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SKETCH 0F CANADI AN Ci-URCITl HISTORY.

Thc hecroic efforts of the grcat Bisbop of Toronto for
the establishment of a ncew Church Ulniversity for Ontario,
and tbe succcssfül accomplislinient of bis object in the
fot:ndation of Triniitv in 1852, arc Wellknwn To quote
words lately uttercd: "At or aye beyond the turni tîsuaily
allottcd to humai existen:ce, Milen poivcr of body and
mmid alike lack, the vigour and clasticity of former ycars.
the first Bishop of Toronto sut hinisrif, iii the naine of
God andz in reliance upon 11 iim. to accoinplisli the tn-o stu-
pendous tasks of cntircly treconislrtctitig thc constitution of
the Church over whichli h prcsidcd, andI of founiding for
the second tinme a grcat Chi istian Usiivcrsity." The dii-
ficultics whicb iimpedeld thc course of a Royal Charter to
the ncw University werc nt Iingth siiccessftilly overconie,
andI in bis charge in 1853 thc Bishop thus rcicrs ta the
successful issue of bis labours :' This University is i
ready surrounlded iil intercsting andI endearing- associa-
tions. It is tbe offs )ring of a sufiTering Church ; it bias been
wvatered îvitlî her tears, andI may bc justiy naincd the
chilId of lier adversity. lBut, "tlougb îveeping ma-y endure
for a niglit, joy conietlî in the snorning " and, accordingly
shie now prtsents a noble antI living proof of the Catholicity
of the Anglican Church in Great Britain antI Ireland, ini
the United States, within this Diocese, and scattered ail
over the world. Our supplication for hiclp ivas met %vithi the
kindest sympathies and the niost generous gifts." Thus,
%vith bright bopes and libcral offerinigs of biundreds ai
church people scattcred throuffli many regions, the yousng
University %tai ted upon its highi mission, andI madIe after
.lhe lapse of almost tiiirty-fwve years, the higli aspirations
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of its Fouinder fitid a deep echo iii the hecarts of ail loyal
Chutrchmnien h'iit naii.y be perînitted ta proceed from centuiry
to cenitury,,like the Uniiversities of our Fatherland, preparing
andI moulding the baptized, generation after generatiois,
for the Kimgdon- of fieaven. The requisite legislatioiî
giving- ta the Chutrchi of England in Canada thc righit of
sel f-govern men t by means of Diocesan and Provincial
Synods, ivas obtained from the Canadian Legislature in
iS56, anîd aithoughi clergy and Ilay representatives badl met
in the Diocese of Toronto at the caîl or the Bishop since
185 1, still these meetings possessed no legal status, and
the passing of the above act may bc regarded as completing
tbe re-organt!ization of the constitution oftheClChurch. It
inigbit have been expected that.a Church wili had passed
through suicl lieavy trials,and suffered so inany lasses %wauld
have learnt fçoni the sad dirscipline tbe needful lessons of
unity andI muttual ioving co-operation amongst its inembers.
The institution ai Synods from this point af viev, can
bardly have fuilfilictI the natural expectations of thecir pro-
inoters. A sharp separation betwven clergy andtI aity in
Syniodicai action accentuated by trivial disputes-about
rituial matters, have grcatly liwered the value to the Church
of that systeim of self-govcrnmenît îvhich the Church in
Canada %vas the first amongst thc Colonial Churches ta
introduce.

It is clear that soinething ivas amiss, Mhen Bishiop G. J.
Mountaiin, af Quebec, bias to defend hiiinself iii a letter ta
bis Diocese, fronm whicb the foliowing is a short extract:

«It bas pleased GotI who chooses i-, ownî instruments,
unîvorthy in tthemseives, andI puts the 'treasure' of His
Gospel iii earthen î'cssels, that I should occupy in the
Anglican Church thc Episcapal charge originlya h
whole of Canada, and nov, by successive subdivisiors, of
that part ai it, îvhicli canstitutes the reduced Diacese of
Qttebec. 1 have lcId this charge (%vithout spizaking pre-
ciscl9 as ta the niontlis) for tvetty-tbirce years,being exactiy
one-third ofimy lire, anotlier third ivas previotisiy passed in
the subordinate grades ai the CI'ristian ministry, wvîth the
ex'ception af three ycars in Quecbee. I have, ii ane cclecs-
iastical capacity or another, gane in andI out beforc this
people, nîy own people ini Qucecc for farty-onc ycars. It is
forty-one year., I have ivatched andI prayed, andI îorked( for
tieni widiout ceasin. With whaitevcr errors af judgmient,
%vitlî whateVer ec:cics luPractice-and I know that
tbey bave bectn nîany-I have been chargecable, I ch~allengec
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