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PLEASANT HOURg,

What is Faith?

Little Mary stood on the kitchen floor,

Gazing down at the old trapdoor

Into the cellar dark and damp.

She could only see a tiny lamp

At her papa’s side ; she knew he was
there,

For she saw him herself go down the
stair ;

And now and then she could hear him
speak,

Though the voice seemed far away and
weak, )

“Papa !” she called in her baby tone,

“Are you there, dear papa? IT'm all
alone.”

* Why, yes, Mttle daughter, be sure I am
here ;

Jump and I'll eatch you, do not fear.”

“Papa, it is dark, I cannot see ;

Where are you, papa ? Do come for
me,”

“ No, daughter, jump; I will hold you
fast,

Come now !” and Mary jumped at last.

He held her trembling in close embrace,

And pressed a kiss on her baby face,

While a simple lesson the child he
taught,

A lesson she never in life forgot :

“My dear, that’s the way to obey the
Lord ;

Though you cannot see him, believe in
his word ; .

He will say, ‘ Here am I,” to every call ;

Trust him, he never will let you fall.”

A GIRL'S SONG.

At the time of the terrible accident
& year or two ago at the coal mines near
Scranton, Pa., several men were buried
for three days, and all efforts to rescue
them proved unsuccessful. A spectator
wrote :

“The majority of the miners were
Germans. There were in a state of in-
tense excitement, caused by sympathy
for the wives and children of the buried
men, and despair at their own balked
efforts,

“A great mob of ignorant men and
women assembled at the mouth of the
mine on the evening of the third day, in
a condition of high nervous tension which
fitted them for any mad act. A sullen
murmur arose that it was folly to dig
farther, that the men were dead, and

. this was followed by cries of rage at the
rich mine owners, who were in no way
responsible for the accident.

‘“ A hasty word or gesture might have
produced an outbreak of fury., Stand-
ing near me was a little German girl,
perhaps eleven years old. Her pale face
and frightened glances from side to side
showed that she fully understood the
danger of the moment. Suddenly, with
a great effort, she began to sing in a
hoarse whisper which could not be heard.
Fhen she gained courage, and her sweet,
(childish voice rang out in Luther’s grand
old hymn, famillar to every German
from his cradle :

“¢A mighty fortress is our God.

“ There was silence like death. Then
one voice joined the girl’s, and presently
another and another, until from the
whole great multitude rose the solemn
cry :

“‘With force of arms we nothing can,
Full soon are we o’er-ridden,
But for us fights the godly man,
Whom God himself hath bidden ;
Ask ye his name ?
Christ Jesus is his name.’

“A great quiet seemed to fall upon
their hearts. They resumed their work
with fresh zeal, and before morning the
Joyful cry came up from the pit that the
men were found—alive.

“Never was a word more in season
than that child’s hymn.”

Tommy’s grandfather was a candidate
for a public office, but was defeated.
The day after election, Tommy, who al-
ways knows the news of the day, came
beaming into the kindergarten, saying :
“ Giood morning, Miss Brown; my grand-
pa was elected all to pieces.”

e

THIRD QUARTER.
BTUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY,

LESSON XIL—SEPTEMBER 20,
DESTRUCTIVE VICES.

Prov. 16. 22-33. Memory verses, 25.27.
GOLDEN TEXT,
There is a way that seemeth right unto

& man ; but the end thereof are the ways
of death.—Prov. 16, 25.

DAY BY DAY WORK.

Monday.—Read the Lesson (Prov. 16.
22-33). Answer the Questions.

Tuesday.—Read what sin does (Prov,
6. 6-19).

Wednesday.—Read a warning from the
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THE FLYING FISH,

past (1 Cor. 10. 1-13).
Text.
Thursday.—Read the
(Prov. 12. 8-15),
Verses.
Friday.—Read the right way (Isa. 30.
15-21).
Saturday.—Read
(Psalm 119. 105-120).
of the Lesson.
Sunday.—Read a prayer for purity
(Psalm 141).
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way of folly
Learn the Memory

seeking strength
Study Teachings

QUESTIONS.

I. Wise and Foolish Words,
22-28.
22. To what

verses

is understanding com-
pared ? Do foolish people learn from
their mistakes ? 23. From what do
speech and action flow ? 24. Mention
some uses of kind"words. 25. Why do
wrong ways sometimes seem right ?
What questions should we ask when we
are tempted ? 26, Is there danger in
forming appetite ? 27. Can a bad man
help influencing others ?

II. Good and Bad Deeds, verses 29-33.
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