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PLEASANT HOURS.

A Boy's Mother.

My mother, she's good to mo ?
It 1 wra good an 1 could be;
1 couldn't be an good  No, sir!
Can’t ang boy be good as her?

She loves o when I'm glad or mad,

She loves mo when I good or bad

Aud what's the funutest thing, she
mys

She loves mu when she punishes |

£ don ¢ like hier te punish we ;
That don't hurt, but it hurts to seo
Her crymn’; nen [ ery: an' ven
Wo both cry, an® be good again

Sho loves me when she cutn and sews
My little cloak aml Sunday clothes |
An’ when my pa comes hone to tea,
She lovea hun "most as nudh as e’

She laughs, and tells diome all T rald,
And grabs m up, and pats ny heal -
An’ 1 hug her, an’ hug my pa,

An' lovélflim putt” mgh much as mn.
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GOD'S COVENANT WITH
ABRAHAM

**He believed mn the Lord; and he
counted it to him for nighleousneas”

Ougt picture v one that might bhe
seen to-day.  But in mst reapects
it well portrays the period of Abra
ham and Tnase aud Jacob, The spear
standing upright <hows the tent of
the chief.  The camols and horses
and people gathe ¢d in the distance
look now ag thoy did many hundreds
of yenrs ago.  The chief sits at the opening
of lns tent, and there receves new -comiers,
or dispenses hospitality, or drives shavp
hargaing,

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.

1.0, 1898.) LESSON VL {Feb. 1.
GOD'S COVENANT WITH ABKAM,

ten. 17, 1.9, Memory verses, 7, 8.

GoLpgrx TrxT.
He believeth in the Lord ; and he counted
it to bim for righteonancss.—Gen. 15. 6.

QurLINK,

1. A New Covenant, v. 1, 2,

2, A New Name, v. 3.3.

3. A New Promise, v. 0.9,
CoxNrReTING LiNks,

). Abram’s visit to Egypt and attempted
deceit concerning his wife (Gen. 12, 10-19).
2. His dismissal {rom the country (Geu. 12,
20). 3. Lot's departure from Abrum and
settlement trear Sodomn (Gen, 13, 1-13). 4.
God’s promise to give Canann to Abram (Gen.
13. 14-15). 5. The conquest of Chedorlromer
{Gen. 14, 1.7). 6. Nebellion of the five kinus
of the Jordan valley (Gen. 14. 4). 7. Battle
of Llle":\'nle of Siddum, and capture of So+lvin
and Gomorrah (Gen. 14. 5 11). 8& Abram and
Melchizedek (Gen. 14. 12.24). 9. Goid's cov-
enant with Abmam (Gen. 15.1.21),  10. The
painful story of Hagar and Ishmael follows
(Gen. 16). Then comes our lesson.

EXPLANATIONS.

*¢ Ninety years old aud nine”—Thirteen
years after the birth of Ishinael. * ‘The Lord
appeared to Abram “— Lest he should regant
Ishmgel's Lirth as the complete fulfilment of
the promise. *I am the Almighty God ¥—
Our Bible does not give the full senae of this.
It is'the announcenient of God’s name made
at a time when the names of all persuns were
teepfly indicative of their character; no that
this s in the profoundest sense a revelation of
certain attributes of God. ** The name here
describes God as revealing himself violently in
his might, distinguishing Jehovah, the God of
salvation, from Elohim, the God who creates
nature so that it is, and supports it 20 that it
may stand. This is the God who compeln
nature to do what is contrary to itself, who
subjects it 50 aa to bow and minister to grace ;
who ancs the power to realize lus prom-
ises.” — Whitelaw.  **Walk before mc''—Set
thyselt to walk in my presence. *“Be thou
perfect "—Copy me closely in detail. |
wilt eatablish my covenant”—"Thia mean~ that
thocovenant already concluded is about to be
cargied to completion. ** ALraham "— His
name was altered to suit the enlargement of
his:obarsoter.
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A CAMP IN THE DESERT.

Pracricar. Tracutses,
What are we taught in this lesson about—
1. ‘The power of God ?
2. The love of God ¢
3. The merey of God?

Tur Lrssox CaTECHISM,

1. How did God iutroduce himself to
Abram? 1 am the Almighty God.” 2,
\What did he command Abram todo? *“\Walk
before me, and be thou perfect.” 3. What
did he pledge to muke Abram if he was faith-
ful? ** A father of wmany nations.” 4. To
what did he change his name? *“‘To Abra.
ham, which means * Futher-of-r great-multi-
tude"™ 50 Whitt was said of  Abrahuin?
Gulden Text : ¢ He betioved in the Loid,” ete,

DoCTIINAL SUQQESTION, — ‘the divine om.
nipotence.

Cateciisy QuisTion,

How was our Lord exalted in his resurrec.
tion? .

Because bis rising from the dead proved
that ho was the Son of God ; that he had cou-
quered death and had atoned for sin.

How was he exalted in the ascension?

He was taken up into heaven, there to re-
ceive honour and glory from all creatures;
and thence seud down the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

him tho Lord had given deliverance
unto Syris:  He waaalso a mighty
wan in valour, but he was a leper, -
Aud tho Syrians had gone out by com.
panies, and hiad brought away captive
out of the laud of Israel a little maid
and she waited on Naaman's wife,
and she said unto her mistress, -
¢ Wauld God, my lord were with the
prophet that is in Samaria! for he
would recover him of hia leprosy.’Aud
one went in and told his lord, saying,
thus and thus said the maid that isof°
the land of laracl.” Thereforo Naa.
mnn went toElisha, the man of God, |
and was tld to wash in the Jordan®
seven times . This Naaman did, *‘and |
his flesh came again like unto the
flesh of o little child, and he was:
ciean.” And he returned unto
Elisha and would that he shenld:
take & gift in return for the blessing
of healing he lnd received, but ElU
sha would rbeeive nothing from him..

** But Golazi, the servant of El. ]
sha tho man of God, asid, *bhehold’
my master hath spared Naaman-thiy
Syrian, in not receiving at his hands:
that which he brought: But as the’
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and’
tuke somewhat of him.” 8o Gehazi,
followed after Naaman.” And he
told Naauian that Elisha had sent]
him for somo silver and changes of
raiment for two young men who had
{usc come from Ephrim to Elisha,’
iis waster. Then Naaman gave the]
silver and the changes of raiment to
Gehazi. \When Gehazi returned to
his master, - Elisha said, ¢ Whencs
comest thou, Gshazi?” and he said;
** Thy servant went no whither.” (You ses
Gehazi hiad said what was false once and
now without tyetihle he told alie to hiy
master).  But Elisha aaid, ¢ Went not my
heart with thee, when the man turned
again from hix chariot to meet thee? . . .
The leprosy therefore of Naaman shalf
cleave tnto thee and unto thy seed forever:
Aud he went out from his presence g
leper as white as snow.”

GEHAZI'S GOLD.

S NAAMAN, captain of the host of the
king - of Syria, was a great man with
his master, and Lmourable, becauss by
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Popular: Music Books.

During tho t aix or eight months the twg
music kspxnlc_h. nexeéxw our own
Canad the old reliable

{an Hymnal and
and 8o0los, have had thelargest sale with us by
been the f’ox]owln::x-

THE LIFE LINE. ...
A collection of Sacred Songs for the M.

Y
A. F. Meyers

Per copy, 20c.; per dozen, $2.0(
This book has had an enormous sale in the

States, We have oumelves alrmady s0id
more than two thousand coples. 4

THE FINEST OF THE WHEAT ;

Chaplain McCabe’s

Per copy, 33¢.; per doren, $3.6

A sale of 436,000 coplen is pretty fair evt.
dence that thid bod‘k‘;ﬂeues the goow& It 2
is & rousing collection of ntlrdnzo:grtoc

nision and revival meetings the -
sunday-echool.

OTHER NEW BOOKS

The Jewelled Crown. By Asa Hull Kach,
per dozen sao. :
Bright Light. By S. W. Straub, Each,

per dozen, $3.
Crowa of Gold. By W. T. Gifs and T.
Davis. Eich, 3ic.; per dosen, $3.40. 3
Pearls and Diamonds By J. ¥, Kineey, -
25¢. 3 per dozen, 3230, .
Postage prepaid on single ce

Not prepaid at dezea rate,

Nethodist Book and
Padilsking Boaw,
C. W. Coares, Montreal, Que,
" '8, ¥. Hunerts, Halifax,.




