113

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

2

their work, even * this solitary place’ wouly yet

of his cominz in this private way, he sevealed the

Iand again he told them, in vhe clearest and most

be made glad, and the deacrt, diy and bagren s 11 | entire state of lus uund and circutnstances to Dr. ; emphatic manuer, that of his own free-will and

19, and overrun with thorns and brwrs, would re-

Dutl.  He also mude kaowa the affecting fuct that

Joice and bloggsinas the rose, aud bieeoms the hubie { fron the tine of lus first senous unpressicas, he

tation of nghicousnesy, and peace, and

19y i the { had begun to struet his wite, a young creature,

yaccord he came to our house , that it was hisown
tree dexite 10 remain ; und that he did not wish tv
l return, and would not return with them. ¢ lam

Holy Ghost, “L'lic Lord, however, works by mieans, » then htle more than ten years of uze—-he huuself | u believer 1n Chnist Jesus,” lie said s 1 wust in
and unless thess are speedily procured, the evil that : being at the tine about sixteen,  Tie wifo had | him alone for ealvation ; aud by the grace of God
19 already go deeply telty and +0 much deplored oy proved a wilhog, docite and successtul pupil. She , nothing will prevent me from publicly embracing

miany, will conteiue to tacrease, and new obsineles
will be thrown an the way Strongly nnpressed
as { am with the certamnty that such will be the
result in the case of further delay, pernnt me to
take the liberty of suirgestiag to you the propriety
of tending Mr. MiColl or Mr."McKinnon, who
have coinpleted their Theological studies, and who
are, besides, ncquunted with the Gaelie languuge,
to visit the people of thi distniet. °

. The cuntetbutions to the fundof the Home Mis-
wion, I hope will be consideralle, but on account
of circutustances which need not he ntentioned,
will not probably be fully collected unul the month
of Jauuary, Part however, ay be realized sooner,
aud will Likely be paid to e, Tor which I will be
accountable to the Home Mission Contnitiee, me
Mr. Leishman wilt pethaps be able to givo you
what othier informution may be necessary, i

AR

Sovcign {ilissions,

The recent intelligence from Calcutia s deeply
interesting.  From the tune when Dr. Duff and
his colleagues were driven from the Mission pre-
1ses, leaving their whol stock of books and ap-
paratus behind them, the senunary under thewr
caze sulfered not the shightest injury, 1n so far as
the number of puplds was concerned.  They com-
nienced operations in the new premises with about
1000 on the roll, and this number has been steadily
increasing ever smce.  But tlus unesampled mea-
sure of vutwarnd prospenity did not sausfy the heasts
of these devoted Mi.sionanies, and 1a the midst of
all that was encouraging anl cheering 1n this re-
specty their correspondence has indicated through-
out their carnest longings for some token of the
dunine presence aud favor w regard 1o the higher
aim of their labors, viz : the conversion of souls.—
The much desired blessing seemed to be denied,
and wustead thiereo! came a severe and trying be-
reavement.  T'wo youthful converts of the highest
pronuse as 0 futwe uscfulness among their be-
mghited countrymen, were suddenly seatched away
by the hand of death.  Buat as 1t has often been
found 1 the experizuce of Gud's peaple, the dark-
est hour was that which immediately preceded the
dawn, aad we repmee to announce that the Lord
hath visited very giaciously e chastened and
miourni. ;3 servants. The.r corrow has been turned
1o rejoiciag, for the Lord “*hath heard their supe.

plications—the Lord hath received their prayer,”

The nareative wiueh Dr. Duff'givesof the con-
vessioa of Unieah Chandra Sirkar and his wife,un-
fulds one of .'ue most remarhable iastances of awa-
kening wh.eh we lave ever scen recorled ; and
the perusal ol it w.il awahen adonng gratitude in
the dwellings of the nghtcous, and Iead nay, we
trust, 10 he anre anpartuaate m their pleading for
India at ke throue of grace.  What the Lord has
been pleased to dv in the caze of these wanderers,
heis able vo Jo tur thousands, ¢ Ilis hand 4o not
shattened, that it cansot save , lus ear 1s not hea-
vy that it canuot hear.”

Thiseveat occuirad o0 the lader 2.4 of April.
Umesh wasa student 1a oae of the lugher or col-
lege classes of tie lasatation. It now appears
that for two years he aad has bheeo under deep
Teiygous nuprestions, teading to taay serious cx-
ercwves anld interanl sirogates—althongh this was
wholy uskuown to the Muissionanies,  About a
month before this peniod, hus father—a person of
high stending mn the lindoo corumu:nty at Cal-
cutta—under some appreheasions of leantngs tow-
ards Chnst.auty, removeu hunfrom the sustitation,
aad placed lum uuder great restraint, so that he
coulid oaly pay au vccastonal and stealthy visit to
tho Missicnarics. Ou the first occasion, however,

became fully convinced of the worthlessuesa of the
1doluirous systein 1n wiich sne had been trawned,
but beang yet without a sufficiently lively impres-
sion of the goupel schieme of salvation, she pleaded
for some delsy, saying to her husband—ts what
would be the use of my leaving all, if I did not
fecl myself ready to become a Christian 1 Thie
hesitancy on the part of his wite, proved a source
of great anuxicty and distress tr Thesh, who felt
constrained by liis own convictions and feclings to
profess his faith in Christ at once. But as this
step would involve his utter separation from her,
and the casting away of the vnly chance of con-
veying the truth to her soul, he was powerfully
restrained from taking it immediately. He con-
trnued  her instruction for some time longer. The
sickness and death of Mahiendra occurred, which
sectns to have been greatly blessed to Umesh,—
The faith of his wile was strengthened, and in
reading the ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress*? with her, a book
which Malhendra had given them before his death,
when they came to that part where Christian final-
ly resolves to forsake all and flee from the ety of
destruction, she stopped, and as if under a resiste
less itnpulse, said to her husband : *Is not this
exactly eur condition ? Are we not now lingering
i the city of destruction 7 Is it not our duty toact
like Christian—to arise, fursake all and flee for our
lives?**  To the spirit of this spontaneous utter-

an -¢, Umesh joylully responded, and after various
treing difficulties, they made their escape from his
fr.hier’s house, and took tefuge at Dr. Duff*s. He
thus deecribes their unexpected but welcome arri-

val:

* Oa Sabbath aliernoon, the 20th instant, shout
four o'clock, winle meditating in my own closet
on the ways of God, and wondering wliether, and
m what way, he might gracivusly interpose to de-
liver us from our distresses, suddenly the outer
duor of the house was opened, und in a moment
Uinesh, lus wife, and Jagadishar, one of the con-
verts, appeared hefore me ! It looked like the re-
alization of a vision or adream. ¢ ‘I’he Lord be
praised,’” scsid 1—what could I say less?7—<¢ }{is
mercy endurcth forever. He hath visited and
halpen us servants,  ‘To him be all the praisc and
alory.”*

Of the trials to which Umesh and his wife were
subjected for several successive days by the ime
portunities and violence of his relations and friends
permated in, in every form, until their baptism on
the following Sablath, we can oaly find roent
for the following specimen, extracted from Dr.
Dut*s most interesting letter :—

¢ In the evening, his father and cldest brother
came to our house in the greatest trepidation and
distress.  They remained upwards of two hours,
and would have remained atl night, had I deemed
it proper to allow them. ‘They nplored, they ecx-
postulated, they besonght—accompanying their
entreaties with tears, and looks indicative of men-
tal agony.  All the tenderes: and most endearing
associations were pathetically appealed to. Bribes,
allurements, aad proflers of every kind were freely
held out.  All these were alternated with various
attempts to whitewash Hindooism, and Lespatter
Chrnistiamty ; but all in vain. They then dezalt
out the most formidable threats—declaring, more-
over, that lic was not of legal age—tliat they
would apply forthwith for a writ of habeas corpus
against me——that he and I would both be severcly
punished —and that have them rescued they would,
by fair means or foul, though it should cost them
lues, or hundreds of thousands of rupees.  The
young man, who is certainly of age—=which for
inales 1n this country is sirfecn~being now at least
cizhteen, remained perfectly cool, collected, and
calul,  To their questions he meckly replicd—to
their arguments he intelligently responded—to
their abuse and revilings he answered not a word,
but maintained an unbroken silence. At length 1
begged of them to ask him plainly whether he
wished to stay in my house, or go away with
them ; that if he wished to stay he was welcome
to do s0; and ihat if he wished to go he was free
to go. They did so agaia and sgutn ; and sgain

¢ him by baptismn.” At last, when all efforte failed,
the father, who had hitherto kept within reasonn-
ble bounds, lost all temper, patience, and sense of
propriety. He stood up, sad with uplified arnand
vehemence of gesture, he advauced towards his
son, looking like & person fairly iufuriated. Fora
few moments it scemed a8 if the awelling tumult
of passion could find no veut, and then it impetu-
ously burst forth into something like a voleagic
cruption, With a rapid, fearful, and overpowering
caergy, he poured upon his eon *¢ the curses of &
fathor, and the curses of a father's futhers for &
thousand generations ; and the curses of all the
gody, whether in heaven, orin earth, or in hell.—
And yowll be smitten,’ saud he, ** with every dis-
easc, and overtaken by every calamity. You'll be
deaf; and you'll be dumnb, aud you'll be blind, and
you'll be & leper, and you'll pass through innu.
inerable bieths of loathsome monsters and reptiles.
Evcry pain and every misery will be yours. You
will be an eternal disgrace and reprosch to your
kindred and your country ; all that hear of your
name will load it with execrations ; aud the very
depths of hell will everlastingly receive you.”’—
These aud other similar curses, uttered in the Ben-
gali language, and in a toue of unearthly vehe-
mence, made all present instinctively quail & shud-
der. Atlength, asif exhausted by the eflort, his
voice stopped ; and seizing Lis son by the hand,
he meltingly implored him to come away. His
son could only raply : ¢ Father, forgive me, as 1
forgive you ; but my mind is made up aud I can-
not go with you.* Shortly afterwards all went
away ; and peace and quictness being rentured, we
commended ourselves in the reading of the Word,
and praycr, and praise, to the mercy and protection
of & covensnt-keeping God.”? ..

It isinteresting to observe that this ia the first
instance in this part of Indis,of a respectable Hindu
and his wife being both admitted at the same timo
on a profession of their own, into the Church of
Christ by baptism.  Although the baptistmn as has
been _intimated, sllayed the violence of Umesh’s
friends, this conversion made a deep impression
on the Native Soctety in Calcutts, which hasbeen
greatly extended and strengthened by the events
which followed, but which we can only advert to,
On the 7th of May » young [lindu named Bykanta
Nuth, came to Dr. Duff respecting baptism. He
had been upwardsof eight years in the institution.

s In the case of this convert the trials have been
peculiatly sevete. Threats, allurements, eairea—
tice, tears,——every variety of persuasion which
human ingenuity could devise, was resorted to, in
order to withdraw him from those with whom he
found grace to cast in hiz lot. At length, by
stratagem, he wns decoyed to the gate, and by
main force, atd in open day, carried off by his
heathen relatives. For about three wecks he was
kept in such seclusion, that the most activesearch
which the missionaries, who hud obtained a writ
of habeas curpus, could cause to be instituted, was
fruitless. A later communication, however, con-
veys the pleasing intelligence of his restoration.
He is now with those who have been honored to
lead him 1o Christ. .

¢ This case, from the peculiaritiey of its e¢ir-
cumstances, and coming so closely on the back of
Uinesh’s, made & prodigious noise, and lighted up
afresh ali the fires of an exaspetated bigotry. Nor
was this all. On Sabbath the 10th (the Sabbath
imniediately following Byksnia Nath’s abduction)
another nice young inan from one of our senior
clusses, made his appearance, applying for bap-
tism. His name is Banko Behari Basu. On
Tuesday, the 13th, at the cvening prayer-mceting
in the Free Church, he was baptized by Mr.
Ewart. This, of course, furnished fresh fuel for
the flames already blazing all around. Nordid the
matter stop here.  On Sabbath, the 18th, another
of our young mien came forward with a similar ap-
plication ; and on Sabbath, the 25th, was publicly
baptised in the Church by Mr. McDonald. His
name 18 Harish Chandra Mitra. More still. On
Satarday last, the 3]st ult.. another candidate for
baptism appeared, in the personof & yousg maa




