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able volume—all notifying this Government, by the advices
they conveyed, that the relations—the military apart from
the political and commercial relations—of this provinee to
the Mother Country had changed ; and we were told in the
most explicit language that could be employed, that we
were no longer to consider ourselves, in relation to defence,
in the same position we formerly occupied towards the
Mother Country. Well, these warnings have been friendly
warnings ; and if we have failed to do our part in regard
to them, we must, at all events, say this, that they were
addressed to our Government so continuously and so strenu-
ously that they freed the Imperial power of the responsi-
bility for whatever might follow, because they showed to
the colonies clearly what, in the event of certain eentin-
gencies arising, they lind to expect. We may grumble or
not at the necessity of preparation England imposes upon us,
but, whether we like 1t or not, we have, at all events, been
told that we have entered upon a new era in our military
relations to the rest of the Empire. (Hear, hear.) Then,
sir, in the second place, there came what I may call the
other warning from without—the American warning. (Hear,
hear.) Republican America. gave us her notices in times
past, through her press, and her demagogues, and her states-
men—but of late days she has given us much more intel-
ligible notices—such as the notice to abrogate the Recipre-
city Treaty, and toarm the lakes, contrary to the provisions
of the addenda to the Treaty of 181S. She has given us
another notice in imposing a vexatious passport system;
another in her avowed purpose to ¢onstruct a ship canal
around the Falls of Niagara.so as “to pass war vessels
from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie;” and yet another, the
most striking ore of all, has been given to us, if we will
ouly understand it, by the enormous expansion of the
American army and navy. I will take leave toread to the
House a few figures which show the amazing, the unpre-
cedented growth, which has not, perhaps, a parallel in the
annals of the past, of the military power of our neighbors
within the past three or four years. I have the details
here by e, but shall only read the results, to show the
House the emphatic meaning of this most serious warning.
In January, 1861, the regular army of the United Ststes,
including of course the whole of the States, did not exceed
15,000 men. This number was reduced, from desertion and
other causes, by 5,000 men, leaving 10,000 men 25 the army
of the States. In December, 18§62—that is, from January,
1861, to January. 18683, this army of 10,000 was increased
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