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the flrst plates for the Mauritius stamps might have multiplied his original
desigyn; by means of olectrotyping, liad lie been acquainted with that process
and liad ho possessed the necessary apparatus; but this it appears v, not
the case. When therefore it was found that the single staip plates, ceuld
not produce a sufficient supply of inmpre.ssions, hoe set to work to engrave
fresb plates with twelve types tipon ecdi, and thiese Lwelve typt-i being
separately engravod by bianuc, naturally ne two of thini are exactly alike,
thius preduùtcingr zwelve typical var-ieties, of each value of the btainpl).. tl.
varieties differ x, ery sligrhtly fromn one another for the miost part, iL tjiii
close exaînination to discover the- various types; thoî'e is, however, ctlîieng,
the two-penny stamps one well Piarked variety foriîned by the enliilver,
having madle the " c" of the word "'Pence " an " o "thus reading "Two
Penoe." This curjous error wvas apparently nover altered, w1liehi it illiglit
very easily have been, for the lotters on these stamps were not cut juto the
plate, but were ef t, in relief, the port:ons which are dark in the btaiips
beinC cut away in the plqtes so as to roceive the ink, so that by cuittinc
away a smnall portion of the "'o" it could have been made into a ý c"

Looking at the general design of theso stamps, if we disregard for a
moment the lottored labels at the sides, I think it is evident that it i.s a
rough copy of that of the English penny and two-penny stamps, a profik
to lef t oi the Quoen with a diadein, the word " Postage " abovo, anid the
value bolow; it was then no doubt thouglit necessary to add soitie inýliea-
tion of the locality to which they belongyed, accordingly tlîe word
"IMauritius " wvas placed on one side of the label. Soinething was iieeesý,,ary
to balance this on the other, the words "«Post Office'- were natural e:iuugh,
and, o-çinar to the curious manner in wvhich '« M4auritius" is macle te ruad
froin below upwards, if a stamp of the first issue be lool ed at fronî ie d,
its labels read "Post Office Mauritius." Why, when freshi platues were
engraved, the words " Post Paid " were substituted for " Post Offiue " is
hard to say, for with the word "Postage " at the top " Post Paid " was
unnecessary.

These plates continued in use for about ten ycars, during ivhieli tinu
they gradually becaîno worn out, so that the later impressions frein theml
only show traces of the original design, the lettering even becoîiiîi- a1iiost
if flot quite illegiblo; in consequenco of this the pobtmaster iii tîtu uarly
part of 1858 requested that the plates of the Lwo-penny stanîps (tlîat value
beingy the moqt used and that plate boing consequently the iiust worn)
migyht be re-engrraved or a new one madle. The old plate wvas placd in the
hands of Mr. Sherwin whu undertook to ro-ongrave it, but, wlio aftui :suirn
delay, returned it in an unfinished state in the latter part of theye, ttn
that hie had no time to complote it. rlPhis plate was thon subîîmittud to
another'engraver, a Mr. Lapirot, whose opinion was, that it was teo iinuch
worn to ho lof any further use, hoe at, tho same timne undortook to engrave a
fresh plate, which ho apparently did early in 1859, for at ail events before
the end of March in that year a new variety of two-ponny stamps iiiade, its
appearance, also printed froin a copper plate engravcd in a similar inanner
to the earlier ones, and thus also showing twelve different types.

The design of the stamps engraved by Mr. Lapirot is, if anything, MONe
eurious than that of their predeceessors, and although ho attempted, what


