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(Corrcsjwl(citcc of t/w Nciw- York Obsci-r.cr.]

There are in the ecclesiastical constitutions of Gcrmnany a host ecf
abuses and unjust Iaws. The inost efflightenecl nien have renion-
strated for years on this subjcct. They liave been seconded by the
addresses of municipal councils, by the voice of the press, and the
comuplaints of the peoplo. But aIl ini vain. The abuses continued.
It would scei tiat princes and their inisters hiad neithier cycs to
see nor cars to hear. Sonie nercenary writers, soine statesinen in
love with their antiquated principles, severai pastor's aise whio find it
convenient te preserve old institutions, liave ever ùt hand arguments,
or rather sophisins to oppose to the inost legitiînate requcsts. Nothing
was donc. No progremes, or only insignificant changes, ns if the world
mnust reniain stationary at the wiil of ehîurchinen and of statcsnien!

But ail at once the scene changes. The nations tired of waiting ln
vain for urgent reforma, take arins icy rush into the streets,
resoived to coxiquer or to die. ]3lood flows. The satellites of king&
are Fat to flight. The people triumiph. Ohi! thcit,-tbent suddcnly
princes and their counsellors becoine cnlightened. Their cycs, their
ears are at once opened. They see 'what they hiad net seen, arid heara
'what they had not heard. They abandon their sophistry. Questions
prescrit themseives in a new light. Thcy begin at last to undcrstand
that there la something right and propcr iii the rtOmonstrances of thieir
subjeets. Indccd, if the time of miracles ivas Dot past, we xnighit
maintain that tuniults of the people produce iniraculous effccts !

It is sad, however. Why must religious or politicad reforms be
purchased at so, dear a price? Why must the ebildren of the saine
ceuntry butcher one another before inankind eau take a step forward ?
Will the rulers of nations, the guides of CJhristian communities, nevor
learu that the hcst means, the only nicans te avoid bleody revolutioiis,
is to, make scasonably the changes whichi are dcmiandcd by publie
opinion ?

Consider what was the religions state of Germany before the late
events. No markcd amtendments had heen made since the peace of
Wcstphalia iu 1648. Great intolerance prcvailed in the iRoinanist
countries: protestants wcrc hardly tera+cd: thcy bcd not even the
political rights which catholies onjoyed, and cvcry act of proseiytisin
iras strictly ferbidden. Matters irere ne better in Luthceran or
Reformed countries. The dangerous and false principle of statc-
religions or Ghiristian states wcs cvery ivhcre maintained. Kings,
ln their character of hcads of the ehurch, treated dissenters withi cruel
sevcrity. They undertook to rule the conscience, and rcgardcd cvcry
effort for religieus cînancipation as an attcxnpt ngainst their own
authority. Thus, Romanists and protestants, la spite of ther great
doctrinal differences, irere put, like eildren during their niinerity,
under tutelage ; they ceuld net dlaim without expesing theinselves t.o
legal punishments, the first of ail liberties, that of worshipping God
according to the dictates of their conscience.


