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partakng nf a liglt breakfast he left the
hotel and went to a store, whcre lie bought
a revolver and- box of cartridges. lie re-
tuincd to his mon in the hotel, and a few
minutes afterwards a shot was lcard. The
proprietor, on entenng liarding's room,
fround him dead, the bullet having entered
the region of the beart. Next day the cor
oner's jury return'ed a %erd.ct of ac.cdcntal

$ death. ilarding had been a saleuman in
Mlorgan's for the past live ycars, but on
larch ist he entered the service of the

Laing Mlanufacturing Co. as travcler, and
became a member of the Doininion Travel-
ers' Association. Ilis accident polhcy was
made out in favor of his narried sister, who
resides in Point St. Charles. lie vas thirty-
four years of age, unmarried, and was born
n Kemptville, Ont. Ile was stcady in his

habits, of sanguine disposition, and highly
thought of by ail who knew him. A year
ago he underwent an operation for internai
turnour, and this, it is thought, preyed on his
mind somewhat. Those wh.to knew him say
lie was the last person on earth to be sus-
pected of cominitting suicide.

LOST TiIEIR SANIPLES.
Early in the morning of Tuesday, April

7th, fire broke out in the Grand Central
lotel, Listowel, Ont. Several commercial

travelers were stopping at the hotel and had
narrow escapes from being suffocated by the
smoke. Many of them lost their sanpiles
and personal effects, among then being the
iollowing fron Toronto : George Ellis, of P.
W. Ellîs & Co., who lost $300 worth of
clothes and samples ; James Woods, of
llenry Smnith & Co., his gold watch and
money equal to 5:0 ; James Swift, of Copp,
Clark & Co., samples of books; George
Veston, of the Barber, Elbs Co., Sloo gold

wvatch, $i5odiamond pin and $i5o uncash.
SEROUSLY INJURED.

Mr. John Crofton. city traveler for John
Macdonald & Co., Toronto, met with a seri-
ous accident on April 9th. While riding on
a bicycle on bis way to the warehouse he was
thrown to the ground, his head striking
against the curbstonc. lis neck was badly
cut and his skull split.

TIIE LATEST.
The Knights of the Road have been mysti-

fyingr each other by propounding the follow-
ing probleim: Suppose youî sell goods to a
firm with a discount of 25, io, and 5 per
cent. and to another firm with a discount of
5, io, and z5 per cent. which gets the better
terns ?

ViCTORIA COIMMERCiAL TR.VE.ER TAX
REDUCED.

The Commercial Travellers' Association of
Canada bas succeeded in obtaining the fol-
lowing concession from the corporation of
Victoria, B.C.: The full amount ai the license
tax, So, which is now levied on commercial
travellers, will be col!cctecd as prescribed by
law, but a rebate of $4o will be allowed bona
fide commercial travelers who pay said
license, niaking the net license fee $îo. This
latter aiount the said corporation have col-
lected for years past, not.merely froim travel-
ers representing foreign houses or Canadian
houses outside of Victor.a, but fron local
travelers as well. The $5o tax, until it was
thus reduccd to So again, was also coilected
from local travelcs. The remission is se
cured not only to the meir.ber:s of the Com-
mercia! Travelers' Association of Canada,
but ta aIl genuine travelers.

MR. HECTOR MORRISON.

Mr. Ilector Morrison is ioe of the old-
dest, most popular, and respected c minier-
cial travelers ail the road. For a quarter
of a century lie lias been guiding the (air
sex in the selection ai fashinable goods on
the route of the Great Western Railway. Na
traveler imeets with a more cordial welcoie,
troubles customlers less Im solmctmng orders.
yet receives larger orders thr1 the subject of
our bnief sketch who is a regular old war
horse in the millhnery fne. For the past ten
years lie lias becn reprcscnting the popular
house of 1). AlcCall & Co. About five years
aga Mr. ilorrison met wIth, what neaîly
provcd a fatal accident in the warehlouse
clevator un one of the openimg days, which
laid iiun up for six months in the hospital.
Srce then he gots about \Vith a Ihmp, snie
of the boncs in lis foot havng becn broken.
lIe is leld in high esteeni by ail his fellow

travelers, who have honored him by plac-
ing him on the Board of Directors of the as-
sociation. Notwithstanding that le has been
on the road continuously for such a long
period, be lias never been in a railway ac-
cident. As a strong upholder of temperance
principles, Nlr. Morrison lias no equal. liy
exaiple and voice he condenns in no un-
certain sound the practice of treating. lie
never treats and is never asked and yet lie
does the business. As a euchre player lie lias
no riv-i on the road.

COMMERCIAL. TRAVELER.

So many things have been written about
the Commercial Traveler, some truc to hife,
some unreal and impossible af occurrence,
and some tinted with ail the varied shades
of the prismatic brain of the penny-a.liners,
that the really true knîglht of the road feels
his sou shrinking at the bare idea of reading
an article headed by the subject of his ao-
cation.

Those who have read the works of that
great and wondeful genius, llalzac, woiuse
scalpel laid bare the deepest and most re
pulsive wounds of the social world, higla and

low, and whose writings display such a pro.
round knîowIcldge ti the humani licart and an
extraordinary range of kioniedge, and who
painted !ife far decper aud more truc to
nature than ecin George Sand or Rousscau,
will pleasanty recall the scene froin lus
" l'ro% inLia.ifl," and sec in the " illustrious
Gaudissart " such a picture of a commercial
traveler of his da) as to makc one marvei at
the writcr's crudition and pisc5cience. lin
ordcr to give those of our readers who have
not reat the works of the great Frencli
novelist a glance at the commercial travelcr
as lortraycd b> himls, n e thmiik it pardonable
to reprint such i lis opmnions as can be
clipped fron the story and still prove inter-
estng, instructive and reflective rcading, aid
wc feel sure our readers will admit that
Balzac's description, thouglh written over
fifty yearsago wien the commercial traveler,
as an indispensable part and parcel of the
commercial world, was sti an infant, thouglh
happily out of lis long cloties, shows a won-
derfii pre.knowledge of lis subject, and mîost
of his observations are applicable to the
Travelerof our day. In rcading "The lilus-
trious Gatidissart" one fecs as if ihalzac
were still in the fleslh and a regular reporter
on ane of our progressive dalies, so faituiiar
is bis picture to tus.

Watving any further remîarks on this sub.
ject on our part, for time and space would be
madequate to exhaust it were ve înlmied to
enter upon the task of adding to the litera-
%ure of tht " oad." Let us sec what B1alzac
writes :

"The Commercial Traveler, a personage
unknown ta antiquit>, is une of the strikmng
figures created by the manners and customs
of our present epîoci."

laow faniliar and coimonplace- this
sounds to us, as if clhpped froim% last evening's
r per.

"The Commercial Traveler : is lhe not to
the reain Of ideas what Our stage-coaches
are to men and things ? île is their vehicle,
lie sets them going, carries tlcn along, rubs
them up witli one another. lic takes from
a luminous centre a handIfai of ight, and
scatters it broadcast among the drowsy popî
lations of the duler regions. This humian
pyrotechnic is a scholar without learning, a
jugglcr hoaxed by himiiself, an uilehceving
prîest of mysterics and dogn.as, whici hie
A<pouînds ail the better for lits want of faith.
Curious being. lie has scen everything,
known everything, and is up in aIl the ways
of the world."

ilow true this is of saioe of the newings
wlia start out wIth a head full of knowledge
and :deas, ani come in at the end of the trip
with a dcarti of orders and much smaller
opinion of hinself and lis abilities and a far
greater respect far the knan ledge of " old
Smith "up North.

" jester and jolly fellow, he keeps an good
terms with ail lioitic.l opminons, and as patri-
otîc to the botton of his sout. A capital
miunic, lue knows how to put on, turn and


