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over, the most beneficinl pracucal wisdom;
hiow 1o preserve health 5 how to acquire riches;
how to rise in honour aud cousideration § how
to obtain the tavour of God, both here and
hereafter,  In all these instances the press ad-
dresses itself’ directly to the ntetlect, and
through tto the moral sentiments ; stmulating
and urging the latter into acuon.  "T'here 18 no
assignable hmit to the powers of the press in
exciting these tugulties,

T'he social world agam is so arranged, that
whenever we proceed 1o earry irto pracuce the
principles and knowledge wineh we have ne-
gurred under the gidance of our higher facul-
ties, enjoyment to ourselves and others is the
natnrad result. . There is, firsty the direct in-
tellectual pleasure of acqurtng knowledge and
practising wisdom, which s great 5 there s,
farther, the attamment of posiive advamage
aristng natnrally out of the hae of conduet
which the sentiments inpel us to adopt.

T'he power of the press, therefore, in the
hands of men who comprehiend the constitution
of the mnd and  of unture, and have talents
and attainments adequate to give efiect to thewr
perceptions, s yeally boundless and inexhaust-
ible for produciug good.

Let us now advertto the powers of the press
to gratify the inferior appetites and pussions,
on which its noxious influcnce must essentinlly
depend.  The sensual appetstes, unless com-
bined in the individual with considerable intel-
lect and imagination, which is rarely the casc,
are not capable of deniving gratification from
u heentious press. The debauchee, without
mteilect and faney, cares nothing for Anncre-
on’s Songs or Sappho’s Odes:  1le must ob-
tain the real objects to which his propensites
puint, before  lie can appease the vulture-
craving of bis furious passions.  This strihes
out a vast ymititude of the worst characters
froma the list of patrons of an itumoral press ;
and leaves only that fraction of blackguardism
which possesses talent and has received some
degree of cultivation, us its grest supporters
The indiiduals composing thys class belons
chiefly wo the atistoeracy and midate rauks, to
whom the stamp duties on newspapers is not
ama'erial item of expense. The rude and
uticultivated  blackguards of the lower ranks
will continue to spend  their money on gin,
and on vice v her other forms, ua.tcmfncd
even by the cheap and ample page of printed
grossuess; beeause the Later 1s an nusuhstan-
tial form, and a craving appatite demands «
solid snbstance for its graufication.

When we address an extensive ninss of un-
cultivated men through the medium of the
press we kindle up the dormant energies of
cach mind, not fortitously, but aceording to
us individual vature.  In this respeetthe press
will operate fike a magnet, drawmg to itsclt
only related ohjects. ‘The moral press will
call into mental existence that portion of the
peaple in whom the moral and itellectuzl fa-
culties predominate ; while the immoral press
will add new vigor to the section which com-

bues strong sensual desires with considerable !
intellect and fancy. ‘The intellectually dull!
will contimue in their old heaten track, 2:!!)0-’
rously honest and amiable 5 or geossly sensual 5!
accordmg to the ascendency «f the one or other
class of (eelings in ther nnimnal constitutions

We have the cvidence of experience, that
out of the mass already enluvated and brought
within the sphere of the press, the vast major-
ity prefer mornl and intellectual publications.
Every one of our periedicals that hoasts of a
very enteusive circulation is essentinlly moral.
Any one of the following publicatons—the
Penny Magazine, with its circulauon of 100,000
—Cliambers’s Jonrnal, with its circulation of
60,000 ; and the Christinn Herald, of & mouth's
standing, with its circulation of 80,000—out-
numbers the whole tmmoral pubhications of the

day taken together.  If the press shall in fu-
ture operate us it has done in times past, we
may expect that the proportion of 1mmornl
readers will never be greater than it now 1s;
and ceven with this result in view, wo should
hail the extension of cheap pubbeations as
fravght with the greatest blessings to the na-
tion.

‘The power of the press to enll forth and cul-
tivate the wlerior (eelings of wankind is ex-
tremely linmted 5 and in consequience of the or-
der of natave bemyg constiinted to favour vir-
tue, discoveries tn urts and science are meapa-
ble of bemng applied to any great extent in
producing evi}  No physsulogical discovery,
for example has yet been made that will ennble
aman to camnut drankennesgs and gluttony
without derangiog his stomach and by, No
mventionn art, nor discovery in saience, logie,
or pehgion, has ever succeeded m enablhing
mghwaymen to rob with safety and honour, or
thiseves to swindle with pubhic approbation. On
thecoutrary, every new trath brovght to light
i physiology, coables usto ward ofi’ some dis-
easze, or more cliectnally 1o recover n patient
when aftbeted ; and every discovery m art und
seiencs tends mdefinitely to increase the means
of virtuons enjoyment  How much has the
mvention of steam aided the gher principles
of the mind, in providing cheap clothing, aud
numerous articles of domestic comfost for the
people !

In point of fact, art, science, and literature,
when cubsted in the cunse of vice, necessanly
tend to dimuush or refine it. ‘I'hey connot
operae onit at all except through the intel-
lect; and when the wtelleet s fainly  stimn-
tated, the objects that sabeit v on the sude of
virtue are so pmnctons and wtesesting, that
the chances are 1n favonr of they tirnmz 1t o
some extent away from the service of the an-
tazauist powers,  The atmost that the  press
can do for the sensualist, 1~ to treat his unago-
ation with vivd pretures of the sins he loves to
mdalge o but the love of the sn bonaog inhe-
rent i oy, andependently of lys Hagination,
he wonld grosddv indulee it 11 there was no
press, wastead of enjnving at i reverie and ab-
sirnenion. ‘Fhe press mny teach aman to in-
dubue his appeutes with Jess suffering to - hime
selfy, but it can acenmplishthis only by wstruets
ing him in o more ryfind mede of imdujeenee
and this is a peswve improvement in s con-
dition,

It may be supposed, however, that cheap
literature will cherish ¢ sedition and  blasphe-
my.? Inthe charch and tory sipmification of
these terms, it will certainly do so: By en-
lightening the intelleet and vousing the moral
feeltge, it will render mien astolerant of every
wrong, and orgent for reform of abuses both
in church and state. Bat it will do so, only
hecnuse corruption in government, and friud
and superstiton i relygion, are offensive to
the best principles of our nature in thesr nost
improved condiion.  If the condnctors of the
presswill onty try cither directly or indirectly
to inculcate the doctrine of umversal spolia-
ton of the nch by the poor, or the extinction
ofreligion, or its perversion to the service of
crime, they will meeta signal want of success.
Fheir publications will perish in a brief space,
and for this sunple but sufiicient reason; such
doctrines are repugnant 1o the nnural pereep-
tuons of all well-copstitated munds, and of such
winds the immense majority of the reading
public is composed.

We are aware that there are numerous in-
dividuals who are not destitute of talent, whose
heads are full of jmpracueable schemes for
benefiing the untion, and who expect to re-
cruit their ranks by the sid of a cheap press:
But all such persons hold out public advanisge
as their object, aud they are in zeneral labour-
ing ouly under errors in judgmwent, The remie-

dy for their aberation 1sa wider diffusion of
sound informaton tosching the real pruciples
which govern the production of happiness, nnd
chenp liternture may aid 1o sccomphishing this
object. 1o short, the more nurvowly this sub-
jectis consudered, the less rensun there appears
to fear evil consequences from mstructing tho
purople.

The Ultra Radical party consider themsclves
as virtundfy shat out from the press vt present.
When they obtam journals ot therr own in all
purts of the country, we hive no doubt that
the first runnings of ther mental activity will
be somewhat hot and iter, more deeply 1m-
preguated with passion than judgement; bue
thongh men ke stupulants vecasionally, they
cunnot line upon them,  "Fhe polled appetite
culls for soberer fuod, and the 1eason must be
addressed by those woters who which to pous-
sesg permanent influence,  T'here are blucks
guards enough i Britam to suppart o few
Jrurnals at present wlicl. subsist on ohscenity,
slander, and inmorality i other forms ;3 and
there will bea few more of such journals when
the prive s lowered one-half, bhut we see ne
reason for thiking that the bad will be
greater proportion to the good than they are
at the present moment.

MISERY OF 'L JTRUIS.

{(From ‘¢ Letters on England” just published
in Berhin, by the celebrated German historian
Von Rmnmer, and transkued by Mrs Ausun,
s visit to Britan took place mthe spring of
1835.)

My mind is filled with one thoueht, [ can en-
tertmin no other—it s that of the mexpressible
wretehedness of so many thonsamds,  In Bag-
land 1 Jooked in vain for nmsery, and all the
complamts I heard seemed 1o be parual and
exaggerated; here, no woirds canexpress the
frigiv(ul Guth wheh everywhere meets the eye,
To form an wden of it, you must see these hoys-
es—not houes but buts——not huts but hovels,
maostly without windows or apertures ; the same
entrance, the same nnrow space for men and
hogs—the latter Inely, sleek, aud well fed;
the former covered with rags, or rather hung
| wath fragments of rags in a manner which it s
vimpossble to conceve,  If Lexcept the respec-
table people in the touwns, 1 did not see upon
thousands of Insh a whole conat, a whole shi,
a whole clonk; but all 1 tatfers, and tatters
such as are no where clse ta e seen.

The roms of anctent castles were pointed out
tome s buthow could 1 tuke anv plessute n
them, winle the derolate runed huts sorcound-
ed e, and testified the distress of the present
tmes more loudly than the others diud the gran-
deur of the past 2 Butihen the lmds were of
the sawe race, of the same language 5 they were
on the spot, end the people certamly not so
wretched, as since the confiscations of the Eg-
alish conquerars,  Other huts were half fallen
down, but the acenpants erept into the remain-
g half, which was not larger thon a coffin for
the wietched fam:ly.

When 1 recalieet the well-fed rogues and
thieves in tte Englsh prisons, I adnure, not.
withstandmg the very natural mnerease of Irigh
crinnnaly, the power ol morality : I wonder thae
the whole nutivn docs not go over and steal,
order to enjoy a new and happrer existence.
And then the English boast of the good tyeat.
ment of their covntrymen, whide the wnorent
Tash are obliged 10 hve worse than their caitle,
In pathament they talk for yvears together, whe-
ther 1t 1s necessury and  beeotung to leavs
100.000 dollars annually (L£15,000) m the
hoands of the pastors of 526 Protestants, oy
10,759 daollurs to the pastors of three Protest-
ants ; while there aore thouvsands hero who
scarcely know they have a soul, and know no-
thing of their body, except that it suffers liva-
ger, thirst, and cold.




