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other things. It depcnds, first of ail, on the fact that you
have been born from above, and in addition to tlîis, that
you have been set apart, by the \Vill of God, to the min-
istry of thc WVord. Apart from tlicse two divine cals-
the personal and the oficial-whatevcr your intellectual
cndownients and attainmcnts. you have no right to put a
hand on this work; >,ou go a warfare at your owvn charges.
and I can conceive no lot more rniserablc than that of
lîii who runs unsent to this great work. Thierefore, if
there is a shadow of uncertainty in yotir inrnost t. iul con-
ccrning these things, I %would counsel you in the name of
the Great FIcad of the Churci to pause ; to pause at
whatever self-sacrifice «and disapr ointment ta yourself and
others; to pause tli lighit bieak in on your soul,
and you hear the Lord say l"This is thr way, walk
ye in it." 1 arn the more encouraged thus to couinsel you
from the good resuits 1 have knon to arise front sucb a
seif-exami nation in the case of others. Few nien were more
lionouired in the ministry of Scotiand than the late vener-
able Principal of the Unitcd Prosbyterian Theological Col-
lege, Dr. Harper,and bis biographer, Dr. Cairns, informs us
how lie passcd through such a period of spiritual searching

as I have indicatcd. IlTwvo congregations liad callcd hum
ta be tîteir pastar. but the Synod., which according to, the
custoiliten cxisting, band to detide betwcen thcm, re-
ceived a letter from the yoting preacher intimnating- his de-
liberate and fixcd resolution ta acccpt of no fixed charge.
l'le reason of this startling annaunicement was in the
highest degree creditable to the young man of tbrcc and
twenty. A cloud of distressing doubt liad fallen on him
simultaneously with tic caîl ta the ministry, and he would
flot advance a single step until he liad questioned himiself
upon the grounds of bis belief, going down to the very'
fouindations, and reviewin- his convictions on the Divine
origin of Christianity itself. At the saine lime, or, per-
haps, rather wben his intellectual, conflict had passed the
crisis, he was visited with overwbelming convictions of
the responsibilities attaching to zbe care of souls. Through
anxious days and steeplcss nigbts the cry or bis beaut was,
« Who is suflicient for these things ?"' Who does flot
feel that if there were: tîte saine conscientiausness and
courage on the part of ail candidates for the ministry,
there would be fewer sbipwvrccks of faitb, and fewer mis-
crable failures. Therefore, gentlemen, if you have douhts
and difliculties, cither in rcgard ta yourselves or the doc-
trines forrnulated by this church, now is the right tlime ta
settle tbem. You have received it training which will en-
able you ta do tItis rnuch at least, and daing sa you wvil
save yourselves much misery, and the church much trou-
ble.

But have you corne ta an assured conviction in regard
ta these things, as 1 trust you havc. evcr one ? Do you
go forward ta ibis wvark in the strength of the Lord? Then,
whiatever your future carcer may be-short or long, ob-
scure or famnous, dark or briglit, I have only words of good
cheer and congratulation for >'ou. I do flot promise that
yotu will find the wvork easy; neither do 1 affirra that yau
will have no difficulties ta contcnd, with, noa sorrows, dis-
appointinents, trials, rebufTs, reproaches ta bear.. I do
flot say that you --vilI neyer niect with opposition, cnvy,
jealousy, bitterness, contradiction, thwartings, snarcs, abuse,
mnisrcprcscntation, persecutian. Yea, sa far froin doing
so, I would rather say, reckon an having to endure ail
these things, for there neyer was a faithîni, follawer of
Christ wlîo did nat receive his full share of theni. The
world is stili the saine world that crucified your Master.

Yet, notwitlîstanding, thoughi ail these things should corme
upon >'ou, aye, and aIl togetiier, of this I arn convinccd,
that if >'ou are truc to your Master and His wvork, yotu may
always, andin aIl circunistances, bc able to say, IlSurcly,
the lot lias fallen ta me in pleasant places."

The truc minister of Christ bas resources that neyer rail.
In bis experience the Pauline paradoxes are often re-
peatcd, "lAs unknowni >'et wveil-knawvn, as dying and be-
hold we live, .1s chastenied and not kilied, as sorrowful yet
always rejoicing, as poor yet making many ricli, as havîng
nathing yet possessing ail tlîings." Indced, the expe-
noence of the first and grcatest of aIl Gospel ministers inav,
in sanie measure, be ours. Rernemberthe Master. Wlien
He rninistercd the words of life He liad ta endure great

Icontradiction of sinners-
The foxes fohIn< rcst,
And the birdi hall thcir ncft

Ini tic shade of the ccdar tree;
But Thy toucli %va% te sudl,
Oh, Thou Son tif God

Ini the deserts or GalUee.

Thou canicst, O Lord,
With the living Word

That should set Thy people free;
Btut wvitli îocldng scnm,
Andw~ith crowni ,f thorn

They bore ice to Calvary.

Yet, remember that it wvas the experiences of tbis very
Man of Sorrows,wvbicb David, by the Spirit.,uttcred in these
words: "'Surely, the lot bas fallen ta me in pleasant
places.'

As an explanation and illustration af wvhat we mean,
consider H-im at ane crisis of His ministerial career.
Hearken ta His wvords when His work secmned an utter
failure, wben the tide of popularity, wvhicb flowed so
amazingly in the eatly days af His ministry. began ta ebb
with sucb friglîtful rapidity ; when even John Baptist's
faith scemed ta fail; Mvien He had ta liken the men af that
generation ta sulen cliildren froin wvom no respanse
could be elicited, howcver thcy were approachcd ; wben
He bad ta upbraid the cities in which niost af His mighty
woarks wvere donc, becausc tbcy rcpented flot. Do His
wards at that crisis betoken a spirit crushcd down in des-
pair ? Nayt1 Listen: IlAt that turne jesus answered, I
thank Tlîce, 0 Father, Lord of Heaven and eartb, bc-
cause Thou hast lîid tiiese thîing-s from tlîc wisc and pru-
dent, and hast rcvealed them unto babes ; even sa, Father,
for s0 it secmed good in Thy siglit.*" Therefore, again I
repeat, whiatcver bardncss, disappointmcnt and apposition
you ia exptrience, I have notbing but wards of gaod
cheer in wvelcoming yau ta this w'ork. Be strang, therefore,
and of a good coura ge. I have put these bard things before
yo.a. not because I thîink they wvill bulk rnast largely in your
experiefice, for I do flot tbuitk that this will be the case,
but for the purpose of making mare cmpbatic the truth,
that whatevcr your outward circumstances, God can sup-
ply aIl your ncd, and carry you about in triumnph. And,
so far froni condoling wvith you in regard ta difficulties you
may encouniter, I would rather congratulate yau if ta you
it were given ta suifer much in Ibis gaod cause, fan in this
work ta which wve have devoted ourselves, the greater the
presenit bardncss, tic highen the future honour. We are
part af the Lord*s hast, and >'ou well know that in an army
tbev always reccive the lîigbest honours who have been in
the thickest af the fight. The Victoria Cross was neyer
wvon by garrison dut>' in lime of peace, and while there
may be flot a fcw carpet knights of Christianity-selfish,


