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parablce teacbi theni die nature -of the Kingdoni whlich liad

already bcj,,.il to coule, and the mclthod of its realization. Hle

conîpared the deveiopicîît of the Kîngdoni to the growvtl of

the seed (8). He wvarned meni thiat the progress of the King-

doni nmust be slow 'and difficuit (9). He encouraged lus disci-

pies to perseverance in prayer, that the tardiîîess of the coming

miglit tiot lead thieni to despondcncy (io). He exhorted tlîem

to d watchi," lest, as the result of Cie Alastcr's long deiay, tliey

mighit at Iiis coming be off thecir guard (i î). He taught by
word and action that the Kigonwas for the'social outcasts

as w~eli -as for the lcgally rigliteous aniiîg tuie Jews-for hlea-

then dogs as weil as for Israelitisli ciidren. He spoke of the

Gentile day of grace. It wvas neccssary that the Gospel be

preaclied througiit ail the wvorld, beforc the final cornung of

the Kingdorn (12). But they w,,,ere dull disciples. Their inibred
limitations were a liindrancc to, thecir reception of his -teachung.

Even to the iast they chierishied the hiope of a visible KCingcloin

soon to be realized. Tiîey did not appreciate the gentie

hints lie lias been givung theni of biis early deatiî ; and -wlien

the timie for bis departure drew niglh, and lie -must speak
pliniy to*theni, thecy were offended (13). Thie thougbit of lus

death, before bis work wvas #donc, wvas soreiy (iisappointing.
Tue Jews as a people could îîot forgive Jestis for hiaving par-

odied thieir national hope. His unpardonabie crime ini thecir

eyes wvas that lie shiould profess to bc thieir Messiali, and yct re-

fuse to (la any of the works wliici tlîey expected tlieir Messiah

to do. So the bitterest disappountmnent of biis disciples wvas
that lie sluould be 'put to deatli witluout so, nuchi as liaving
made an effort to restore the Kingdoni -to Israel (14). But the

Master himiseif ivas not disaippointed. I-le -spolce of luis death
as necessary to the fulilnent 'of biis work, and lue assured bis
foliowers tlîat lie wvoui(i 'conuie agauni that luis kingdonu wvould
then enter upon a new~ cra of prosperity and ultinîately appear

(8). M ark 4 :26-29. (11). MaItheW 25: 1.13. (12). Mark 14 :9.
(9). Mfark 4: 1.9. (13). Comlpare MaI.rk 9 : 30.37 and IMark 10:3.2.37.

(io). Luke IS : z-8. (14). Luke 24: 21.


