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hoids regular Sabbath evening services. In
sonie cases a leisure heur on Sabbath, in
others, the tîme of family worship, is utiiized
for tlie instruction.

Difficuities, of course, have to be met and
overcome. One is te get people te under-
standiç the soheme; another te get theni t
take hioid of it heartily ; and a third te get
fuit rct.urns, se that the Superintendent may
know what is being donc. Explanations
frein the pulpit, at the weekly prayer-imeet-
ing, and by a special address on Ghi]dren's
Day have been utilized te give information,
as weil as private explanations by visitors
and eiders. The other twe hindrances -%ill
doubtiess be gradualiy remeved.

It is clearly understood that the Home
Pepartment is net a sehemle te raise money,
11houghl it is desirabie that the trifle neccssary
to pay expýenses, ten te fifteen cents per
annum per farnily, should be coilected in the
enlvelopes, any balance going into the mis-
sion funds of the Bible Sehool. Neither is it
a suggestion that members and others de net,
read or study the Seriptures, but it is a sug-
gestion thiat they sheuld do se for at least
liaif anl heur a week along the Une of the,
International Lessons, and de se, where pos-
sible, as familles.

T1he growing ignorance of the younger gen-
eration cencerning the contents of the Bible

ianappaliing faet, and the Sabbathi Sehool
ausually eonducted is quite incompetent te,

deal w'ith it. Those interested in the religi-
eus weiefaqre ef the young (and of the eider
peopie, as 'weli,) cainnot afford te ignore any
ineans which promises to make the Book
more familiar. The Home Department net
only promiises te do this, but aise te react
favora bly on churcli work generally, help-
ig the Sabbath Sehool, the chureh. services,
the pastor, the eiders, and every member of
the homne-father, mother, ehi]dren.

These few lines are written at the editor's
request with the fervent desire that they may
give, at list some impulse or guidance te the
tz-king up of this promising mens of fur-
t.hering the ICiigdon -within the great sphere
of infliuenc(, of our own Chureh. There is a
wide and fresli field here.

Gaît, Ont.

A Straight Talk

By Rev. JIas. Rober1Men, D. D., Superintendent
of Jlrisn8.

The Editor asks me te, give "~a straighit
talk about home missions in Xyesterii
Canada te bey and girl readers of LIEý HfoxM

STUDY QUARTE RLY from My o Wn 'V!eW peint.."
" But what and -where is Western Clanadu?"

Look at a map of Canada, and yen wvill se
that Lakte Superior humps itself up, and
Hudson's Bay sends a long tongue down,
making Canada look like a large dumb-beii.
The large end te the west is Western Canada.

The Canadian Pacifie P-ailway crosses tue
country f rom Lakte Superier te the Pacifie.
Take a train at Port Arthur, and the first
400 miles wvill be through a rougli, rocky
country, covered with tituber and f uit of
laItes. The next 1,000 miles over prairie,
then 400 mere through, the Rocky Mouni-
tains. This will take three days and a haîf;
and yen will need te put yeur watch. back
three tumes, and an hour eaeh tiue, for Nvhen
it is 12 o'ciock et Port Arthur it is only Il
at Winnipeg, 10 at Regina, and 9 at Vani-
couver. Before yen reaoh the -Yukon yen
mnust travel 1,500 miles more froin Van-
couver.

This wide country is rich ini farming and
pasture lands, in timber and ceai, gold and
silver, cepper, lead and iron. lb eau hold
and support ln comfort five bimes as many
people as are in ail Canada, now.

It is oniy 80 years since settlers begacn te
go in; in 1871 Winnipeg had only 241
people, now about 50,000. Vancouver began
te be buiit 15 years ago. Now there are
about 25,000 people there. Before 1870 only
Indians, hialf-breeds, and fur teaders were in
the West. Where fanms and villages and
tewns are neov large herds of buffalo roamed.
These Indians and half-breeds hanted on
herseback. Buffale meat made geeti food ;
the sis with the hain on wene dressed and
used fer ciothiing and bedd.ing ; tbhe bides
tiade, moccasins, hannetss, tents; the sinews
thrend. The fiesh dried, peunded, mixed
with melted taliew and packed i skin bags,
they caiied pemnican. Stra ngers predprre.d. to
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