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THE HABITS 0F THE OTTER.
By the late Frank H. R13teen.

A primue <itter skiiî is %vort.h frot $10 tu $1i5, aîd as it is ffo
ntch libliter aitu csier te) handie than the beis skin, it is
reîiiy the besti priie that, rewards tuie enstern trapper's toil.
Thle silver grey fox doesn't ctit, for it is inany v s'an. silice al
genliitie i.itet %as taken in 'Zew 13ruinswick Aveternn
îlirainiclai trapjier %vlio liais strèelied more otter peits thita aliy
ofl our local woodsU'LInî lately, tii describes soutîe oif the habitsi
oif te otter anîd the iiios npproved îaietliods of captîaring himn

''ualike uîoszt ftir ainials the ottcr isa pour laoiise-kieper
tua sod'uiu ujiai liu~eof us wn.Being ,tiiatable telaîytup

an arge annotint of food for iuaiseif lie bccomrea a sort of
tri.181) railibliug :îbout througi te woods %vhcrever lakes and

aehielter lie aîsîiaily aippropriattes soirC old inîa'krat, or beaiver
hxoive. e jiet'i:lly fi btirroiv of a batik bee.le ivili not,
liesitate to mirn a iiiuskrat faanilv ont of door.,, iii fact they %vili
le lîxckv if 1 les' (Io fot figuire oi t le <tter's bill of faire. The
animal lias tstallv a nutaîber (if aaYside re:sorts in the shiape
of lioles andi batrrowvs nt whîielalhe tarries iii bis travels.
If flic meu isuî't tuap te) the dtandard the atter inoves ont. Ile

knwslon to butild himuelf a snug. ivarir bcd andl that isz
aubout as far its lus tiouiestit' instincts go.- iencu the snw i-
deep lu ainter lie 5oitiiiies nakes a teini)orarv dlei. by bur-
rowing. lit the. deiad of winter 1 have kniowni ant otter to re-
main ait a lake for a i nontlà, but titat is ltlîusIial ; lie ie inost
auiwaivs ont the. iiove, glidiaig over the ice-boitud stmciuîs anud

latcsoravoanig croe tlt iatorcnng adgs.The facttiait
lie is so, eotitaîitlv ia motion nakes, lina a very difilcuit animai
to trap. i huave nover caugit, over r.aeiitv of dtin iii a Single
season. Tîe.v aire fourni more cor:tmonly on aimxll1 lakes thaui
large ones.

"At ali sensaoaîs of thte year thxe ottcr's main itemn of grub is
fisli, with uauskratq, frogai andi mice oin the side. lie lias a
decided hauîkering for rabbita, but bumany lins t.ao rnucb speeci
for hlmii. Oit storany or wvindv days 1 hiave ksîowîî -in otter Io
sîIiiiîma a fox anad poiice upon hlmi like a ilaîsh. The onl'
*iboav reviaîrd lias then is La exercise the furictions of bis fc.
As soon aui theo wvoadland laîke aire ivell snowed under, the lient
front the %vý c~r opens one or mare air baoles la thue ice, citlier
ont ira the inîdtile or along the shore. ThesQe are a great, belli,
to t le otter in lis wiuîtcr tishxng. I.ighvtniing savinînier thioiglî
lie istlie otter oftto miisses bismnaîrk. The capricins trout ami
the, reuiiisccnt. cliub keep both eyce pecied for hit aand damrt
undt'r rocks anmd rots bevond bis reaicli. Stili the otter is at

vcry siaccesaifu1l i0iermnau dc very destructive to l ni embersq
of the thuny tribe fourni imi imîiaad waters, til ta nilin ive
potind:s lu weiglit. Onte of the fewv virtuie- p)o!ssseod by die
otter lis that lie %vaiges uuceasittg, ar uipon the Mc. Mlien ai
otter uîa'ets a big oui the policy of flie orter is ane of betuevolcît-
asýsiinilation. The saxoker, too, often supplie-s a dinner for the
otter. Abouit the oiîha chance lie lias to fool the otter lis ta
anake a previaus delà %vitlî s-oue fricndly kinglisîter. The
tiltimate restit, ini eitîter caise, is about the saine Fo fatr ais the
suici"r is concerned.

''lIThe biggesm otters 1 have ever takon haive weiglied aibout
lfateen pouinds. ils a'. figliter thte otter is more titan a mnatchi for
a dog of tîvice bis weiglit, as hoe is ais hivelN. -s ai caL atd cati bite
ton timiesq to the to' once. lis jawva work ais Quick.as a sewing
miachine iiiid this iaaakes Viae dog lioîv. 1 have mif soverai
occasions scola an otter ant coming ont of the avater start tifter au
dog juait ais if the dog wvas his mnt. Titere secnus teo bo no liinuit.
te, bis piuck. 1 aas once going over iny liste of traps oin
Ba.tlaursqt waters in the tnonth of Fobruary wvhen I leaird a'îto-
thing tuat. souinded like one tif tîteso portable inilis squalling
anad sqîtawking ont a little pino knoll a few rods aliend. 1
biustled Uip the hli anîd arria'od just iti tiiane te se two atters
riiitiig off thait linti aictualhv tackied a lynx in a trap. There
as alnost ettough fîîr scattered round ail theo snow to pack a

piilow cae.e mtos, of vlicbl bcionged to the lynx, îvba aas stihi
fanting the air îvith ail the loose paavs lie liad. 1 gave cliase
to, the' otters and aatanaaged te, nail onc îvitl i ta axe uraler a1
biowdowiî ; the otîxor gat, aîvay. Wion 1 got, blick te the lynx
hie as dead. Ils Fkiai w.as avortileai, beinig teint aand bitteai
tirotihl ai ore titan Lwenty places, wlaile the atter skiai
hagrdli owved ascratch. ~ ot I5 nUcfgtat ta
$it>.

,e'1 tiever kucav but otie case of a liglit between n otter and
a beaver. A fiiiiily of beaver i aid pluggcd îtp the gateavay of
ait aid dria'itg datin ot the Dumsigirvoni, tîakiaîg the datin water
tiglit and foding the pond ta a dcpth of foia;r or tive foot.
This ivas aiboumt the latter part of ()ctober, I liad ccu au otter
fi.vhiitg in the pondc, ci thoughit, I would try the effect, of hetming
doava the daîtu. The avater ian out rapidly ant in abolit liai!
ant )tour Lucre wstnt maore tlian six incites of mîttd aater
left ii the pondt. The otter startcd to rmîn thromîgli tue gate,
butwe aal ie siw mne -tandinig tliere lie wiiirled about and
dairted utpstreaan andît itîto the beaver htouse tit stood about
tavenmy rods aavay oit thie batik of the pond. Thet lioîise ltid
bc-en îuaoccupicdi during the sîîîntner atmd I geasthe otter
didt kaîow thte beaa'ers lîîîd retmtraed. Atiyway the <tter
caine out of flint. in iesa, tian ten secoids avitit lis tend alinost


