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christian devotedness rarely cqualled.

6ihi. That while our humble and dovout
thankegivings are jusily due to the Author
of all good for thus and smlar stances of
his favor ; your commuttee, nevertheless,
feel that we must not stand sull, nor suller
oursclves to rest satisfied for the future
merely with the measure of liberahty and
success which may have disinguished the
past, if wo would worllnly perform our
vart towards enabiing the church to extend
lor numstrations 30 03 to keep pace with
the growing wants of the population. We

must practically evince the reality of the
interest we take in the accomplishment of
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her present state of efficiency is £18,643
per annum, thus leaving = deficiency of
£6,399 per annum. This deficiency mugt
be made good or the church’s cllicicney
hiecome wost fatally impmired.  That the
laity of this Diocese will at once apppre-
ciate the difficulty of the church’s position
and cheerfully respond to the appeal for
contribulions to a sustentaiion fund which
our venerable diocesan will shortly make,
your eommutee will not allow themselves
for n moment to doubt.  They are strongly
of opinion, that if the clergy, by the sacn-
fice of their own temporary nterests to
the permanent weltare of the church,
have sccured her a permanent endow-

this truly Chinstan object, by beneficence | inent of over £12,000 per annum; the
somewhat in correspondence with the im- | laity, when aware of the fact, will not
portance of the cvjects we have 1n view ;) hesitate a moment in undertaking to con-
and our debt of grattude to a gracious| tnbwe £6,000 per annum, or one hall the
Providence for the unexampled prosperity ' previous amount, to secure for themselves
that has of late marked the progress of the regular administration of rehgious ord.
our country 1n all its material interests of, nances, and when it is considered that an
we would have the consolation of repeat-, amount much larger than the sum required
ing that we “ have done what we could.” to supply the exisung deficiency unght

There are 1 the present circumstances - be cantrbuted for the relief of the Chureh
of our country miany thmgs well calcu- without trenching 1o the amount of a single
lated 10 awake gratitude and call for the farthing, upon the present resources of
display of an enlarged spint of chnstian, indwiduals, the plea of inability to con-
benevolence.  Wiilo our fellow subjects | trnibute, so often advanced 1s at once invali-
in the Brtish Isles are involved in the dated. That suchis really the case may
vast exprnse and unspeakable honours of, be demonstrated 1 few words: all are
a hloody and desolatng war, the people of | aware that the secularization act expressly
this favored province have enjoyed unine i provides that the great bulk of the Clergy
terrupted  peace,—no hostile force has: Reserve Fund 13 to be paid over to the
threatened their borders—they have tilled  county councils for mumeipal purposcs,
thew fields in peace and reaped unmense | consequently the remission of taxation in
pecuniary advantage from a vast pecuniary | cach municipality will be in propertion to

outlay without themselves ncurning ad-
ditional burthens. For such signal bles-
sings, no onc surely, at all imbued with
the sincere spint of gratitude, can be
unthanklul; or refuse to mark his sense
of obligation, by making switable offerings |
to the cause of God and lns Church, out of
the abundance wherewith he has thus
been blessed.

For the mamfestation and exercise of
this commendable spint of grattude and
liberality, there is witlun this Diocese, at
the present moment, the most urgent need,
not only to supply the rehgious wants of a
growing population,as before remarked ; but
also to nutigate the injury inflicted on the
church by the recent act of spoliation.

After the passage of that act it was
open to the clergy, either to demand the
jpayment of their guaranteed stipends in
{ull during their hives or incumbences, or
to commute their hfe interests for a cap-
tal sum. They resvlved upon the latter
course, and thus a fund has been sccured
which will, it is estunated, produce in
colonial investments, au annual interest of
£12,244 cy. But the actual amount re-

quired to maintain the Church, even in

the amount recewved from that fund, if
affairs are properly managed ; and conse-
quently a sum cqual in amount to the
reduction of taxation can be contributed
b, the laity without imposing upon them-
sclves any fresh burthens; or, should the
fund be applied to carrying out new enter.
prises, rather than a reduction of taxation,
then a proportionate enhancement of the
value of property must be the result; so
that in either case the truth of our asser-
tion is most apparent, viz: that the ex-
penditure of the clergy reserves fund within
the municipalines for local improvements
or the reduction of taxation, renders it
possible for the laity to contribute to the
relief of the church a much larger amount
than has been named, swithout thereby
burthening their resources to a greater
extent than at present.

“Thosz wha haveall along professed to re-
gard the alienation of the clergy reserves
from the sacred purposes to which they were
devoted as a sacrilegious act of spohation,
your committce doubt not will hasten to
prove the sincerity of their professions, by
voluntarily contributingin aid of the church,
so cruelly despoiled, an amount equal at

least to the benefit they will thus ecither
tircctly or indirecily derive from the ap-
propriation of the chiurch’s property to sccu-
lar purposes.

Better is it to respond to the just claims
of the church now than hereafter at the
close of hfe restore the thirty piccesaf si‘ver
with the agonizing remorse of Judas,
However tempting to the covetous heart
may be the prospect of incieased gain,
bo it remembered that Achan’s curse
will attend it, Upon serious reflection,
who is there that can resolve w reservo
this hitter portion for his last moment,
A just sense of our acconmability and
unwoythiness at the best will surely cloud
the fast mortal struggle with enough of
bitterness and distress without the deliber-
ato addition 1o its pangs of rememberance
of wiliul and repeated acts of sacrilege,
As reavonable and christan men we il
not, we cannol deliberately incur vo great
a responsibily.  You are not required to
do svte great thing,—to make some great
and unheard of sacrifices disproportioned
to your means, but simply to refund for
rehgious purposes from your increased
wealth a portion equal to the benefit you
will derive from the appropriation of the
churceh’s inheritance to your usc.

And happily i this sad conjuncture of
her affairs the church has not been found
destitute of an organization which renders
her legally capable of gathering in and
wmanaging the united offerings of her mem-
bers., The Diocesan Church Society, of
which we form a branch, has been invested
by the legislature wwith certain powers
which enable it to discharge this duty with
effect; while 1ts numerous and multiply-
ing ramifications through every part of the
Diocese render it a most fitting agent for
the purpose.

It 1s an iustitution, morecover, that in
other respects can scarcely fail to concili-
ate the regard and affection of every
right-minded christian. Performing all the
functions of a Eible Society, a religious
book and tract society, a church building
and Church Endowment Society and a
Missionary Society, it furnishes a system
of unlimited expansion and if faithfully
sustained and strengthened by tive zeal and
substantial gifts of the Laity of our com-
munion, cannot fail to become a most
efficacious instrumentality for supplying
the religious wants of the country in every
particular.

Commending this necessarily brief state-
meat »f facts to your most attentive and
favorable consideration, your Comunittee
respectfully beg leave to present their
report,

D. E. BLAKE,
Chairman.
February 2514 2856.



