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ln question ieIt themt without a libk-without an Olti
Testament, anI caaaequontly without a New Testa.
ment. Articles siach as that wert talcing away ail the
piller on vhlch tht canfosslonAl doctrine reted, and
If tht statements in lire article vert tiut they mlghî
b'llieve Site Cenfession if they pîeascdl, but they hadl
ane reasan ln Scriptître for doing-se.

P>rincipal Rainy declared that none ci the motions
iatlsfled hlm, but i tht sanîie time lie declineti ta
Iorae atnither and consequtntly diti nost vote. Tht
motion of Sir Hensry Moncrleif vas carnied by foony te
fifte.n againat thit et Mur. McNiel, whlch proposedl te
give Mr. Smith lime te set viiether he wouîd ialîow
out the decision o(the Assmlt, and by forty.two te
nîneteen agist that of Prr .-or McGregor, whlt±.
slmply decîined te urove la lrie case at plerei.

ln the Fiee Presbytery of Leckerby the (olloviag
motion bas beeri carried:

11That ibis Ptesbytery views with ieep regret sud disat.
blictloa the doctrinal beatîngt ai the position assumed by
tht lait Central Ausembly, la tht tenme of tht deliverance
h whlch profesait Robertson Smithl wus reponcdin ta is

at Aberdeen Calire. Fuither, th&. the i'resbytery
r«m-.laltetheComisio taintrut heCollege Commit-

(te caneiully tu examine the tntements itubîhili bý lrofes.
sui Smlh la bis articles on 'llebrew Laguage anîlàItttra.
t'Arc' sud 'll1gIl la sice last-issued rolume (the clcveath)
cf tht 'En cledlal ritanalca * and confer wlth hlm iully
arûl tathfsally on the vicws therel cu.pressed, anti ta report
the:meoa the November commissIon.'

lni tht l'resbytery et Inverness thé 11ev. Mr.
MeTaviali has glven notice et a motion caling on
tht Commission ot tht Gentral, Assenibly te take
Ucepa te rentuve Protessai- Smîith (rom hlm position
until the Gentral Assembiy shaîl have an opportuniîy
of consldering tht vieva exprtssed ln bis recetl
article. ____ ___
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Tht iollowiag tester front a group of islaads ia tht
Pacifie, which vere hardly kaawn te the world until
within a fev years, tells a story ai tht effect or missions
Iléon tht character of the native population quite as
vondentugl as that viticit has taken place in tht Sand.
wich Islands:

Perbapi tht work cf Christian missionaries la Samoa
has only been exceedd by that of thase on Hawaii,
who hrait a larger field and were ln il ta-lier. The
results accomplishedl by the Samoa Mission will prove
my statemint vitea 1 say that oul ofta population of
lio,coco about 35,000, or seven-eighths, of aIl tht in-
baoitants, are ccanected vitit Christian Churches.
Thm list census, taken five years age, shewed -& native
population cf _i4265, divided according te Chutch
stahistics as tollows: Belongiug te the London Mission
Socitty, 26,493 ; WVesleyans, 4,794 ; Roman Catholics,
2,852; Mormons, z26; total, 34,265. Tht ceusus
taken in 1853 gave a native population Of 33,901; la
1863, 35tl07; 18749 34,265, an incacrse Of 364 ln -i
years, notwithstan ding twe or thret long warn l th
mearatime. There are probably about 300 Europeans
and Amexicans on tht islands, 300 Polynesians, and
about 2,000 tabourers (rani the various islantis ofithe
Paciflc, empioyed here niostly by Gernnuny. Tht
London Mission Society, which was fi-st in the fieli,
and lias dont niait for the Christianization of the
islands, also claims; 187 native pastors, distribuîeed on
tht three principal islaxuds as foilows:- TutUila, 22;
Upolu, ica:; and Saraii, 54.

Tht Islands are districted under naisalo. .tes sent
cut front Englanti. At prescrnt 11ev. Charles î .hillips,
appoiated ln 1877, la on Tutuila; Rev. Gea. Turner,
LL.D., President off the native college at Malua,
Upolu, tvelve miles ram Apia, was nppointedi lu 840;
11ev. Thomas Powell, F.LS., resiiig at Fahsaliii
Upolu, vas appointlin 1844. Ht as quitt a botanîst,
and bas ccllectedl nearly 3o0 varieties of Sàrmea ferais,
and givett naines ta several et the speiesi, Silice
adopîed by te scienîlats. 11ev. G. G. Tuyner, M.D.,
was appointedl i i 86S, anti i-tldes at Apia, Upolu.
Ht is the enly medical naissioay an tht Islande,
tbough ai the missienaries keep simple remedies for
simple diseigses witit which they nuy be armiliar, and
deal eut drugs daihy te applicalgts. Rev. Dr. *,*urntr,
of Apia, is a first-class physicizn, and ati expert, skil-
Mui and successfial surgeon, besides being an able
preacher, lin charge et the Foreign Chapel at ApIa, ils
addition te him ordinary missicnary labours. He js a
graditate cF Glasgow University. In Nevember hoa
viii, returai4 'a Sydney te Englant, on a peahenged
absence of tire years, haviuig noir L=je hm tesa y.rs
without a vacation. Tht nuissionary 3bip ««John Wil-

lason " lu which ho and his tamlly "nul Ie*ve- for
Sydney, la now crulslng aimong the isiands ln tht..
soi, wIth supplies for the misslonaries and native
teacher, Site !s a fine, stuunchly.built vessel, fltted
up for the exerres accommodlation of the misslonstries.
Capt. Turpie, lier commander, has been in the mis-
siangary service twenty-five years and ls a v'ery suc-
cessfüi navigator and tigrecable C.Nrstlan gentlemnan.
On Serait, 11ev. George P>ratt wP, ippolntcd in 1838,
and Rev. S. H. Davies trn î86. The former ta the
author of a grammar and dîctlonary cftt Samoan
language, the bet, if flot the ongly one, casant.

The native college at Maluat, in charge of Dr. Tur-
ncr,lt a most Important Institution. h tnumbcrs about
t0n studenîs, preparing for ste Gospel ministry and
other usettil callings amnong their countrymen. This
la doubiless the fountain whence flaws moit of the
regenerating influences for Samoa. There are abat
:oo.acres af land belonging te the college (which of
cours* belonga tatht London Missionary Soctety), and
each matred studtent la allowcd ta cultivais thre
acres, whlch in this tropical clame furnisies ample
provision for hlmn and hlm household. Tht college
btuildings, though unlike those cf marc civîlizeci cDm*
muatéities, art suitablc for the purposes for which they
are lntended, and tht grounds are wcll laid out. Tht
institution occupies a slightiy elevated position over.
looklng a beautifual bay, slang thc short af whlch the
students have constructed a corai break.water front.
age. Dr. Turner ia a gcnial, active, energetlc hospit.
able gentleman, aînd is doing a gond and great werk
for Sain=. Tht 11ev. 1. Mlarnott has artivedl from
England within a few months as a colleagut te D»-.
Trurner at Malua, and takes tne palace ai 11ev. Il.
Nisbet, LLD., who died at Malua thret years ago,
aller thirty-flve years of constant mission service,

Tht standard et native Christian character heme is
quite as high, so far as 1 can judge, as that et H-a-
waiian Christians. Tht people are <aithfut church.
gets, and as, strict in their teligious obsrva lces as
tht ancient Jews. Every evcr.ing at eight o'clot1k, and
early in ste moi ning, 1 can hear thcm in lIseir fles
(or bouses) aIl araund me singing aâîd prayîng. Thcy
say grace over their menls, thaugh consisting ai
bananas, breadfruit, and taro, and naten wuth their
fingers off banana leaves, on tht grcund. 1 believe
thcy are as sincere as Christian people gentraliy.
They arc intelligent, and nearly ail read tht Biîble in
their own language, an excellenit edton preduced by
tht mîssionaries and published by the London Mission
Society. The people are liberal, and coatribute largely,
accardiag ta their nicans. They practise, as thcy did
before the advent ai the missianaries, zhe rie of ctr-
ciimcision, which saine think thcy derived '-om tht
Jews, ici whom thtir url,ýn îs traced by son , though
they are mnost likely front tht Afaays. Tht people
have ne superiors on earth fot fine physical appear-
ance, and are et mild and amiable disposition.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
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GOUDR-u TEXT.-"'Jesuu, made a high priest for ever,
tier the order of Meccbzedek."1-Heb. vi. 2o.

11t11; sTrubiEs.
M. Gen. xiv. z-.îî....The Battît of the Mange.
Tu. Gen. xiY. 12.24 .. .Abramn and Melchizedtk.
W. Ps. mx 1-7...Afler the Order cf Meichizedek.
Thi. lleb. Y. 1-14..Called et Ged.
F. Hcb. vi. i-ao .... A Prieat for Ever.
S. lc.i.îî. Abid,:tha Prie&t Continually.
Sab. Ileb. viii. 1.13. -.A Better Covenant.

ItztFs 10 STU-. -. .
A bni notice ef the circumstan.. which led te Lot's

bcing taken as a prisoner ai war hs ait that is necessary to
conneet aur prescal tesson with tht test. As ta stue. fot
more than. five years coutl have intervcned.

A few years belore Abrahamn and Lot hao, reached the
Land et Canaan four tastera kings or chiefs had joined their
forces and sub)u£atcd severai weitein tribes, among, which
vet the inhabitants of Sodooe, Gomanrali, Admah, Zebeim
and ffJa or Zoar. ail in tl'e neighbourhood i.f what is now
ca.llcd tht Desd Se*. Aller paying tribute for twelve yearî
the.e latter tribes revoltcd ; this revoit caused their fu'mer
conquerors ta relura, a"d plunder their lowns, taking xnaDy
of the moire wealthy asud respectable inhabitants as pnisoners;
and Lot liait te sbire tht fate cf hiz. chosen companeus.
Thtis wAs lte £ist unhappy resaît ai lits scl;%hness and
wonlidliness, but by no antans thetelat. Those wlio wish tua
avoid Lot's troubles sh.âuld, not alate Lots "oce.

Tht foUlowiaag ora"em f tire tesson topics will, prob.

aby be fouuad as conveaient sa sny s (i) M~ Ca/<a'ru-,(à
aRnrej (l 7» A7q j a $We, (4) ne ii Ta

1. Tala CAPTIt-Vu-s. 1s, 83 In t Ti. 'ti- itgowd
are told glhal They îl'at tu-i) bc rkh al lnio à enare ; u
aeeerdlng ta i'rov. xlii. a "tht cempanlonof (colis in a

e agmu isition.
"gnd th,7 look Lot. Tiqe-that là Chedorîsornr and

his allies. Il appeurs tliat thesse railers founil Lot living in
Sodoan, altlaouqh ai the finit hie ealy *Iptrhe hle itnt
towarl Sodom chap. xlii. 12). hI la t hus stet peoa>t
graduAîly fatalllarile themselv"' witit evii. ln eaamlin[sg
Ouiselvecs taI out MatI andl spîituel woiiltkn, the i.qes
tdont tu'v.rdt We>dlf lai suii nmort Important than thequtialon,
sels ri J

Il. Tant Rgstit v -Vers. a4.t6. A gond many people.
ln Abram ' la 1 hnttny rLt t utv~boa
ta hilm, *woý1 is<tue sud Il serve hlm rlgIha,* "As hoe nau
made hi% bcd so Jet hlm lie," or repeatid iKimeo aier ai the
wolt'a heattiesa pha; but when Abramn hoard that
hie brother (lis ia an by bcood and htbiettgot
waa taken captive, h. armed hie tîa!ned servante
<'raîncil Io van; traineil atIs ta Irait mors! live, andl there.
fort much briter soldierstthan the rowd!.% or Sodomi,. "Of
thesehuusc.bora envanîa.' soy the 'Natacualh.S. Tricher,"
Il he bail tut,, hundreil and lghicen, w hlch lndicattes tbat
he miui have liait a total tntlowing cf citer a thouand p.eu.
pic. men, women, ail chiliren. Alse Il iev tlial, white
a man of prace, ho w as at&Il times prepared for war.
Iteililes, he lid an Alliance willh tlire tribal chutas-a tact
that shewa hits influence. as weil As bis roadines, for confilct.
INa one st thst tîme coulil have hoped ta reain A ny property
unies% lic vas ready ta defenil It. liany a time stuer traia
seavanta May have tten calied upu>a befote ho iepel sme
noma<llc Canaaitish rotiber, or tu compel a rlght ai way.
Ile vas pîrompt ln bis action. lndisposed as he might have
lutta te amsrt hlm owa rights with Lot, his kinsiman, still Il
was not (tom aLny lack ai .. rate or shuengîli. Tlsaugl bit
woulil have no, coatest witi, alan, lie vas wllilagenaagh ta,
fight fur hlm. Lut, ta his adintagc, found ;bat bc who
was &Il geatîeccs towarda himsel, even la the miutis oipro.
vocation, coulil bc a lion towarda his encesc. Tht tady
nighitous arc the ncally brave."

iII. TII KaING et' SALltlt-VCrs t8i2e. Tt naINe
Melcbîsodhu meins king, q/ yïlAteouintim. Salern was tho
anciens ame oi the ïLIe of jesusalem, andi the word means
jmaef S'-e I'salm ex. 4, Andi Ileti. vil. A great de,.) tao
miucli s, '%eca aid about tht words Il ithout (atheçro wlth.
out mother," etc., la the latter passage. These verds have
refetcar- tu ?!telchizedek, not as a man, but as a pulest; or
aI the teutthet îhcy ter onty ta the tact glial his genealog
a, unk.town. 'The vttier of li icepistlc seraistuaaticipate th
nt-Ju-ctins ai some punctlliuuttjcw in relation ta the pries:.
h-xxi of Chriti. Such an objector miglit say that Christ
co'util fl ic a pIat, becaus a pern cauld. onty provt MNS
claîni ta that oMie by sh1ela lis gcntalogy as a descendant
ut Aia; andl lie la answereil by calling attention Ia the (at

thta pricit <MeIlchlredelt) liait alreaily exhstei, without such
geiattlu~', whicli priest, thougli Freater thian Aasoit, was,
h nisel but typical of Christ, the Great 111-h priait "Tht
points of c' -)arlien." says the IlWestaflnster Tecacher."
art iel> thsc. (a) Baoth vrert Iuangu andi prieshs. Christ
was la piuest uioa Ilii thione (Zecli. Yi. r?). (é) Their
sevetal kingiloms vere rightecus and peace ul. (e) They

vetspenur ta Abram, andi therefoe their pietly offce
vasý uero ta t ef lxvi andl Aaron., Abram's descendants.
(Z As a priest, neither li any sacerdotal geneiogy - nocie

vent beoeor came &fier Itm la Ilhe succession,. (.i) Each
vas sole pricat, d-uîiag ail hm lime, forever; Melchadeu
through lits whole lite en eaîth; Christ thrcsagh Hl. eterna
e.tstencc."

Bnought forth bresd and wlue. Thefe, thoaglt ordin.
arily uscil for meut rcfrtshmeaî, arc, under the New Testa.
ment dlspensation, sacmamental clementg ; ud as blekhl.
zedek came te mect Abram as prie&% of the meut hlgh
Qed, andl Abrami paid hlm tithes As auci, ilta <suppesed
that the emî,floymeal ci these elements hau a pecullair reli.
glous significance.

Bce blesscd hlmn. Authoritatively, andtin the exectîlc
ai liis office as ptlit, btelcldzedek blesaed Abrm amÀ
thanhce God for giving hlm the victoiy.

He Cave hlmn tithes of ail. Abram gave M.lchiS&dk
one.tenth aiaithat i.e hattaken iroan i.enenuy. "1Nov
coaidier hav gSut~ tils man was unte whons efta the Vaut.
arch Abrahtam gave the tenîh ef the spola."

IV. Tuait KINGa OF SoDO.-Ver. s7. 2ai. A sue.
cessful min sa sure ta have Mnde, andl the resrect, tht
neyer woiild have been pahd ta the God.feating pariarch vau
readily yiclded la the victorious wurror. Fuarther, Il wu
proper that the King of Sodoin ahoul acknevledge the
great service rendered ta hlm and Ia bis neighboura by
Abrnam, for hehati defested Iheir enemiesand placedthtm lu a
poslion orncx more ta assoit tlit independence for whleh
te liat becai sînzajkling. Furiher sili, the KCing ci Sodo.
stems ta have hi an cyeta the spola.

Gîve me the persona auidkcep the Coude tothyse
The genieral cpinion serems ta ba that by tht naies cf war,
aI thatlliane, Abram liait a right te bath.

1 viii net taire from a threail tu a du6oc.latchet. The
shoc.latchcl *as tht thang strît ounil the "aa te the
fout. Abrama vas mail happy ta deai with the King ai

Seab tli gig andin la aklng, but he woulti have ne
dcalings with thing of Sodom. 1le setins te have given
cerclai tonsideratian ta thua. Malter bctarehtnd, and resolvcd
Iodao nothang tht coulti by any posibility ha diatortedl su

tmalte hmappear te bc uniler any obligation ta the wichced
anhabitants or odorn or ta their king. lIn f-illowiutg tItis
course lie acteti wisely for himseli and ai the sanie stue ail.
miniatered a shaxp reproof te his lesu aiupulous nephew.

To add te the complications in Turkey, au English
ntissionar-Dr. Parsons-and his twe servant% hare,
been snurdered at Ismit Tht particulars are flot as
yet kaown.
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