w -

-

2 TolE ODDFELLOWS GAZETTE.

ODDFELLOWSHIP TRIGMPHANT

its Origin and Progress.

QUEBEC T0 THE FRONT—A GRAND
FRATERNAL RALLY.

Eloquent address by Bro. Jas, T.
Johns, of Ottawa.

Thutsday evemng. Januiry 28th, was
& ted-detter event fur members of our
order in the city, when atthe hall, No.
s Place d'Ammes Syeare, wnder ibe aus-
pices and management of Haochelaga Le-
gree ludge and Canton Mount Rouyal
No. 1, Pattiarchs Mili.aat, several hun-
dred brothers and their frends assem
bled, notwithstanding the most :eveie
and unfavorable weather, to listen to
the able and eloquent addiess of Bro.
James ‘L. Johns, of Ouawa,—who was
espeanally invited for the occasion,—and
to the excellent musical programme which
had been so carefully arranged and pre-
vided. A distinction in parnicular was
afforded the accasion by the presence of
Grand Master J. Wilson, Jr., who occu-
picd the chair; Deputy Grand Master
A. Philps, who had the seat of honor; on
the right Bro. George Varey, P.D.D.G.S,,
an Oddfeitow of 10rty-two years standing;
on his left, James D. Allen, Grand Mas-
ter of Manchester Unity of Oddfellows ;
A. M, Featherstone, Dominion Council
Royal ‘Templars; Thomas Liggeu, Grand
Master Workman, A Q. U.\WW,; W. C.
Scott, P.G., Argyle Lodge, Napznee,
Ont, and the speaker of the evening,
Bro. James 1. Johns. The musical por-
tion of the progranune was participated
in by Bros. G. Freeman, W. Grant, G.H.
McLeod and Bro. C. W. Read, and
Messrs.  F. Dribis, Geo. Patks, H.
Upton, H. Hover and the Beil muale
quarlette, composed of Bro. C. W. Read
and Messis. H. Greenough, H. Morton
and Matice,whose vocal and instrumental
contribution was well received. Upon
being introduced Ly the chairman, Bro.
Jas. T. Johns was loudly apylauded.
After thanking the chairman, the com-
mittee of arrangements and the brethren,
upon the honor conferred upon him by
inviting him to come from Qttawa to ad-
deess them upon the principles and ob-
jects, the origin and growth of Oddfel-
Jowship, he spoke in part as follows :

*“The first public notice of an organiza-
tion under the name of Oddfellows was
in England in 1745, and the titles of the
officers of the lodge were taken from the
Order of Gregorianus, which met at St.
Albans in May, 1936. The Manchester
Unity was formed in 1809, and the
natal day of the Independént Qrder of
Odfellows was the 26th day of April,
1819, &t the ¢ Seven Stars,” in the city of
Baltimore, Md., its father and founder
being Bro. Thos. Wildey, who having
left England, where he was a member of

the Manchester Unity, had sought the
United States a« s futre home, ard,
aunny thete, at once commenced his
wotk 1o surround himeelf with a like fia-
terniy to that which he had learned to
love so well on the other side of the
Atantic " Here Bro. Juhns interestingly
described how Bro. Wildey persisienuly
searched for the necesrary e to ins i
tte a ludge, how ke met Bro. Juhn
Walsh, and how tho:e wwe adveru:ed,
wortked and waiied patiemly at the
* Seven Stars” for the necessary long-
sought brothers, and weie rewuded by
the appearance «f Brothers Richaid
Rushworth, John Dwican and John
Cheatham, when, in the highest glee
their hearts could possess, they instituted
Washington ludge. He then traced the
prog ess of the oider, showing that in
Yeptember, 1821, Washivgwn ludge had
twenty-one members ; and, in addition,
Franklin ludge, Bahimore, Massachusetts
lodge, Boston, and others had aliecady
Leen started, the Grand lodge formed,
and in 1823 Grand ludges in New Yok,
Massachusetts, etc,started  The estab-
lishment of 1he Grand lodge of the
United States, now the Soverciga Giand
J.cdge, was instituted on September 251h,
18235, with Dro. Thos, Wildey as Giand
Stie, and the precuring of the inde-
pendent charter from the Marchester
Unity in 1826. and the pre ent state of
the oider, showed a toal subordinate
membership of 1,000,000, wWih 11,222
lodges, an encampment membership of
133,857, with 2,651 encamjments, 233,
493 Rcbekahs with 4,117 ledges, 491
cantons, with 15.428 chevaliers, real
estale to the value of $106.445.098 66,
hemes for the widows and orphans und
infirm Oddfellows, 26 in 17 jurisdictions,
at a value of $818,000 and 3.913 acres ;
members relieved, 1,992,280 ; widowed
families relieved, 221.734 ; total relief,
$71,288,702 ¢35 from 1830 to 1895 ; relicf
in 1895, $3,333.923.74 ; members  de-
cecased from 1830 to 1895, 193.730.
Membership in Canada, 33,000. Mem-
barship in Quebec in 1886, 13 lcdges, 773
members ; membership on August, 1896,
subuidinaie ludges 29, members 2,391,
Rebekah ledges 10, members 611, en-
campments 5, members 1356; relief during
the year, $3,038 61; widowed families re-
lieved $1,212 74 ; orphans cducated,
$12250; brothers' wives buried, $z210,
while the total of the Ontario encamp-
ment membership is 3,499. The cloquent
brother then described the origin of
Oddfellowship,which he said onginated ia
the human hearnt, came from human af-
feetion, and was encouraged by human
love, and was combined and established
in a reign of selfishness, when all classes
werc separated and the need of
Lrotherly companionship was sorely
wanted. Its objects were social ard
benevolent, and it stands as the cham-
pion for mutual rclief and protection,
loyalty to the flag of your country, to
honor, morality, temperance, law,
charity, purity ; to care for the sick, bury
the dead, protect the widow, feed and
clothe ard educate the orphan, to cul-
tivate social graces and encourage true

manhocd, to make men beuer cuizens,
better Cistans, beuter husbands, beuer
biothers.  Becuming grardiloquent, the
talented sp:caker said ; *You cannot be
an Oddfellow in spint and in truth un-
less you ate grateful 10 jour Cieator,
fai hful to jour country, and fraternal
men ;” acd in a convincing, fascinating
and clear manner referred 1o the several
degiees  ‘The initiatory degice gave an
impressive representation ol 3he story of
life and deah. 11 showed that {iend-
+hip caunot eaist without affection and
symypathy, that it leads w0 brotherly
luve, ard must be indelibly stamped with
truth. A b.eak in any ore of the links
bicaks the chain, love was representa-
tive of Gued. Ged is love.  Ged loves
us Itmeans o fill our brothery' lives
with sunshine, to purify and beautify their
lives by our own example. ‘T'ruth wasa
cardinal virtue, a principle only too often
violated, but wkieh, being left out, oblit-
erates fiiendship and love and breaks
the entire chain, as one can neither be 2
fiiend or have love and be uatruthful.
‘I'he spcaker pleaded for the inseparable
adherence  to that cardinal principle
which, when held fiumly to, brings inits
train ar d holds fast friendship and love.
‘The speaker, after illustrating the value of
Oddfellowship in a fo:eign land, touched
upon the Patriarchal or Encampment
Lranch of our order, which he desig-
naied as the * crowning glory of Odd-
fellowship,” which contained degices than
which there were none more beautitul
or impressive. ‘They teach hospitality as
it was excrcised by the Patriarchs of
oid; toleration, which teils you to be
firm and honest, yet to permit others to
think and aet for themselves, by which
cotduct we induce all to live as brothers,
to make love sway the hearts of all;
courage and patience, possessing which
one reaches safely and reposes in his re-
ward afier the turmoil of life is over,
He pleaded to have this branch of our
order reccive more attention in the fu-
ture than it has in the past, to haveit
right after night mentioned in the snbor-
dinate lodges, in the degree lodge, subor-
dinate lodges to invite encampment
members to deliver addresses, acd at all
times to have the candidaie to consent to
take the further degrees afier he has re-
ceived the degree of truth. He urged
united action on behalt ¢f the Patriarch
Miditant.  The degree is based upon
the principle of umiversal justice, and
was adopted to secure membership, in-
spire interest and to add to the financial
operations of the order. Itis an essen-
tial poriion of our order, and the more
attention you attract 10 the order and
the stronger this branch becomes, the
more powerful will our order become.
Its usefulness has many features. It
does escort duty when required ; it
secures young blood in the order; it
gives to its members elegance of carri-
age, grace of movement, dignity of bear-
ing, and culiivates honorable and chival-
rous conduct. There is nothing so im-
posing as the cantonment on parade with
the nich trappings of purple and gold
glistening in the sunlight, lendirg pomp



