The

risen Redeenter ascended up on high, * he gave
gifts unto mwen—some pastors aml teachers for
the perfecting of saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifvine of the lLody of
Christ,”  Beliavers, while listening to the ox.

position and upplications of divine trath from -

their lip2; or when seated at the table of the
Lord, huve you not often said with Peter ¢
is goud for usto be here"—or with David * We
Rave loved the habitation of thy house) Now
then while you recognize with gratitude your
obligation to your beloved Redeemer for the
in t tution of the Gospel Ministry, sce that you
honour his appointment, by liberally sustaining
those who, according to esis ordinance, labour
among you in holy things. Ministers who ure
conectous that they have endeavoured to le
faithful, may make the appeal of Paul, “1f
we have sown unto you spiritual things, isita
great matter if we reap your carnal things"—
Were it neceasary for the conver-ionsof the
heathien, or the pour and wretched, ministers
might be willing partly to support themselves
by the labour of their hands  But the follow.
ers of Christ, whaen living in peace and aftlu-
ence, cannot without inewrring and easting
dishonour on Christ, leave His ministera to
struggle with poverty. And although ministers
in a Chrisslike spirit of devotednesy, tnay en-
deavour to sustain themselves by secular om-
ployments, it isa great hindrance totheir ueeful-
ness and etlicieney in a work which requires
their whole time and strength—unmely, the
advancement of the truth and kingdom of God
on earth, which every true minister of Christ
has at lieart as the chicf object of his life, If
christians disapprove of ministers engawing in
secular employment, then let them enuble them
to *“ live by the altar” nccording tothe ordinan-e
of God. e has made special provision for the
support of the ministry, equally under the
Ol und the New dispensation,  Un this topie,
Loth Moses and Paul dwell with fuluerss, the
Spirit thus plainly indicating that the caunse of
God would lave to eontend against that carnal
sclfishness which causes many professors to
withliold from God, that which hejustly eluims
a3 his portion of the increase, which his bless-
ing has given,

‘There are tnany rcasons why the ministers
of the gospel should be liberally sustained—a
few of these we will briefly specify.

(1.) 'The sacred duty of charity to the poor
is one to which the minister is above all others
called.  Acts of kindness to the poor and the
destitute may open the heart of many to re.
ceive from s lips the message of merey to the
sin-sick soul, aud be instrumental in leading to
the conversion of the sinner. If, on the other
haud, he is compelled to * harden his heart or
shut his hand from his poor brother,” it may
oceasion prejudice against the message us we?l
as the messenger of God; and may thus cause
& poor brother to stumble and full, throngh the
want of liberality on the part of the members
of the church.—Job xxix, 11,

(2.) Ministers are commanded to * use hospi-
tality wilhoulgrn«éginq." But if they are not
liberally sustained, they cannot obey this in-
Jjunction without trampling on another, namely,
* Quwe no man anything.”” Indeed this injunc.
tion of hospitality implies the duty of liber.
ality on the part of the people, and such liber-
ality was shown in the early Christian Chureh,
80 that the tinisters of Christ were enabled to
Le examples of generous hospitality. But how
stands the case with many now. Ofien with
the strictest economy which accords with a
sacred regard to the discharge of the duties of
their office, and mecting manfully the many
claims which that oftice entails, they cannot

ay their "way ,unless by neglecting some of
those dutics enjoined in the werd, or expected
in connection with their oflice.

(3.) Ministers must show an example of
liberality in supporting the public schiemes of

e Churc, In contributing to the Bible,
P Missionary, aod Trct Societr s, the ininis

ter lins often to take the lead. But this ke
cannot do without having the means put under
his contvol,

© (k) I genernl intellizonce, variety, atd ex.
tent of information, the winister should Le
“qualified to take his pluce in the front ranks of
tociety, in order to guide public opinion on all

j moral questions.  ‘This the Protestant minister”
[catnot do without the means of keeping up un-
intimate acquaintance with the enrrent litera-,
ture ol the duy.  Besides, in the present age of
general reading nnd intethgence, the ministra '
tion of the pulpit should not fall behind the!
age, which they must do, unless the iunister,
be amply supplied with a choice selection of
the muny adnurable works which have lately

appesred on the erposiion and lustration of!
seripture,  o.¢ very little expense to cachimem |
ber, n congregation may thus get the henefit’
Yof many valuable works, which cost years of;
s toil to the nuthors, and much additional Jabour,
to their own pastor, :

(3.) Ministers should be wel! supplied with:
religions periodicals, that they may beinformed)
Tof the great christian movements of the nwe,
and ot expose themselvez to the contempt of!
others, by theirtgnovance of the events of the
tday.

(6.) A minizter's dreez and habits should cor-
vespond with his cducation und position, for he
Ldaily encountersinen, who a=e notalow to tind
(fault with any defect in this department, and
to charge that upon penurionsuess or lwr char
acter, which may be the reenlt of prudence or
necessity.  Some may point the finger \\'ilh!
scorn, and say such 2 minister does nat dress
as o wentleman, when it is beeanse his peeple
will not enable him to dv so.

(7. The travelling expenses of ministers
must be considerable.  Besides attendunce on
Chureh Courts, the expenses of which should
be met by the publie treasury of cach congre-
gation—they have other expenses in visiting
the seattered members of their lock, and -
proving opportunities of advancing the cause
of God in their acighbourhved,  They should
be able to see each other when necesary, for
wutaal consultation aud encourngement in the
work of the Lord, I kuow a cace in which
the want of funds prevented miniaters from
cun‘)‘ing out an arrangement to meet month.y
for mutual improvement, which migh have told
on the spiritnal advancament of their flock,
They should also have the means to enjoy a
litthe relaxation every summer, and to take an
oceasional tour for health and infornation,
‘The benefit of such a tour will more than re
pay the necessary outluy to the peaple,in the
renovated health and grenter freshness and
variety in the minister’s discourses, sud the
incrensed vigour, constaney and power of his
public and private ministrations.

(5.) 'Then it appears that a very larze por
tion of the salary of ourministersis requived
to discharge the duties peculiar to their office,
and their personal and family expenses have
to be met out of the remainder; thus they are
often left with far less for this purpose than
the generality of mechanies; though from

theirdposition in society requiring move. It
should also be remembered thut with the same

edueation, energy and mental labour, they
could gene ally obtain a much larger income
in other p ofessions, At a recent meeting of
the Scottisa Congreg~tional Union at Aber
deen, Dr. Alexander of Edinburgh, said—1
am ready without any beating about the bush
to say that we are all underpaid for what we
do.” “He then describes a conversation with a
merchant of London, during which the raer.
chant asked him what he received as salarj—
aud then what work he und other ministers
had to do. Dr. Alexander told-him he had to
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anvually, asmuchoas a bterary mn, whe did
siothiog olaethut he bl na ueh speaking
a<a bowyerin peed hodth - as mud visiting
usa surzeen in ordinary practicce—and lastly,
ns mueh rn\'l‘l‘:‘m‘l\"\\\‘o wathie great merehant,
"Wl vreplied the merchant * they may say
as ttich us they please about ministers getting
too mueh for their work, bnt wone of us would
do half yonr reork for finr tones your pay.”
(&) "The hiealth of mindaters often “suffors
through anxiety about their pecuninry aifiics,
and in consequence their tainds are untitted for
labour, atd their public  ministrations are
rendered leas effective and neceptable, A writer
it the Frer Church Record says,— Look at the
man as we have scen him, oppreseed with
worldly cures, and erushed it nay be by obli.
gations, perhaps by anvieties nbout breadd, pro.
feaiong, and an eduention for Wis ehitdren.  1a
this theanan wham you expect to appear in
the puipit with calm wien, and with no other
burden on his Lreast, hut the care of souls;
no other auxiety but how he should speak in

U Gad's ame, so ns best to wWin immoirtal soula

to the cross of ChiriatY  If there e a profes.
sion, which above all others, requires frecdom
from worldly  distractions, so far as im-.
munity ean be oltained from them in  this
world—it is juet the profession of the ministry,
aud if this do not be secnred, it will 2o fi r 111
upon the serviees of the minister; his epirit
will be weighed down - his brain will he be.
come  wearied and worn out, aud his heart
will be broken—=his sevmons will either bie in.
gipid, or cl-e they will have only a freshiness
eaught feorn his own peculiar expericnce, and
not adaptad to the circumstnnees and wants of
the people,  ‘The pulpit work biecomes deteri-
orated—the nceeptability of the minister, and
the hold which he has of the affections of hia
charge—weakened”  The number of those
who have been thus erushed, and their usceful-
nessdestroyed, wili be known only at the _reat
day of neccounta. The people thus bring on
themaelves the guilt of hi;quing, instead of
aiding the useluliess of those who have dedi-
eated themselves to the service of Christ, and
evpose tucmselves to the displeasure of Him
who hasraid “ For as much as ye did not to
these, ye did it not tome” A Tate witer in
iall's Juurnal of IHealth, nwder the eaption,
*Clerieal Henlth” describes the Rev. Henry
Melville, of London, as a stout healthy olil
man, who is still able to write out his sermons
in full, every week, besides Tuesday Evening
Teetures, 277 of which he has published in six
yvears. Becides, he is chaplain to the Queen,
&e. These offices involve a large amount of
labour, and yicld a large income,  ‘The writer
says—*this is the sceret of a healthy and hard-
working and enduring old age:” to e ewm.
ployed in a work which is our meat and drink,
with « handsoine eompensation for the same,

Thus the worker 13 relieved of ull care, all
solicitude, of that heart-shrivelling, brain.
wasting, and sonl destroying anxiety, which
attends a high and honorable sense of pecuni-
ary obligation,

A minister in debt, or stinted for means to
supply his daily necessities, labours with a
mountain weight upon him: and no wonder
that many of them siuk into invalidisin, if not
into an early grave. * lie studied too hard”
is the verdict of the people. 1le died of wart
is the verdict of truth,—want of that liberal
and sufiicient support which would huve en-
abled him to labour with a cheerful heart, and
a singleness of purpose, which are essentinl to
high success in any ealling. ‘It is a burning
shame, snd a living disgrace to Church mem-
Dbers of all denominations, that such a nigeard]
provision is made for those Jearned, talented,
and self-denying men, who are the salt of the
earth, und without whose personul Jubours, in
introducing the people iuto the knowledge of
social, domaestic, aud civil duties—dutivs to



