
11I2 GLORVY BE 'lO TU1E MOST PRECIOUS 13LOOD!

between labor and prayer wliicli niitigated its rudeness
and sanctified it. According to an ancient customi stili
observcd among the Arabs and over the greater part of
Ilhe East, Josephi worked at bis trade in a building at a
shiort distance fromi bis biouse. This wvas the sanie sbop
ini wliieb Our Lord -aftcrwards wvorked in conipany withi
H lis foster fathier. Outside the door ivas a stone bencbi on

~'Ill te tired passer 1w igbrlt rest, sbieltered froni tlle
scorcingt' heat of the suni bv a palmi leaf miatting. Tliere
UIl laborious w~orknan made ploigbis, vokes and rustic
cars. Soîiietinies lie constrLicted the cabins of Ille valley,
and at tinies blis ami, stili sinewy and robust, liewed dlown
tlle lofiv' svcamlore and lle black turpentine tree of XMount
Ca-ýrniel. 1-lis p;ix for stieli hecavy toil w:is vers' scant, andi
e'*ei thlat lie sbiared witlî tlle needy.

On bier side. Mlary livedi as Ille bumiblest of Nvoinen.
At lier niarriage sbie biad clothied bierself vitlb poverty as
xvitbi a grariment bestowed on bier 1w Godl. Sbie becaiîne
wvliat sbce ouglbt to be iii Ille obscure condition to wich
Providence liad redi-.ced betr. 'l'le : aV anld delicate worl;
tif elegant life was laid aside an(. wvas replaceci 1w UIl
coarse and becavy \work of a poor lîouseliold tbe mistress
oif w1bicbi canl emlplov nieitlier slave.s niom servants. 1ler
biands, b itlierto accustomied to contact w~itli su kzen tissues,
now plaited witli date leave!s or meeds froni Ilbc b)aniks of
tbe Jordan, the mat wbicbi covered Ilbe eamtbcen floor tif
lier poc.r cottage. Sbie spun tlle co;trý-est flax anid turticd
tbe litme lband ilil wiel tvrould tlle \vleat and barlev
froni wvbicbi slie iladle Ille hread uscd as Ilbe food tif lier
clas:s.

Like the sbiepbierdess of old, Ilbe wvives of the earlv
patriarcbis, Mari' covered bierseif wviti bier veil and ment
to zarrv water foàr bier famlily froni Ille adljacent founltaiil,
rctuiring with bier pitcher poised on lier liead. 'l'lie
wonier of tdie East still observe Uhc customis extant iii
Marv's tinie, and nianv tif themi, in carniage and featuire,
resemible tic descriptions anîd portraits of the Blesseti
\"irgin w'bicbi have comie clown to us.

Our Lord Jesus Christ witnessing the toilsomie lifé oif
I-is Blessed MN-other doubtlcss alludced to it in thc patrablles
of the New Testamient. H-e speaks of a careful bousewife

niin leaven in dimce measures (if mleal, .wen zlie


