the town lent his father an old torn
book,-entitled, IlBunny's Resolutions." "In reading
this book,"y he observes, "it peased God to awaken
my soul, and shew me the folly of sinning, and the
miseryof the wicked and the inexpressible weight of
things eternal, and the necessity of resohving on a
holy ife, more than I was ever acquainted with before.
The same things which I knew before came now in
anothermanner, with light, and sense, and seriousness
to my heart. After this, Dr. Sibb's 'Bruîsed Reed,'
and Perkins's '0Of Repentance,' and 1 The Art of Liv-
ing and Dying Well,' and 'The Government of the
Tongue' did further infôrrni me and confirni me. And
thus witkout an>' means but books, was God plezased to
resolve me for Himsef.>-A Sckoolmaster ai zloulton.
It was the perusal of IlCook's Voyages," while in-
structing his pupils in geography, that led William
Carey to contemplate the moral and spiritual degrada-
tion of the heathen, and to form the design of communi-
cating the Gospel te them, which was afterward se he-
roically carried out. The reality of Wihberforce's
-11 Practical View " led the groat Dr. Thomas Chalmers
out of legal bondage into the liberty of the sons of God,
and ho was honceforth a new man. This celebrated
book did the sanie for Leigh Richnmond, who wrote
thIl"Dairyman's Daughter," which has been a foun-
tain of hiec te many souls. Illustrations of the ife-
giving power of books, of how they determine and con-
trol the entire course of those who read theni, are ah-
most numberless. And their effects upon the minds ôf
childien are deepor and more lasting than upon grown
men, and that with this peculiarity, they are less pro-
nounced. If a man reads a book that exorcises a
docisive influence upon biti fornis an epoch in his
life, but if a child does that it is unobserved, becauso

instruction, and that will inspire them. with courage te
act manfulhy, and wortbily, and heroically in the pros-
enceoef difficuhties and antagonisms. Every book
they read ougbt te be a fount of inspiration te do
right, te think wiseiy, te speak trutbfuihy, te hivo wehl,
and at length te die happily. Isaac Walten ef I"The
Complote Angler," feît this wben ho insorted in bis
will this clause: IlTo my son Isaac, I givo Dr. Sibb's
,'Souh's Coinflict,' and te my daughter bis ' Bruised
Reed,' desiring Ihem to read them so as té be well
acquainiedwitk (hem."1

Books for chihdren must bave a charmn about themn
te win themn and keep themn readirig. They must in-
terost : hence the wonderfuh magic a story bas upon
the minds of botb young and ohd. It chains tbemn
fast. What books excel in this? IlThe Pilgrim's
Progress " and "Robinson Crusee." Would that ahi
the chiidren read had the same charm! Dr. James
Hamnihton, of London, had for a hong time in bis mind
a scbeme for writirg the histery of the Church of
Scotland, something on the p1kan of Sir Walter Scott's
"lTalcs of a Grandfather," for yeung people. "lFor,"
ho said, "if that history could be learned in the nur-
sery or at school, it might do something te forestahl
the presont spirit of indifférence or bostility toward
our kirk, and perbaps something more." This scheme,
we regret te say, was nover carried eut. Had it been
donc, it wouid bave been very attractive, as much se
as a fairy tale.

Mrs. Charles, in ber IlScbonberg Cotta Series," bas
donc good service la this department. She bas, with
great taste, and tenderness, and skilh dealt witb the
times of Wbitfield and Wesley, Luther, Oliver Crom-
well, and the Pilgrima Fathors, and Ahfred tho Great.
Few books are se cbarming as bers. Ahi the princi-
pal evonts in the history of the Cburch might bo
treated of in the same sympatbotic spirit, and witb the
sanie judicieus calmness. And ail the groat doctrines
of Christianity, the principles of moral phihosophy, tbe
discoveries of science, and the most common points
of civil law, might ho 50 wovea into the web of a story
that they wouid find entrance into the minds cf the
young, and through the fascination of the story, ho
fxed thero forever. With these subjects they ought
te have -as eariy an acquaintance as possible.

Agosilaus, the Spartan king, wben asked what boys
shouhd learn, adtnirably answered: That which tbey
must use whea they are mon." That is a sound
principhe of education and applies te ail chihdren.
jean Paul Richter says, inanaswer te the question,
Wh at is the best kind of stories for cbildren ? " Orien-
tal and romantic tales seemn the most suitable, such as
mnany of the 'Arabian Night's Entertainnients,' Her-
der's ' Palm Leaves,' and Krunimacher's ' Parables.'
Chilien are ittle Orientais. Dazzle tbem, with the
wide plains of the East, with brilhiant dew-drops and
bright-tinted flowers. Give theni, at heast la stories,
the impulse which shail carry them. over our cold
northemn rocks and nortb capes inte the warm. gar-
dons of the soutb. Lot your first miracle be, lilce
Christ's, a turning of water inte wine, of fact inte
poetry.»

This is being donc, more than ever before, by many
excellent writers: donc showly, but with amazing suc-
cess. For it must ho remembered that writing te chil-
dren is like talking te, chihdren, one of the most difficuit
undertakings. Yet, take as a sample of successful
writijng te children, and that, ton, on the most abstract
and momentouS themes, those little books of Frances
Ridhey Havergal, entitled, IlMorning Stars, or Namnes
of Christ for His Little Ones ;"' "lLittle Pilhows, or
Good-Night Thoughts for-the Little Ones ;" IlMoma-
ing Behis, or Waking Tboughts for the Little Ones."
These are little talks, se sweetly said, s0 plain, se
pointed, altogether se winsome, tbat we can tbink of
nothing botter fer the children as a Christmas box, or
New Year's present, or birtbday gift, with a request te
them te read theni, as they werc written te ho read,
daihy. Chihdren's books of the right kind are nîuiti-
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marck made on bis way to Paris, of scboh books fl
with lies, which he called the saddest sight he saWl'
France ; and the discovery joseph Cook mnade '0
Boston of the same character, school. books full Of the

bohdest violations of historical veracity, and pass5go
phainiy intended to inflanie uneducated readers-ý0
by Roman Catholic priests-are but instances Of '
work that is widespread-tbe falsification of ail the
great truths on which our life and our hope are bit

and which are set forth in the most charmilg el'
Parents must watch zealously against the entrance C

any of these, in whatever guise, into the home. be

are destroyers of spiritual hiec and peace. This "'Ore
is donc most effectually wben good books are selcte

and commended by the parents theniselves. Chuîd'o
should not be at liberty to read anytbing and 0 y'~
tbing. The metto should be, 1'Onhy choice food for
mind and soul."

T WO MORE PRODIGAL SONS.

The hast New York paper received contai"$~ tbi
story of a prodigal son, reminding me of anoto
that 1 was sadhy interested in a year or tWO o
Both of tbem bring us inte sympathy with bf0o

hearted parents. And both have lessons thait0
to sink into the bearts of young men and wai'1 tbo~
to shun the beginnings of evii. First, let me rebC'
this fresh tragedy. I wilh net mention namesy becC"'

they may be read by loving friends and inakC tbW

wounds bleed again.

PRODIGAL NUMBER ONE.
In the latter part of May last, a youing nman îeft tb

homne of his parents in Scotland and came te the Cil
of New York, where he arrived on the Sth J-,
Taking a room at a hotel, be proceeded at 0et
made bimself drunk. He would beGome onlys'
enough to caîl for more iquor. The managers Of tbe

respectable botel supplied hîm freely for severaldals
When it was found that he would have notbiflg o
he was refused more, and ho managed to get 10tO
outside. This went on from the 8th te the ,t'
Junc, the young man being intoxicated most Of '
time, and his money being nearhy aIl gono. The' 1 '
was ordered to leave. The young man now awokC t

his terrible condition, and, wîthout waitiflg
turned adrift, he kilhed binisehi. In his po5sCss'o

and stained witb bis own blood, were found two lettce

One was from a lady to whom be was engage do
nîarried. It was full of tenderness and love y' "r' b-
on the eve of bis leaving bis home and countrY t
gin a new ife in the new world. She reminds1iI0
his infirmity, and implores bu te resist it and gt t:,

victory. The other letter was signed by bots Of i

parents . picus Scotch parents, wbo fear agid5

desire their son to be kept in His féar. I t ink 0b'

letter is wortby of being read by parents andS50101:t
My dear John,-Your dear mother and Iîare abOI

to part with you for a time. It may be ia thein to
table decrees of Divine Providence that ive s o

never meet again on eartb, and wo wish te giv e-t
our parting blessing. You are about te take Y0 to
parture from your -native shores, and, if sPar g
dwell among strangers in the land df your adepti
We hope and pray that God may guide an 595

you in ahi your wanderings, hoading yeu te put .0

trust in Him as your guide and pretector, askin .g t

from evii, and mako you a usefuh member of the C. 0

munity ia which you dwel, and. an earnest Cri ti

discipe of the Lord Jesus Christ. Study yoUtr 1ibti
read it morning and evening. Keep the Sabbathd~
holy to the Lord, abstain frem ail appearance 0  "
and pray te God for His blessing on yeut .

day life. Put your wbole trust in Himn, ask foe 0 0
ness for ahi past offences, and in His strOflng 1

can-do1ahI tbngs.%Welfreey forgive6yo


