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LUMBERMAN.

et ~
OUR QUEBEC LRYTER
From Qur Own Correspondent.
DULLNRYY OF TIK TRADE - MO\ EMENTS OF FROME-
NENT LUNBERMEN—THR srrmxvmon:nu' oy
CULLKRS— MINING NEWS,

Quxnee, Jan, 11th.—The ortreme inactivity
which Provails in the Jumber busines renders
it a difficult matter at ihir xeaon to compile n
vory readable or interc tineg letter en salifod
eatirely conncctad with the tiade,  In face of
the vory usoful and inte renting annnal statement
preparcd by Mosane, I, BeJl Fosy th & Co, of
this city, concerning the seaxon’s blidness in
lumber &t thix port, and the stucks wintorng
horo, which statoment hux een analyzed in the
columns of tho Caxap JauMukrmay, it would
bo docidodly presumiptus: o atteo wpt s thing
further in this direction,

Quotations it is at pacsent impossiblo to give,
since 1o transactions hav® occurred for somo
woeks back.

Mr. R, R. Dobell, of this city, left town a
couplo of duys ago for LVenascoln, and will be
abreont about threo wooke.

Tho finn of Hamilton Bros. & Co., doing
business horo aud at Hawkesbury, Ont., has
boen dissolved by mutual conrenl, and the
business is now being carried on uwder the old
nane aud xtylo by the Hon. Juhn Hamiltun, of
Hawkesbury.

Mr. J. B. Charleson, of this (ity, has purchas.
od all tho standing «pruco and pine un Bruovks &
Tool’s ands, at Windsor Mills, in this Provinee.
This, with other lots bought on tho same river,
makes his purchase of standing spruco and pine
foot up to 27,000,000 (vet.  Both of theso lands
aro quite closo to Mr, Charlesun s Mills, and in
proximity also to a xtation of the Grand Trunk
Railway.

Tho Arthabaska Timber Co.%t property, con-
aisting of oxteusive stram and water mills at
Arthabaska, with limits, and hitherto the pro-
porty of tho Russel Hotel Co., of this city, has
been sold to American operatocs.  The pricy
haa not transpirod.

The vassels cognged in the lumber trado of
Quebec this fall have beexn, as a rule, singularly
unfortunate. Bosides those already reported
lest, tho following ovoer duo veasels, of which
small hopes are now cntertsinod, ars published
in the newspapers of this dato :—

Bark Pcarl of India, Captain Kolly, from
Quebee, Sopt. 21, from Geenuek, 1,236 tuns
register, loadod by Mossre. 2. R. Doboll & Co.

Bark Thomas Lee, Captain Wilson, from Quo.
bec, Oct. 21, for Whitchaven, 390 tons register,
loaded by Messrs. R. R. Dobell & Co.

Bark Caprea, Capt. Whittake, from Quobee,
Oct, 24, for Noweastle, 735 tons register, load-
&d by Messre. R, R. Dobell & Co.

Bark Ella, Capt. Sjastrom, fromn Quebec, Oct.
27, for Dublin, 641 tons register, luaded by
Meaars. R. R. Dobell & Co.

Bark Eqstern Empire, Capt. Lovo, from Que-
bec, Oct. 28, fur Greenack, 1,751 tons register,
losded by Messrs, R. 1. Dobell & Co.

Bark Matador, Capt. Ewart, from Quebwee,
Nov, 1, from Limerick, 120 tons register, loaded
by Messra, Wilson & Co,

Bark Xoomar, Capt. Morris, from Quebec,
Nov. 8, for Plvmouth, 1,187 tons register, loaded
by Messrs, J. Sharples, Sans & Co,

Tho appointment of .+ Supervisor of Cullers
for Quebee has not yet heen made.  Thore are
thoso who anticijate still that the appentment
will bo a political ene, as it i3 huown that party
hacks, possessed of nut the shybtest busmc;s
knowlodge, aro actiselv eanvassing £ the posi
tion, Thu trade, cenerally speaking, b wova,

bave reasay to hepe that the Governnient wil
Pay sumio attontivn tu their oft ropeated ro
presontations and to tho law which roquires the
appointiment of a duly licensnad cul) ¢

Minoral matters have Lehed ap aoanen liat of
lato. New French capital is oxpectal to pour

into tho Provinee neat year, to be utilized in
doveluging . ur wines, and in fact a Mr Foatiy,
of this city, hae recently recvived fou o French
company the ~um o §100,000 for a ono half
interost in g ol mino ownod by him o Beauce.
Ttis tho intention of & unmber of spesilatur,
who hold upwarde of 560,000 actes of mining
lands in the Esstan Townshipa, to open an
offico for tho exhihition »f wpecimens and ealo
of lands, iy this city,

A UTILITARIAN PROTEST,

Some epposition is being oxpressod concorning
tho proj osed resersation of a tract of land in
Tulare county, California, ns & natioual park,
A Lillis now pending in congreas with this end
in viow, I'his reservation will bo for tho
espeeinl purposs of gaving tho giant trees that
grow on the tract from boings destroyed.  The
oppe-nents of the roservation schemo allego that)
raty thero are only two trees of notablo size in
that locality~tho General Grant and Hugh
Miller,  Theso stand in a largo body of timber,
und aro soven or eight miles npart,  The opera-
t s who want to cut thix timbor, talk as fol-
lows t—

** Very fow stop to considor that by roserving
thi« largo truct considorablo monoy is kopt out
of diculation, It containg upwanls of 16,000
terce of Land, with porhaps 300,000,000 feet of
tindvr, of vhich probably 50,000,000 feet nro
redvoni,  Soqueid. It is hard to tell whero
ona kil of tree Jeaves off and the other begine,
The tract lics on tho south sids of King's River,
and has wo far heen untouched, bocatiwo it waa
mpoxsible to haul out or got at in any ordinary
way, It will roquire soino $200,000 to utilize
the tract, su that cutting and markoting would
bo of benelit to some persons, of courve.  Sarne
capitalists had  just made arrangements to
utilizv this tract, and wore prepared to spend
thoe above amount of money.  The land, as it
standy, is reprosented to be utterly worthloss
for any swall operatiun, and can never bo touch.
od unless dono cheaply on n large scalo. Of
course, as soon ns the bill was introduced, the
capitalists stopped work. Tho damage areund
Lako Taheo hay been exaggerated.  Somo of
the logs have been cut off, but a very largo pro-
portion was still loft around thoe shores. Ono
acre out of overy 5,000 has been cut off the
shores of thoe lake, and no more. It wonld Lo
morv sensible to creato a reservation around that
Liko than in Tulare county.”

There are two sides to this question.  If the
gonerad gorverntént has a right to the land, and
can legally rezerve the Tulare tract for the pur.
poso of preserving tho great trees, no privato in-
terests havo much to offer against it.  If tho
dixtrict is well tunbered, so much the bottor;
there will bo one forest v tho wontinent that
will be saved to futuro genorativne, in all its
primoval grandeur and beauty, untouched by
the destroying lumberman.  If forest presorva.
tion, by governmment interforence, is to make
headway atall, it might as well begin in Tularo
county, Califurnia, as anywhero clso.—Noyth-
western Lumberman,

—

THAT MERCER TIMBER MUDDLE.
£ wo have ropublished criticisms on Mr.
Wi Mercer’s account of the Spanish River
country, we think it only fair to give the other
side of the atory, from the Lumberman's Ga.
zelle 1=

followaug communication, addressed to this
paper.  Still we aro at a loss to understand by
what mamner of reasoning he is brought to the
concluston that wo have used his name m any
sense which savors of an untruthful connection,
afid Mr. Mercer fails to oxplain tho methoed by
which he reached such a conclusion. Woe dis
tinctly set jorth in our formor articlo that we
had very serious doubts that Mr, Morcer had
over made the statements attributed to him by
the Clicago papers.  Turther than this, Mr.
Mercer fully corrvborates nearly every stato-
ment 1 onr former article, not only as regards
hunself, but also sustains the views oxpressed
by us n relation to Mr. Little, tho Canadian,
wiw acourged bum so meralessly.  In regand to
Mr. Mercor's strictures on tho Chicago reporter,
wo have nothing to say furthor than that wo
are unw fully satisfiod that tho ropresentative of
that papor misroprosentoed him,

With regard to tho secrocy onjomned by tho
parties who cmployed Mr, Mercor, and tho
pladgu thereto, Mr. Morcer’s momory must bo
somewhat short, as by his own statoment ho
divulged the business inside of forty.cight
hourn after returnmng from his trip ; ho has no
night, therofore, to tind fault with thess partics
it they do accuxo him of a breach of confidonco :

DR Sit.—As somno ono has rent o a copy
of tho Lumberinan’s Gazelte, in which T sec you

aro using my namo in a vory freo way, and in

By courtesy to Wi, Mercer, wo publish the Tway, and cuuld not be distorted into an absurd

by no means a truthful® vonuoction, 1 may say
that tho Pras and a Chicago paper scem to
havo it all their own way, and contain state-
ments that aro quite now te mo andin fact wore
nover hoard of before by e, But not having
had an opportumty to sco or hear what has
beon sald in tho inatter, 1 will stato the facts
and you can judgo how far thoy agreo with the
statomonts made,

When loaving Bay City for Candn on the
oxpudition named, the caution wan given to ray
nothing about the object of tho journey.  This
is tho usual custom in all euch casea, but thoy
only oxtend to the time in which the would be
purchasor lias thu refusal of tho land, and aro
never muant Lo extoud over a wholo province,
nor to a period of & man’s natural life. It 1
had iinaginod that tho gentleman had tho least
idoa of purchasing tho wholo of Canadn lying
betwoon the Georgian Bay and the North Pole,
I might havo heen more cautious, but I con.
sidered that after the gl was bought it was of
littlo consequenco making a scerot of it, if in.
deod any sceret wero necessary at any timo, the
land having been advertisod for salo in the
Canadian paper for sovoral yoars back, and had
been inspected by soveral Michigan lumber
firms bofuro wo ever saw it.  On ty arrival in
Bay City T found teluograms awaiting e that T
had tw leave for Chicago immnediately ; and be-
ing in Chicago 2oxt day, aud while waiting for
a train, I called at a friend’s oflice, and tho sub-
jeet of tho Canada Pacific camo up, in which
vho Chicago peoplo are interested as a diverting
lino for “mnorthwest" freight. A gentloman
cmine in and was introduced, but I did not
catch the namo (ho tuming out, however, to be
a roporter of une of the Chicayo dailies), I
made the romark in the course of conversation
that the Canada Pacific novor could competo
with our lines of railroads on this sido of the
lakes, simply becauso the road ran through
sovoral hundred miles of country that had no
local traffic or froight to support it, and conse.
quently had to charge all oxpenses to * through
freight * from the great <‘northwest,” while
ours had ovory fow miles nlong the lakes im-
mense quantitios of freight to carry that would
share tho genoral expense and nake thesoe roads
ablo to compote successfully with any rvad that
can bo built. Whether I am right or wrong in
this hay nothing to do with the question. The
question was asked if thero was nothing to carry
in that secticn through which the C. P, R, runs.
T «aid I had just coma from the country north
of the Georgian Bay, and with the excoption of
a tract of pineon Sable river, and as the Indi.
aus reported, also on the Spanizh river some
distauco up, I saw nothing for a railroad to
carry, and as theso rivers were good streams to
drive, 1 thought all the timber would como out
that way. That was the substanco of the
whule conversation, which T claim was uttorly
private and not meant for publication in any

claim of discovering a country that has been
sottlod by whites over 100 years ago; and the
Hudron Bay Company have a station near tho
wuth of the Spanish river that may have beon
thero longer than that for all T know. Now if
you read the article in question, you will find
that the industrious scribe of the Chicago paper
does not state that T inade these cnormous
figures about the pine. That is all his own
work from wholo cloth, and must have been
dono «n the principloof the natural philosupher,
on being given tho tooth of a mastoden, will
cotmtruct the wlle animal for you, oven to
giving you tho length of its tail and the kinks
thereof. T disclaim any such ability, and as
you, Mr. Editor (I rcfer to Mr. Bennett), have
known mo over sitice you were a boy, you can
answer as well as any budy for my veracity.

The abuve facts are all thore iv to tho matter.
Only I must zay that, had tho member of tho
firm purchasing, the land, who is well known as
o professang Chnstian gentleman, ranombered
that there waos surh o tl.ing as ' Christian
chanty, ho nught bave wuited befure ho im-
puted such motives to moe as ho has, and if any
blano attachus to e, it is in having alluded in-
advertently to tho subject at all in the company
of strangers

1 can't concludo without thanking tho Chicago
gentleman for my *“ brevot rank,” but as X find

haud it back to hiin ngain, unmoiled, as 1 have
nover usod it.

Anfor Mr. Little, of Montreal, T have known
liim tor 30 yoars, and during that timo ho has
written poctry and lumbor statistics in largo
quantitiva.  And if his knowlxlgo of Canada is
opnl to that of Michigan, as shown by his
published statements regnrding the supply of
Michigan pine playing out every four or live
years, [ don't think he is in a position to con-
teadict any figures nuudo by anyone,

This is o long article, Mr, Editor, but ns you
havy printed longer ones in restand to mo, I think
1 am entitled to the insertion of thix,

WiLLiay MEnexn,

Jersoyville, 111, Doc. 31at, 1881,

QUEEN vs MCFARLANE & MCFARLANE,
OrrAW4, Jan. 14.—The Supremoe Court et
at 11 am, In tho Caso of tho Merchauts' Bank
of Canada, appellants, and 'he Queen, roxpon.
dont, Mr. Bethuuo, Q.C.; was hoard in reply
on behalf of tho appellauts, Judgment was
roservod,

Tho caso of Tho Queen {defendant), appellant,
and Joan McFailane and Duncan MeFarlano,
{(suppliants), respondents, was then procecdoed
with. Mr. Lash, Q.C., appeared for appellant,
and Mr, Bothuuno, Q.C., and Mr. Mclutyro
for rospondents. ‘Tho supplinnts’ petition
of right claima paymont of certam lossos
sustained by them, arising from the breaking of
& boom at the mouth of tho Madawaska River,
ownod by the Dominion Government ns a
public work, and constructed for the purpose of
facilitating the transmission of saw logs down
tho Ottawa River. Tho suppliants were carry-
ing on lumber operations on tho Madawaska
River, and cortain timber and logs owned by
thom passed into the Govornment boumn at the
mouth of the Madawaska. Tho suppliants
chargo that the Loom-master, by roason of tho
unskilful and nogligont mauner in which ho
performed his duty, allowed a larger quantity of
timber and Ings than the bosm was capable of
holding to pass into it, in consequonco of which
tho boom broke, and the timber and logs of the
suppliants floated out. That somo of the loga
were lost, and the suppliants were put to ox-
penso in rocovering the others. Tho petition
also alleges that the baom was negligently and
unskilfully constructed. Tho petition prays
that Hor Majesty may be held liable for the
losses sustained by them by reason of the un.
skilful and improper conduct of the boom.
master.

To this petition the Attornoy-General for
Cunnda demurred for soveral reasons, mnoug
which are :—That no liability on. the part of
Hor Majoaty oxists towards the suppliants in
the premises, the Crown not being hable for the
negligonco of its sorvants. That no contract
with the suppliants on the part of Her Majesty
is shown, and a potition of right docs not lo to
recover damages not arising under contract with
the Crown. That no liability on tho part of
Her Majesty oxists by reason of the msufficien.
cy of the boom or $he want of caro in the sclec-
tion or wnploymeut of the slido.tnaster, and
that Her Majesty is not hable for the negligenre
of tho persons having charge of such works.
The demurrer was argued before Mr. Justice
Henry, and judgment given thercon in favour
of the suppliants. From this judgment Mer
Majesty appealed to the Suprenro Court, Tho
caso was argued, and judgment resorved, ‘This
being tho last appeal on tho list, tho Court rose.

-

Here In @ar Own Territory.

Ir can almcest bo asserted that St. Jacoba Oil
works wonders. Shortly before the Now Year,
when I visited my family in Mitchell I found
my son Bdward, & lad little more than ten yenrs
old, very sick. Jesuffered with rhcumatism,
and 80 terribly, that he was perfectly stiff in
tis limbs, could not possibly walk and had tu
ho carried from placy to place. At once I sent
for some St. Jacobs Qil, used it according to
directions, and in a few days could sce evidenco
of considerable improvement. Un the tenth
of thismonth I again visited my family and
was astonished to find him well and lenrty.
He onco more has fresh color in his face and
can go to school agaiu. Whenover tho old
trouble threatens to return relief is immedi-
ately sccured by tho use of the celebrated St.
Jacobs Ofl. From sheer joy over this result I
cannot withhold recommending St, Jacobs Oil
to suffering humanity as a true bencfactor,
Charles Motzdorf, office of tho Volksfreund,

overy socond man here owans the title, I bog to

Germaa paper of Stratford, Ont,



