
rallover Spaitiaitt Portugal, and whicx,
e become identifleti with tîxeir national

arcter.
RSer a reign of tlxirty years of glory, of

ury, gallantry, and reflned pleasures, Ab-
rame dîed, leaving by bis différent wives
ty-five sons, antd forty-one daiigh rers, wvhich
gafamîly kept Spain in constant troubles
dl disputes for sîxty years, daringwhîcx time
e Christians gained strengîli anti both Toledo
i qarogossa had Kings.
The Calîphete ivas ahen filled by Abdarare
e tîtirti; thre Abdarame wlxo ascentict the
rane in 912. His rean wvas rnarked by a
tas of brilliant events unparalleled in the

story of those limes.
He was a warrior andi a stetesmn; a p,)et,
profound politicien, a man of capacious mind,
great energy, and îvaa termned by the Moors
e Prince of trtie believers. He conquered
e Kingys of Leon anti tlîe Counts of Castile,

troyeti the varioxis factions throughout
pain, buili andi equipped a fleet and captureti
tata ta Africa and broughî the kiugdom te
e highest pinnacle of' wealth, enterprise anti

lory. Lt nayble well togivebereabriefoit-
ne of the luxurinus and magnificexît reigan of
bdarame as tending te show the immense
elth and resources of that kingdomn whicx

ould be incredible unless fortifieti by the con-
tîrrent testimeny of such listorians as Ber-
icr, Sir Thomas Roe, 'Marco Paulo, Dîthaltie,
ardonne, Cermenar, Swinburne and others.
The Mussulman religion is the true religion
or luxury, indolence anti eitravagitice; case,
legance anti teste, anti ail kîntis of temporal
tlicities.
The Arabs, orignezLly, were simple and fru-

aI. Abonbe-kre, tîxe fether-ia-law of 1e1ho-
et, only permîtteti himseîf te receive out of

the immense booty captureti fron'. the enemy,
an allowance equal te 2s. 6d. par day, for
hts expenses, and the great Omar, the most
axagnificeat of the kings of Asie, entereti Jeru-
salem, wvhich bce lied conquereti, on a camel,
ladea with a sack of barley end nie, a skia
filed with water anti a vessel te drink from,

:'thus precticaily illustrating the importance of
frugeliay among rulers.

The Meors ia Spain, however, with the
mare exception of ebstainîng from intoxiceting
drinks forgot eatirely the early lessons of bu-
aîility anti prudence they lied recciveti ftom thxe
foLunder of the faith.

Abtiarame, aithough as customary emtc;a.g
.Mussulmen decidîng aIl cases as sole judgc,
comtrsanding lus arm-ies ia person, Euperia-

tending the Academies, making treaties and
alliances w'ith foreigan nations, occupied, we
would suppose, et al] hours, wvas still desperate-
ly andi deeply in love with one of his slaves
and with oNr solcly, which love lie neyer could
conquer duringy bis longy rcign. She wvas a
iloorisli girl of eNquisite beauty andi accom-
plishiments, wvhom Abtiaramne gallantly calleti
Zehra-menning an Arabie, tie flower of tixe
univcrse. As Othello says, site wvas one en-
tire andi perfect chîrysolite.

Within an hour's walk of Cordova, i the
foot of a rangie of mounitains, where tîxe water
gushiet fromn a thousand limpiti streains, and
the air vias pure and balsainie, lie built a city
calleti Zebra, entirely of palaces, with groves
of orange and citron trees, which gave te ir the
appearaiýce of a fair grotte, andi wvs tîxe surî-
mer residence of ail tîxe nobility anti principle
persons of Cordova.

All îte beautie3 of this city, every way more
magnificent than the Escîtrial near Madrid,
were elipseti andi tlîrown int the shade by
the palace erectcd specially for his favorite
slave, by Abtiarame. He sent te Greece for
the most skilful archureets, and gave direction
thut neither money nor lime shoulti prevent
tixe erection of an edifice of incomparable rich-
ness andi beauty. This palace, built in the
iloorish style, witx a court-yard in thecentre,
andi a terrace, was supported by 1200 pillarsof
the mosi heantiful marble, exclusive of 140 of
granite. It was flnîshed throughout in the
most costly manner; but the pavilion for the
favorite slave ivas intendeti te excel everyahing
in oriental magniflcenci thet lîisaory Ixet de-
scribed. It wvas te be lier pavilion for the
evening, anti so arrangeti that the orange
groves could throwý their perfumes throurh the
lettices, while the gnsh of numeroas forintains
murmureti through the stilly nigtht. The walls
of the pavilion wvere covereti with the richest
ornaments in solid golti, x'nd tîxe ceilingr was
studded alternatcly with layers of golti and
polisheti steel, intcrmixcd with preciaus stones.
In the centre of fixe room, which wvas inlaid
with beautiful mosaie, stood afountain or basin
of alebaster, supporteti by crotîching animais,
ivroughit in pure andi solid golti, andi fromn the
cntr of wliich shot up a stream or sheaf e
living quicksilver, andi vhen a hundreti chrys-
tel lustres wvere filled with ligîxîs, the brilliancy
was se, grcat tuait the cye cou: scarccly resi
upon it.

1 ceulti sec nothing of Zehra-no vestige of
the Palace, nor the city, but mouldering ruins
and broken colunins. The rnountains andi ri-

TUE AMARANTU.


