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word, the prospects wors very gloomy. '.mgs more and more falling to satlefy

But the indestruztible vital power of (ouiijug hearts, and apathy took the
tha Church exortod iteslf likewise, and’ place of fanaticism. Noteven the hat-
the graca of God rewarded the effurts ;o4 against Rome, till now the rally-
of the Popes, who graced the nineteenth | [y polut of Protestantism, ts able any
century. Pius VL ruled but & jguger to unite them. More and more
vary short time, but Plus VII, 1.0 thy ¢yes of thy better classes are wist
X1L., Gregory XV1., PluslX and L°o tyliy turning to Rome, and ministers
X1Ull., wors beacon lights ou the bark " 4ud themusives aud thelr meeting

of 5t. Poter. A great divi-ton tonk'
place amongst Cathollcs  the chafl \vu|
soparated irotn the wh.at, and whllat|
thousands abandoned their faith, and

becamno either nfidels or hecotics, il |
Mous approached K .ne clossr and

clossr, feellug that unton is strength,

aud only a closs arl lasting union:
with the Apostolic Sew ~an briug forth

blossoins snd frult of s splritual life.
Tha s-hirmatlc sttempts ot Ronge,
D)ellinger, ote, proved abortive, their
detuded followers, wo tnight almost
gay, vanished  Tho Syllabus of Puus
IN and the ¢1cumenleal Council of the
Vatlean pronounced clearly and uo-
mistakably agalust the errors and {al
Jaclos of medorn learning. The cen

trailzatlon of the eccleslastical power,
unlted dlsnops, priests and psoplo tnto
an huimnogencous nass of fatthful Cath-
ollcs, and we can say, without fuar of
contradiction that there is no century
in Church history which ehows tha
Church as numerous, as united, as
cloar in her doctrine, as successful in
its work, as the departing niueteenth
century.

The periodical chavge of seasous in
pature fiuds ite counterpart also in the
jite of maukind, Now life is substi-
tuted for old and decayed life, and
when nations becoms uufaithful to
graco, God in thelr stoad gives His
grace to others, whko hitherto sat in
darkness and in the shadow of death.

Since Grogory XVI., the foreign mis-
sions amonst pagau nations have de.
veloped in a mauner truly miraculous.
There is uo country on earth where
Catholic missionaries have not peune
trated. Hundreds of them died mar
tyrs, a still greater number succumbed
to jungle fevers, malaria, etc., and all
of them had to lead a life of extremos
poverty and consequent privations.
But thelr couverts number milllons,
and no amouut of persecution was adle
to uproot the Church in Japan, China,
Tonking, Annam and Siam, or on the
Cannibal Isiands. The blood of mar-
tyrs is the seed of Christians, now, as
well a8 in the time of Tertullian.
Even in Protestant couotries, like
Eogland, Sweden and Norway, there is
a movement toward Rowme, gathering
force ty days, aud the Church not only
made up for tho losees of the sixteenth
oentury, and the smaller losses of the
oenturies following, but she far sxcords

ythelr churches closed.

houses abandoned

fu Kuogland the Tractarian move-
ment brought church eervices neatcer
to that of the Catholic Church, and
many of the learued and mnoble re-
turned to the faith of thelr fathers.
In Germany Frederic Willlam [,
King of Prussia by royal prerogative,
wolded Lutherans and Reformers ioto
an evangelical church. The recalel-
traut wiloistera were lwprisoued and
Many of the
Lutheraus oemigrated to America,
where the divers churches led only to
intidellty and the Protestant churches
fu the cities were emptiea. The mod-
ern Julian the Apostate, DBismarck,
tricd to separate the Catholic Church
of Gerwauny from the centro of unity,
and for fiftesn years the Kulturkampf
was waged by all means of iniustice
aud brutal force. The May laws, {u-
tended for the destruction ot the Catho-
lfe Church, {ufl.cted a mortal wound on
the evangelical churches. The protec-
tion of the old Catholics could not fos-
ter the abortive child into life, but the
Catholics fought, united, acted under
the experienced leadership of a Mallin-
krodt, Windhorst, Liebsr, Ballestrem,
and they conquered. DBiemarck went
ficst to Cauossa, and later on out of
oftize.

Awmerica is a very good exemplar of
the many sectn wherein people change
from one to the other, as they change
their clothing. There are about three
bundred and twenty different denom-
inatione in the United Siates, and this
scattering of forces has produced a
lethargy more pronounced than in
Europe. Oae result is, that at present
the mejority of Americans arenot even
baptized. Infidelity dominates.

Likewise the *‘Greek Orthodox
Church " in Russia, Turkey and Greece
shows but sigus of stagnation, and the
so:ts, separating from her {n spite of
governmental persecution, are geotting
datly more numerous, a; ? their tenets
more extravagant and even criminal.

It appears to us probable, that the
twentioth contury will see the end of
Protestantism as a system, and the
battie will be fought between the Cath
olic Church and infidelity. The fate
of the Schismatic churches is ideuntical
with the fate of the Russian Empire,
and wo do not know how this will turn

her former figures. Today we couut
820 000,000 Cathollcs, 1x1ien
Protestants and 130,000,000 Schismat-

fcs. ‘The latter at least tn Asia and'

Afrlca are aleo casting looks of loug
ing upon the centre of Catholic unlty,
aud during the century about three
mi! ll>us returned to ths uaity of the
Church, whilst others are preparing to
follow thelr example.

Turnlng our cyes upon the non-
Cathollc donomfvailons, an cutirely
differcnt spedtacio m=e3 our gaz* The
nluetecnth contury rshawrd ho signs ol
fo, but (1 decav, Tired of the end
Joss dogma* e disontes, the Protostatts
t0 & great eXxteu ihrew the Leivesin
to tho arns of agu- “fui . O hers

out.

The metaphysical sclence [ Philcs
ophv ) found during tha ~entury many
exponents, but the quality did not cor
respond with the quantity. It was not,
Multum in parve, bui Parrum in
tmulfis. Reason wighed to emauncipate
itself from thy domiuton of falth, und
tho result was the abandonment of the
old, trled and proved prop sitions of
Arlstoteltan and Schalastic philesophy
and a wlid, untenadle speculation.
Panthelem,  Athelsm, Tnelsm and
Idoallsin were the ruling systems, and
under the leadership of Kant, the deli
rous dreams of transcendental specula
tlons ripened evervwhere Of late
there aro signs that even te philoso-

separated from  the denontuatlon to
which they belonged, tounded new
oonfossions, and every aticug: at re.
union only brought out more 'o- i~y
the hopeless discussion  Biblicu. (ns |
{clsm gradually led many ton rey 1 .

tion of tho Bible itself, tho cold ve.-)

phors are ashamed of their work, and

are roturning to common sense. xathat

we can hops 1o 9re A resiiv rational

philosopby fn the codaag cevtory Iy

this case philosophy wul be s vaxhne
1 ta falth

I natural sclence thu century wac

very productive, and can hoast of eolid l holy Roman empire of the German
progress. But also here we find much natlon was burled in 1505 Holland
chaff amongst the wheat. [nestead of lost Beigium: Dinmark, Schleswig
being contented with examlining the Holstelu: France, A'sace-Loraine :
laws ¢f pature, the sclentists placed . Austria, Lombardy and Venice : Spain
thelr investigations into the survice of and Portueal, most of their colonles
inhdelity, and geology, chemistry, ' the Holv Father, his patilmony of St.
archasology, astronomy, and kladred Petor : Tutkey lost Egypt, Rumania
sclences were used as & means at their Bulgarla and Servia: Poland and some
dispossl, to diaprove the Bible aud rob of the minor German S-ates wara wiped
the people of the treasures of faith. . out as independent Srates. lLuxem.
Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall, Jackel, burg becams independent of Holland
Hartman, stc., bocams couspicuous by France conquered Alglers and Tonkin:
thelr bold attempts to disprove the : Russia, a great part nt Asia : Fngland
history of creation ascontalned in he tak possesrion of every vacant spct
Bible, and to declars man evolved on earth which sha cou'd reach in time
from an ape But the zsnith of their . The empiresof I'ranceand Brazil were
novelties 18 paseed, their sun ie setting changed into republivs : the nited
aud hero also we wituess a gradual re-  States developed from smsll begiunings
turn to sound and impartiat logic 1uto & powerful nation.

Oa the other side newly ionveuted Most of these chinges were brought
or improved inustruments and the close about by war, aud the pag: s ot history
obsarvation of nature led to important are fitled with the records of blood.
discoveres of natural laws, aud allowed The pozes congress at the Hague was
natural philosophy & phenomenal da- " {n the eyes of the world but a farce,
velopment, of which all countrivs and andthe wars now going cn are but acts
all classes profited. ‘1his work 1s but of highway robtery
begun, aud the new century will be- ‘The most {mportunt pclltical change
hold marvels. Earth is mau's legiti wasin the governmen's themssives
matedominion, and hecannot call him: ormerly governmuunts were autocratic
self fully the loard of hisdominion, and the king's interests were identlcal
untll he tully understauds his kingdrm  with the iuterests of the country, but

In cousequencey of the progress in ' now the industrial and commercial in
natural sclence an immense uumber of terests of the natlon determine its polh.
mechavical inveutions was made, by tics, and dyuoastics bave to identify
which the century was far above any themsolves with these interests. The
of the preceding one:z. In the begin- facility of traneportation and postal
ning of the century any kind of tex: | cominunication brought the nations
ture was mace by hand, and msnufac- , nearer to each other than they bhad
turing depended on horse or water ' been heretofore but they also excited
power. Travelling was slow and fatl- | greater jealousy and fiercer competi.
gulog, navigation uncertain and haz : tion, till at ths closs of the ceutury
ardous, light was furnished hy wax or ! nations appear to us like shop-keepers,
tallow candles. Now the natlons pos ' trying to outrival esch otber, and
sese steam aud electric power, petrol: | ready to use the moet reprehensible

eum, gas and electric light. The
hand-loom gave way to the moet com-
plicated machinery, replacing the work
of thousands of hands. Travelling ls
common, distance is annibilated, t~e
elements are successfully overcems,
and even aerial navigation seoms 1 ear
ite solution.

Whartare, instead of being an ~n-
slaught of brutal masees, bas become a
real sclence, carried on on scientific
principles. Agricultural machines
sow a production far beyond the most
sanguine expectation. Medicine and
surgery are boasting of marveloua tr:-
umphs. Domestic comfort is tenfold to
what it was one hundred yearsago.

All these 'mprovements, howcver,
were not an unalloyed blessing to the
world. It is sven an open question,
whether they were a blescing at all.
We are in a perind of transition.
Machinery rendered possible the cen
tralization of production : the middle
class of mechanics could wvo: compete
with the enormous and « ap output of
large tactories Aun appallin  dispro
portion between the earniugs ot capital
and that of labor shook hucian society
to its toundations, aud the sociat ques-
tion became a puzzliug one. Itis not
soived to-day, it will not be solved in
the near future, aud !t {v {mpossibie to
foratell the eolution after the prescut
formentation {s over and the new state
of things an accomplished fact
Wealth and poverty are both gizaniic
forces, aud the bitter contention be
tween themn is of paramount physler?!,
imoral, social sud religiowsinpn-ta o
Who witl galu the snxters? Ui
mateiy wa belleve tha® Paverts, thas i-
the masses, will win, byt b fie 1
sword. .

Also fu pollities the esntuty booucshe
about enormous changes. Wre gpole
Roeve of the dowptas of Nag o«

which chacged the = -p ot Enrore
But tbts Is not the only change. she

means ‘o gain financial advantages.

It was a de!irious dance around the
golden calf, and it will be, it must be,
the tack of the twentieth century, to
reduce theee acplirations to a legitimate
8!ze, else mapnkind will soon be more
wrotched than it ever was within the
hletory of the world. Signs of im-
; prcvement are not wanting, but just at
| present the crisls of the fever has not
yet passed, and hence we have to ex~
pect convulsions in ths near future,
which will clear the atmosphore, bridle
humau passions and lay a better found-
‘nuon for the future. May God grant
t!
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NO LONGER ' DARKFST AFRICA”

*'‘The twentleth century Africa prom-
ises startling contrasts when compared
with the Africa of the nineteenth cen-
1 tury,” writes Hon. O P Austin in the
' December Forum. ¢ With an area
| four times as great as that of the
. United States, a population of 150 000,-
' 000, & soil ard climate capable of in-
finite variety of production, a rapld'y
expanding commerce, and the great.
vst known supplies of ivory, gold and
diamonds, its development under the
modern methods which ars now belng
applied to it is practicaily assured.
The homeo of rhe ridest civilization, 1t
{s the last of the continents tn vield to
the touch of tre rwewest clvilization.
Bu: yestertay enveloped in the dath-
ness nouystery withou® and ignorance
woh'n ' adav g hrztnated by the
search light ¢1 « dern muethods @ aud
ac ita importance aud atraciions are
helog recognized, with this recogui-
tinn must come developmeat  With
v oo Eureprans seatteied over {0
vast Ares,  rcquainting  themselves
wih its uaturar conditions and re-
grelrerminte, with  the steamer, the
«a'lrond  the (elegraph ard the tele-
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