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Quxnee, Decmber 14

It zives ns pleasure to sco thuta Mecting has been
catled 1 Moutroal for tho 18thinst., to devise moavs
in awd of establishing a steaiy communicntion bet-
ween Queboe and Halifax.  We aro persuadail a
lino of stoam boats in that trado would niford profit-
ahle peeunianry invesunent, and much fucroase the
business and intercourso with our sistor provinces.
As menus for communieating inteiligeucee, the pas-
sago heing regularly porformed in from 6 o0 8 dn{s.
1t would e attended with benefits with the regular
Post-Office packets and a mereantile line ot HaTif:lx.
it would divert a great portion ofthe very largo sums
now puid to the United States for postage and pas-
aage, [t isastoishing thatsuch an undertaking has
pot loug ugo been accomplished. I the Valoutia
steam packets were to go into operation, there can
be to daubt that 8 bout to Quebee would give the
whple trado in pastage uud passage to British iuter
~st3, by which it ought 1o b enjoyed.

-

Iu addition to tho bequest of £100 mado to the
British aud Canndian Schuo! 1u St Roc (not at St
John's gate, as stated by nustac=) the late Mr.
Stott bequeatiied £100 to the Wesleyan Chapel,
£100 to the Wesleyan Schoul 1o Quebee, and £100
to the Wesleyes Chanel i the Towaship of New
Irelund.—( Mercury, )
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EXTrACLTS
From the Fourth Annual Report of the Board of |

Managers of the Bustun Prison Discipline Seciely.

' CONTINCED.

This Socicty, without thwarting the purposes of jus-
tite, calls into actin the sympathetic and compassionate

Seelings of mun towards his fellow.—~Were it not for
some such uperation as this, it might not ouly be un-
felt but unknown, that there are in the United
States about 300 funutics, 500 youth and children,
1000 females, 10,060 of all classes, in prison at the
same time; and in the lapse of a single year, about
125 crimingls, and 75,000 debtars, conmipted to
rison. Much more would it be unfelt and unknown,
éw friendless are these junutics 3n prison; how
misprable their condition; how incurable they be-
coupe, if they do not soon die, in conscquence aof
their dreadfol malady, when aggravated by imprison-
meat. Even with the operations of this Society,
we knaw not how much time must clapse, before this
wretched class of prisoners will excite so much com-
miseration as 20 cause other provision to be made
for them. Five hundred youth and children too, might
have rewained for ages, in the old penitentiaries, sub-
ject ta the brutal passions of cld offenders, and no
to'qscs of refuge for juverile definquents have been
Erovided for them, except for the publicity which
as been given to the fucts in regard to the unutter-
sble abominations to which they have been exposed.
1000 fenales, also, among whom are daughters once
promising, wives with husbands and children living,
and mothers with infant children in their arins, might
have remained in prison, and may sull remain there
a long time, before it shull be felt gencrally that fe.
male commiseration, prayer and corresponding effort,
can find scope forits ever active spirit within the
walls of prisons. This would not be because the
sane heart which was first at the sepulchre of Him,
who was anoiuted to preach liberty to the captive,
does nos remainou cagth; but because it has beeo so
extensively unhmown that there were so many fe-
males in prison, And 19,000 personsof ail classes
aight huveremnained in prison, and every year 125,000
erimi als, and 75,000 dcbiors might be committed to
rison, and still this might renwin a subject s0 un-
important, and uminteresting, as not to excite the
commiseration of the public, were no publicity to he
given to the fucts coneerning it.  We believe th sre-
fore, that this Society, without thwarting the purpio-
ses of justice, calls into action, to some extent, the
sympathetic and compassionate {eehings of man to-
~wards his fellow.

Thys it appcars thay the indicect ioflucnce of the
Societypay have been or may be of some useio the
world.

THE PHYSICIAN OF TRE CONMECTICUT STATE PRI1FON
REPOKTS,

That uncommon health bas prevsiled in the ingti-
susion during tho past year, Not a death has occur-
red wjthin that period; aud.only.onesince the prisun
was firs} tenanted in June, 1624,

Thin degree of henlthinlness and exémpron from,
fatabity is, st 18 presumed, uncxampled inthe historyi
of prixans, '

In Lurope, one denth in 30 or 85 is connidered
common henlthiness,

Aubugn prispn, with 570 convicts, has lost but nine]
the past year,

‘The Counccticut prison, with an average of 120
convicts, has had but one death in nearly two yeurs,
and not one for sisteen months,  ‘These fucts speak
wel for these instivotions.  No other prisens have
ever been so healthy.  This may be uscribed to the
three following causes, principally, viz.,

Ist. Kegular and uniforn diet, und strict temper-
anee of the prisoners,

1. Thorough ventilation, and uniform tempers-
ture of the shops and vight rooms.

3d. Constunt and regular employment during the
day. .

Dier.—In the Comnecticut prison, Je food and
drink of the convicts are the sume ns lust year; and,
with little variation, the same throughout the year.
‘The dict estubli hed by the directars, on opening the
institution, is found not only to be wholesce and
sufficiently nutritious, but generally very satisfactory
to the prisoners. 1n health, no prisooer is allowed
uny other drink than water.  Coffec, tea, milk, and
other proper food and drink, wvre furnished to the
sick and indisposed.  Tac opinion which has so long
and so extensively prevailed, that spirituous liguors
could not be suddenly abandaned with sufety, has,
inthe exp rience of this justitution, been completely
refuted.

Of the 106 convicts committed to this prison since
its establishment, 90 have acknowledged themselves
to have been intemperate, or are known to have been
so. Some of these were veteran drinkers; and one,
in addition t> spirits, had for 17 years used large
quentities of opiom.  These prisonors were deprived
of sprrits at once without a substitute. Those indi-
viduals in whom the habit wns long confirmed, suffer-
ed atemporary loss of appetite and almost over-
whelming anguish for the yant of their accustomed
stimulus, which scemed, for the time, to supersede
every other evil connected with their confinement.
But by attentive watching, the usc of coffee and nu.
tritious and wholesome dict, the appetite was soun
improved, and after a while greatly increared-—tho
craving for spirits graduaily subsided ; and after some
time had elapsed, they acknowledged an miprovement
in their feellngs, increase of bodily strength and vigor
of mind. These facts are important; and it is hoped
will have an influcnce in carrecting a very general
mistake that is prevailing, that the peculiar diseases
of ¢runhards are liable to come on suddenly, if spirits
Le suddenly abundoned. With this erroncous im-
pression many have resorted to substitutes and pre-
venuves, which only changed the stinulus without
removing the habit.

Veatitation.—In addition to the former expedi-
ents for ventilation, a furnace has been eunstructed
far the double object of regulating the temperature of
the prison, and still more important purpose of
t[‘ngling a constant supply of pure air into the great

au.

Eurrovyent.~The subject of employment was
adverted to i the Report of last year, and also in the
report of the directors.  Another year’s experience
has confirmed ull our former opinions on the subject,
and satisfied ug of the imporiance of lubor both to
health and discipline. < e

EXTRACTS FROM THE POURTH RRPORT OF THE MA«
NAGERS OF THE HOUSE OR REFUGEB IN NEW-YORK.

Previously to she establishmen of the house of re-
fuge, there were we-e than five hundred young per-
sons annually committed, in the city of New-York,
cither as criminals or vagrants. Now the officers of
justice«do not find that number, of siese deseriptions;
so that the effects of the institution are not only felt
by those who are committed to its care, but the com-
munity at large feels its benign influeuce in the dim-
inution of erime.

If there could, at this time, be a question as to
the humanity and justice of the institution, the con.
dition of the objects of its ‘care, previously to and
after they are received into thr house of refuze, might
be exhibited.—It hus happened that when onc has
been questiosed as to his former course of life, and
asked how he obtained mcans of subsistence, he has
unswered, * by begging and stealing,” with apparently
aslittle cogscipusoess that. he iwas .making & dis-

graceful confession, as if he had swd that he had
tfound u support from some honest cmployment.

In almost every case—we do notsay in all casea—
the discipline of the institution works a reformation.
The moral faculties are nwekened, the thoughts of
the young oftender are turned, often with regret, upon
his past life, acd he is led to resolve on u better
conrse.~The transition is of abeing from alife of
want, ignorance, idleness, cor.uption, and hopeless-
ness, 1o the cngovments in the refuge of comfort, to
the relief whict, is afforded to the mind, by constant
and useful empleyment, to the hnowledge of gaod
and evil, to the hope of obtaining an honest living,
and to the consolntions of religion.

It is worthy of remark, that sceveral of those who
appenred the most depraved, when they came inte
the refuge, nnd for some time afterward appeared in-
coirgible, have subsequently given the best hope of
their entire reformation,

Since the estal lishment was apened, on the first
of January, 1625, to the commencement of the pre-
sent year, five hunldred and twenty-seven subjects
have bren receivad 5 of these, two hundeed and sev-
enty-five have been vound out, aud ot the Intter only
twenty-two have leen returi o on account of their
having giv o dissatisfaction to those to whom they
were apprenticed.

In several instances reformed s ouths, after an ab-
senee, which they were conscious they had adven.
tageously employed, have presented themselves to
greet those to whom they were indebted, with filial
affection, and with full hearts 10 express their gra.
titude.

It will he secn, that though the manegers chiefly
rely on a system of moral discipline, yet, moderate
corporenl chustisemens is not prohibited.—1t rarely
happeas, but these are some nuatures who can be made
to fcel only through their corporeal senses: and the
managers have not beer willing to suffer these to b
sacrificed to notions of ultry-; hilunthropy, which
would abolish all punishmeuts.

The introduction of the supervision of a committee
of ladies, for the female department, is an improve-
ment, the benefits of which are constantly felt.

There have been in the house of refuge, during the
last ycar, including those who were left there the
preceding year, three hundred and thirty-seven boys
and girls, of whoin one hundred and forty-cight have
been bound out, and onc hundred and sixty-one re-
mained at the close of the year.

Itis to be regretted that this report cannot be
~losed without adverting to a sulsjecct  which is very
far from affording any grounds of satisfuction: it is
the state of the funds and the revenue of the insti-
tution.—This establishment must be considered as
anintegral part of the peuitentiary system which has
heen adopted by the gtatc; it may be said to de
the foundation on which the whole superstructure
rests ; aud there can be no more reason to hiclieve
that the Legisiature will withhold from it an ade-
quate support, than there is to believe thar they will
abandoo the principles of a penal ccde, which marks
the advapcement of mankind in knowledge, civilizas
tion, and humanity.

The maragers, while on this subject, beg leave
to present some extracts from a report of a com-
mittee-of-the Senate, which introduced the law of
1826, :

The eommittee say, ¢ 1aere is hardly 8 child whe
will be condemned to the house of refuge, who, ifleft
to'thiz course which will bring him there, would not
finally become a charge to the State 28 a convict.—
One person, in particular, who is now confined in the
prison at Auburn, was first convicted when he was
only tcn vears old, and has since, at different times,
been twenty-cight years 2 convict, supported by the
State =2 an expense of noy less thau two thousand
dollars -~

¢ Sinee the house of refuge was opened,” con-
tinues the sawme report,  the number of children
who have been brought to thebar of the criminal
courts in New York, has lesscned in the proportion
of four to one.”

In conclusion, the managers have only to say, that
they desire nothing more than the moderate means
necessary to support the institution; and, relying oo
the disposition which hasbecn heretofore manifested:
by the Legislature, to support am establishment
which, the managers beliove, was justly characterized.
by the late Governor, as  the best penitentiary-insti-
tntion ever dovised by the wis, and established by the

beneficence of nan.”



