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able as I thought ; and anyhow you
don’t believe that any prayer can
save people who have died in their
sins ?”

“I don’t pretend to know who
those are, Jack. I don’t know how
far God’s mercy goes, and all T ask
Him about #:at, is to save all who
can be saved.”

“When you come to think of it,
people who don’t think as you do,
pray in what comes to very much the
same way. You remember old John
Perry, who died last winter?”

“Yes; what of him ?”

“Why, he was quite unconscious
for hours before he died, and the
doctor told his wife that he would
be like that to the end. Well, I
looked in to see him, and his friends
and the parson were praying for him
then, and yet he was almost as good
as dead.”

“Yes; they knew if he had not
repented before, he could not do it
then. He was still alive, but his
day’s work was done, and whether
bad or good it could not be altered.
Still, they were right to pray for him,
and I don't see why they should
leave off now.”

“But don’t you think, Tom, that
this sort of belief will make some
men careless. Very often they put
off repenting for their sins long
enough as it is; but if they think
other folks’ prayers are going to do
them good after they are dead, why
they won'’t repent at all.”

“They know we pray for the con-
version of all sinners now, but I
never heard of anybody who thought
that was going to save him the trou-
ble of repenting. But now many of
us, you know, ask God. continually
in our prayers to turn those who are
leading a bad life. Yeta good many

of those prayers don’t seem to be.
answered, do they ?”

“You mean that those men go on
just as bad as ever?”

“Yes; bacause they stand out
against the grace of God that we
asked of them, and will not have
anything to do with it. If they do
that now, all their lives, there is not
very much hope that they will do any
diffferent in the next world.”

“You said you wouldn’t say how
far God’s mercy goes.”

“And I don't say it. A man I
may have been praying for, seeming-
ly in vain, for years, may repent to-
morrow, for all I know ; but I have-
o't the came hope that he will, as I
have about one who has only just
gone wrong. And so with souls in
the other world: prayer may help
many of them, but it is more likely
to help those who have lived con-
sistent lives in this world.”

“T see, you think the same about
all prayer, whether for the living or
the dead ?”

“Just the same. The Bible tells
us to pray for a// men, and to make
all our wants known to God. I
take my stand on the plain words,
and I say that when God says: 1 He
means all. I can’t help thinking
about those that are gone, and wish-
ing for their good. It is natural to
do it, for where our treasure is there
our hearts are also. And if God
would not have me take those
thoughts and wishes to Him, as well
as all my others, He would have told
me so. And that, Jack, He has not
done; not by one word from one
end of the Bible to the other.”

“ 1t is a new thought to me, Tom,
but I must own there is a deal of
comfort in it, for as we get old, most
of those we love best are in the




