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PEEITS

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Porzav, Yosevian anp Dpvesia—To
the uahallowed slifance of sccutlas embition
and ecclesiastical dogoneracy, may without !
difliculty be traced the balefel oparation of
“the mystery of iniquity ** in its most suc-
caeesful ufferis to desolate the heritage of
God. et not thiv remark be tuisunder.
stood. Wo covet neither rank nor reputa-
tionamong the croakors against the principle
of an ccclesiantical establishment.  We
think It may bo adopted in perfect harmony
with the genius and spirst of the Goxpel,
atd Jegitinately cacried out so s amply to
remunarate by its salutary effets, the
nation that thus pays its public hiemagoe at
the shrino of Rovelation. At tho satae
time, wo aro not blind to its suscepuibality
of abuse. \When the arm of secular power,
{natead of sustaining and stueldiug the reh-
gion of the Bible, lends tacif to sirengthen
the pillars and decorate the edifice of su-
porstion and idolatry, its energies, unques-
tionably, aro fesrfully prostituted ; and we
are groatly mistiken if the King of Prussia
Is not at this moment exhibiting to the cyes
of the world, an abuse of imperial power
of precisely this character.

We bhad hoped better things of him.
Till the affair of Cologue undecewed us, it
was, we confess, our full and unsuspectng
impreseion, that, if Protestant Christianity
could boast a eceptsed friend on the Conti.
nentof Europe,—one whose attachinent was
based on principle, and aniwated with some
pessonal knowledge ofthe power of religion.
thatindividual was King Frederick William,
Unutterably painful to our minds, therefors.
is the contemplation of the recent events at
Cologne, by which the charm of that im-
pression has been completely dissipated.

Dirccting a closer attention to the posi-
tion and policy of this eminently influential
prince, wa find that the credit of whatever
of grandeur—falsely so naned-—attaches
to the project of uniting the Romish and
the Reformed Chutches, is due to the late
King of Prussia; and that, in poiut of fact,
the Son is merely prosecuting the favourite
design, and aiming to realize the first wish
of the Father. It may not be generally
koown that the late king, in the year 1817,
with a view toeffect 3 union between the
Lutheran Churches of his enpire and the
Reformed Calvinistic Church, of which he
was himself a member, deeired all the
elergy of both bodies to fumish individually
their views of the best plan for the accom.
plishment of that object. Years clapsed
without any satisfactory result. No ap.|
proximation towards the consummation eo
strongly desired, or rather, so rexolutely
determined upon by the royal mind, was
perceplible.  Another expedient, likely to
be morg cficicnt, was therefore adopted n
1822. The king constuuted the Rev. Mr
Dunson and sevenother clergymen, bishops;

ral comfort and emolument to boot. The
dissonyienla were comparatively fow and
feeble. And, to comnpel their aubmieston,

they werestripped of their office ; and those
of them who were subsequently deteeted
exereming us functions had to endure sevors
penaliieg,~in somo instances, fmp-son.
ment for years. Thousands of the private
members of the Church sought an asylum
s Eogland or on the shores of America.
About this timo it was that the late King
of Prusma (smrabile dictul) received from
the Popo a title of official digmty in the
Church of Rome,~—a fact winch speaks
volumes as to hus ulterior objact. 1n this
advanced state of preparation for the deve.
lopement at Cologne, wluch has receatly
shocked the munds of al' who attach any
importance to tlo Reformation, did the
late king leave this comprehensive project

of union to his successor on the throne

Faithful to the trust committed to him by
his father, but recreant toall his responsi.
bilities and obligations as a Protestant
Prince, King Frederick William throws
the spleudour of his throne around the
ercction of a Popigh Cathedeal, and glories
in Jaymg **the corner-stone of the unon,”
as ho lumself designates ity—a union by
which, under the scductive pretext of an
expansive charity, it s altempted lo amal-
gamato Hght and darknese, essential truth
and destructive error, the pure worship of
God and groes idolatry. dnd, in his own
persan, tns anornalous union s examphified,
for tho mstrucion and umtation of his
subjects. He worslips in the Protestant
Church in the morning, and i the afiernoon

assists at the celcbraton of hugh mass.

Wore the bearing of the unprecedented
and momentous movement we have been

contemplating circumscribed by the boun-

1 Qaries of Prussia, did it wake no sympathy,

did it elicit no fraternal response in ouy
father-land,—not to say in the very bosom
of the Anglican Church,—it iight then be
treated as an isolated event, with which
we have little or no concern, or even asa
fiction of the 1magmation, which, indeed, 1
resembles much more than it does the ana-
logy of human events.  But df (t be true,—as
19 stated by the London Times, and evidently
believed by the Churchmen of New Yourk,
the great organ of the Republican Yusey-
jtes,—~1f 2t be rue that the King of Prussia,
taking bis own authonty in his own domi.
pions, as the cenute and basms, and the
Gennanic feeling of naticnality as the im-

medinte circle and atmosphere of his

operations, embraces within his design these
more remote influcnces towards which the
moral powersof Prussia and Germany may
be supposed to graviate, and sceks to
comprehend in that federal unity ef creeds

svhich heis bent upon consohdating, THE|

Cuuyncu oF Exctaspon the one hand, and

Titg Cuuken of Roxe hersclf on theother s

—ifitbe true that the principles of this

the exponse of the royal favour, and 1empo-

Jeaus,”” and i ite transmission in vocor
rupted purity and unimpaired complotenceg
to peaterity, to be obsorvant of the ten
dency of the graat public ovents that are
now teanspiring, and to beware, Iest drink.
ing of the wine of the wrath of the fornica.
tion of mysue §3abylon, they be partakers of
hier sins, and receive of her plaguea.

That the reader iay be satisficd that the
concern wo have expressed in the provivus
remarksis no exaggeration of over-sensitive
apprehension, we subjoin the cloring son.
tences of the articlo in the London Times,
to which wo have referred. o will thus
be enabled fo judge for lumself whether we
ment more the character of an interested
alarmist, or that of a faithful watchman on
the walls of Zion :—

“About tho samo time that the king's

views were received thus favourably by the

progress at the Court of Rame. “Through
the instrumentnlity of the same able dipro-
matist who organized the Prusman Evan.

elical Church, and negotiated the esta.

lishtnent of the Jerusalem bishopric, a
sewtlement of the question s digpute be.
tween the king and the Archhishop of
Cologne was obtaited from the Pope, which
conceded the whole question of nuxed war-
riages, superseded the Archinshop from the
practieal exercize of hus functions. and,
fact, Fuvo a coamnplete triumph to ibe Pros.
sian Crown, The king natutally claima
tus as a momenmus victory to lus {avounte

ogne has been a celebration of thiy victory,
as the complotion of that magmificent struc-
ture 15 mntended 19 be a monumentof it. As
in London lus myeasty exemphfied that
principle by gung n state o St Paul’s
%> morning, while he pnvately attended
tho Lutheran chapel in the afternoon, so at
Colpzne he went first to the Protestant
service, and afterwards (to the hvely joy
of arrowded Roman Cawholic Congyrega-
tion) ausisted at hizh mass i the cathedral.
Nor was thus ennduct dictated by temporal
policy, or rehigious mdifference 3 1t eprang
fromn” convictions evidently most deep and
sincere, aud shared at the ume, as the
circumstances would faicly lead vs teanfer,
by the Pope’s representative and the whole
Roaran Catholie population of Cologre ;—
convictions wihich the kg expresved
his feeling and ecloquent speech, when he
gaid ti,nt @ this was the work of the bro-
therly toeling of Gerwans of all dencmina-
tions, of all creeds;” when e declared
his hope that the path under those gates
might aever be troddea by » disturbers of
the peace of confessuns ,” and when he
uttered lus proyer that the great work
might prove *a monumentof the brotherly
feeling between cieeds who fecl that they

Head.” It is not a little remarkable that
the conduct and the Janguage of the king
1n his micrcaurse with the Church of Bng-
land, and the manner in sviich his advances
wore received by our bishops, slould have

Cologie, wherethe Roman Catholic Church
was the rehgious body concerned.

INTOLERANT BicoTay Axp CIRISTIAN
Caarrry—A highly illustrative specimen
of the former of these qualities,~such as
might appropriately enough have been m-
scribed on the walls, and emblazoned by
the nocturnal twinklings, of the Szar-
chamber, but which, for the honour of the

{

rinciple ; aud the late ceremomal at Co-

are one before theur sole, thear Diviney

been so closely paralleled by the eventsat
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a strange and forbidden worehip, wa ran
into that temptation, from which we praw
to %o delivared : “offending in one point,
wo are guilty of all+** we set abad ex.
amplo to othars ; aid, altogether, we have
tot the erutch of an excuwre to lean upen,
whenever we attempt tu justify our attend.
unce at any roligious aescmblage, gathéred
together in tho violation or tho unity of
Chriet’s body, the Church, and presided
over by “tenchers who had no andstolical
or episcapal itaponition of handa,"~ar who,
a« in the caeo with Ramish pricate, have «
valid commiseion, but preach herstical and
anti.ncriptural dactrines, and administer
the tlaly Sacrament in an idolatrous and
mutilated manner.

“If then it be sinful to be prosent even
once at a rchismnatical roliginus asseinbly,
how much more sinful ie it to furnish as.
sistance in wmoney or land to thete, whoe
rend the body of Chrlst, and lin under the
condamnation of Hin holy Chureh?  What
ie thiz but to cunble them to perpetuate
their errors, amd to widen the separation

Inglich prelates, they svere raaking similari from generation to generation ! Wo have

l

already aflirmed—ve affirm aumin~and we
will never, at Gttir ¢ opportanities, ceaso to
affirm,—that for a Churchman to contribule
directly or indirectly, by donations in
nonay, or Jand, or in any other shape what.
snevor to the support of any scet—or
this Province, to the support of any de-
nomination (without a singlo exception)
besides his own——is to et at nought tha
teachings of the Holy Scripture, the testi-
monv of the Primitive Church and early
fathers, the autheritative voice of the
Anglican Church, and the recorded decla-
rations of our wmost illustrivus Martyrs
Bishops and Divines.”

Bravo! To cnforce these maxims and
monitions of a wisdom o0 pure, 60 peace~
alle~some one may probably ask,—what
arguments are adduced?  drguments!?
Simple inquiter, if you wait for satisfuction
of that kind your initiation is a desperate
hope.  Arguments are a species of
articles in which the Editor of the Church
finds it neither profitable nor prudent to
deal. His object is much better attained
in another way. He clothes hunself with
“a little brief authority ;" and dragging
into the field canons, not indecd taken from
any nationa! avssnal—thaoks tothe spirit
aud efiiciency of the British Gorernmant—
but actvally exhumed from among the
butied things of by-gone generations,
arrays them against the cause of Christian
charity. An argument this, at all events,
which conclusively proves what ke would
do were it but n fus power. Though we
can well afford to swile at the impotence of
suclt opposition tc genuine catholicity, wo
roally pity the subjectof the infatuation,
and would take the liberty to suggestto
him, that those who meddle with such
rusty and unlawful instruments of destroc-
tion liave more to apprehend from their
explosion than any others from their dis-
charge. To be serious ; we ave concerned
for the honour of the Auglican Church,
and anxious ta purify its escutcheon from
the foul stain of Papal assumption, and
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undistinguishing oxclusiveness which our

conlemporary seeks to fix upon it. Her
unsitiated epirit, before tho milk of Chrie~
tian kindness had cardled in her breasts,

hes yet some honourable—we might-with-
out adulation say—illastrious living oxam-
ple 1o thug Province. From ovap of these,
at whese fect the Editor of the Church
ought to cauat it .3 priveiege tosit.and

Christian  body whose interests it 18
designed—cert2inly not  calculated—to
subgerve, onght not to bave been exposed
to the Sux of relizious knowledge, in his

antichristian scheme met with disinguished
advocates i England, including the late
Dr. Arnold, and the Regius Professor of
Divinity 1t Oxlord,— 1f, with a view to

who, in teturn, made him their Gler bischof,
or chiof bishop. Tho next step was the
preparationof a Liturgy, which was drawn
up 0 2s to conciliate as much ns possible

the acquicscence of both Lutherans and
Calviniste. The swte of tho Prussian
Clergy penerally was highly favourable to

peutralized by the admixtures of nedlogy,—

With all aach clorical gentlomenydesples:

of couscitnos, if aay cons:lente Wi M thihdinthinince’ of %
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facalitate the attagment of his favourite

doen.itSehevs allowhe’
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object—the coalescence of the Popish and|.
Reformed Churches,~the King of Prussia
tho success of tho measure. Tho spirit of| has entered into negociations with seme of]
the Reformat:on had well nigh ovaporated;|ibe Eoglish Bishops, and cantributed to
and its doctrines, 190, wero corzopted and|the-support of Bishop Alexander at Jerusa.
le, expresaly for the purpose of oblaining
in multitudinous cases, in Jagk, altogether| Bpiscopsl orders for candidates for the
aupersedod by ill-disguised infdelity. itseMilyacred office in the Germaa: Charch, then)
Heilan ihterhat I8
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present elovation—is furmished by ke
Church of the S5thinst.  Here you have

# Churchmen frequently attend Dissent.
sng meeung houses out of curigsity, to see
the difference of worship, or to bear some
popular Dissenting teacher deliver a Sor-,
thon. But there can be no excase for in.
dulging this dangercus curiosity. If it be
wrong to qommunicate with Dissenters a4
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learn, he has received lessons on this very
topic which Troln the hour of their in.
culcation ought 10 have checked hw exterz..
misiating 2eal, and taught him somothing
of “the meekness of wisdow Tho ad-
mirable document te which we refer will
live amaong the memorials of its authey,

4 monumAY\t atwonce’ of his:. enlighlened
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