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wardcd andi pnnished, but only that they mnay ho se
dealt with. The foregoing remarks are a verystrong
conirmation o? the proot' et' a future statu ut' retri-
bution.

CIJAPTER IV.

SOur presant lIffe is a probation fer a future
state."1

The moral gevernment which we were speaking
about in the prec.oeding chapter, implies, in the notion
of it some sort e? trial, difficulty or danger. There
is a moral possibility of acting wrong as wcll as
right in those tvho are tIse subjocta 4 of this goveru-
ment. And the doctrine et' religfou,that the present life
is in fact a state et' probatin for a future one, is ren-
dered credible ?rom its being analogeus throughout
te the general conduct o? God toward us tvith respect
te this world; in wbich prudence is indispe'xaible te
secure our temporal interests ; in the saine ivay w0
are taught that vittue ia necessary te securo our
eternal interests; and both are put in our own kçeep-
ing. Se that religion points us te a future world,
ami tells us that the state et' Vr où which -we are in, is
only a part et' a stupendous wbole, whicb scheme bas
the requirement o? antecedent probation fer couse-
quent adjustmentof misery or happinesa. A complaint
xnay be raiseti that it nmust ho a bad scheme tbat
places great and ultimate goed at a goal se bard te
reacli, considering the frailties et' onr nature, tbe
feeble attempta we make te sek good, and te eschew
and resiat evil. IlIs it net an intolerable grievance
that xve should ho puuiahed for what is natural, and
only rewarded for an obedience which, savo in the
cases of a select and privileged ?ew, is greatly ho-
yend the rench et' nature?" Man may raise ob-
stadles and doubts in çegard te the manner in whichi
Ged i8 8aid te deai -with him iu the future and unseen
world. Ho may irpiensly r-11 the doctrines promul-1
gated in religion a grievancc, and charge them with
incensistency. Hie whlo dees this, howevcr, sheuld
consider that the cry thus uttered again8t, the pro.
bationary aystom, in order te its being plausible,
must ,chord xvith the events et' life trauspiring around
us. The way te env temporal geod is a way e? labour
aud self-deial ; the way te our eternal ptod ia beset
by similar toila and temptatiens,-they may ho the
forerunuers and the preparatives o? our happiness in
anether state et' bof ,sg.

The causes of our trial, in both capadities, are the
me.
I. Semething in our external circumstaxces.
IL Somethîng ia oar nature.
Our trials, in both these instanceg, are the same

in so, far that their effecta are identical. Religion
tells ne that our trials are greatly increaaed by tise
bad behavieur et' others, by an eduzation wbich has
been wrengly 4irected, by the indulgence o? alelli aud
the gratification o? paaision, by bad behavieur, and
even by the -corruptions o? religion ; se experienco
telle us cencerning our temporal capacities, that tisey
are Incroased by a foolish -education, by the extrava-
gance andi carelesanesa o? -others, by miataken notions
cencorning temporal happiness, and by or own neg-
ligence antifolly. In beth webehold thesame hoed-
lezanesa of censoquences, the sane dlefiant lucen-
Suleratenee and -the saine mis-judgmeut Iu both
esses a future. ansd greater geed ia sacrificeti te, p
sent indulgence anti Vreseut ertze.

That this la juat, anti thst, e7en lu this. state o?
degradation thera is equity, xnay- be vindicateti in
botbL cases by the sane considt xations, vis: That
thora isno more requireti cf mer, titan thoy are scell
abIc o doý gad wêaunme t comp&uuz'~~tb.is, Wîh

regard to the God of Providence, than bis not croa-
ting, us higher intelligences; tnaking as nobler heings
and giving us other und botter advantages. What-
ever facts teacb us of a state of trial ini our natural
[capacity, makes it possible, probable, altbough not
absohxtely certain, that we are i sucb a state in our
moral capacity, and althotigh thoe may be difficul-
ties conne,%ted with it, we are flot warranted te bau-
ish the doctrine froxu the field of reflection.

CUPTER V.

tiOur present life is a state of probation, intended
for moral discipline."

Vils chapter treats of nearly the saine subject as
the former, with only this difféerence, while the for-
mer speaks of probation in a generaî way, this oae
speaks of a state of trial as being a state fitted for a
particular end. AIl the reaseas for our being placed
in such a condition, may at present be beyond our
comprehiension. The erd is to train us in the prac-
tice of virtue;- to improve us in piety, being requis-
ites for a future state of participation and hi±ppiness.

One tlxing appears certain fromn experieice and
from observation, viz: Thal- there must exist au
aptitude o? accomtnodat'on, a correspondenco or re-
lations betwveeui our mental and physical nature, Our
passion, appetites and desirea, and the condition or
state in wh ich we are placed. i this life nature and
external circumstances must go band in hand. There,
must be a mxutual agreement, an alliance formed ho-
twecn the twe in order to ensuro happiness and eveni
life; in like manner we are taugbt to believe, and
analogy echees the samne doctrines, that there must
be some qualifications and character consonant with
wuat must of necessity, ho the home o? the holy,
withont xvhich persons cannot but be incapable cf
the life of 11just in'en made perfect."1

Man dees not cone into the world, ns it were fuIly.
fiedged, possessing aIl the facultios o? mind and,,
body in active and vigoreus exercise. Ilo bas latent-
pewver, but it must be elicited. The gcrm is placed
in the soil o? human society, but it requires the in-
fluence of seosational experience to* cause it to pro..
duçe fruit, in short we are capable of improvemeas.
Our maler has framed o tr constitution (I speak o? ran)ý
such that we are capable by nature of entering nova
spheres of lueé, of becoming qualified for states or
existence, for svhich we were once wholly unfit. .
00W character may hc formed. by acquirement. W-a.
are able te beot new babi ts ench- day we live-hab.
its cf body and habits o? mind. The former croate4.
by external acta, and the latter by cositinnal andzas-
siduous culture of inxvard practical principlea.

There la not only the capability for improvoment,
but also sac ' improvernent ia necessary te prepare
us for the state o? life which we inuat be placed in,.
when wo ripen into xnaturîty. Nature lias put it
within. ont power to, improve ouraelves. Sho bau.ý
placeti nain a condition fitted for it; Childhood is.a
state of discipline for youth; youtx for, xnanhcoo&
and manhood for old ago. Strength of body, and
matnrity o? undergtandiug, are acquired by diee.,
Both requiro continuai exorcise antd attention, on,4lxl
part of lisings thug situated, flot only lu the begis..
uing of their career but aise through the whoo&
course, o? it. As the atitecedent 'Parts cf life aie.,
preparàtory te, those thit follow, sa this ina '.
a state -cf -discipline for tite world te, corne,. ;agd
althougli we do net appzchelid«lu wà:tt way thio,.:a
se, it doea net follo-w that our iggorznce will. onev
throw tbis plausible supposition, ne mare f1tan,tig&.
because cbildreu de not discera how fo.od, expmriqçi ,
&C., eau benefit thora, they are not~ b4~
the fact stands 'notwîth8tandint,


