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eives the matter even the slfghfest atten'.
tien, that there is stili a gooti deat of hard
work to be doue, bcfore the desired resuit ie
to begairîct.

Your Cemittue are persuadeti that it will
be ad mittcd on ail hands that these facts are
painfully signiticant. When it is borne in
nîind chat a great many of the raumbers of
,our Churcli xanifest a fair mnsure of liber-
4llity, thaï; quite a number of theni give
Jargely, wlîile flot a few are very open
handed andi liberal, the conviction forces
itsif upon us that che mass eof members and
adterents contributu Hlte or nothing te
dise ftcnd8 of the Church. Nor eau they
conceat their profourid conviction that this
difficulty cannot bue fairiy met or overcome
tilt the doctrine of' tha 'sacretinets of the
duty of Christian giving as aunet of worship,
,whitb they regard as the basis of the whole
plan of Systemsrtie Beneficence is clearly
untlerstood, firu.dy helti, andi gencral*v
practised.

As a powerfal writer in the ?Princeton Re-
view bas ably put it, " Let ministers, eid-
ers andi deacons believe this doctrine thumn-
seives, and proclaini kt boldly and honestly
ru ail men. Uet theus join this wîth these
otber great motives to benevolence, the
promotion eof thre houer anti glery of thu
Lord Jesus Christ, obedience to His cein-
mand, andi the salvation of men hy the
spreati of the Gospel. Anti it 'viii greatiy
enlarge the fouadation on whîich they
stand, anti givu a corresponding atidit-
lonal force to their argumensat
appeah.s, in en.forcing the duty of beauvo-
ifnle.

,,Establish this doctrineo; let it appear thant
giving te the Lord wich a devonst spirit je
irership, as distincly required cf the bu-
liever in its time anti place as praisu andi
prayer, or the reading cf te Word, andi
bnging forth thre saine spiritual fruits, viz.,
Wuh, love, peace and joy, aud kt wiil toucli
terry huas-t in ivhieli Uhc grace of Geti bas
been traly piantuti. The duty cf net ap-
pearing liefore the Lord cmpty wili.come ta
terey stich hecart with a power and precious-
rass chat it toulti net otlîerwise possibiy

-As stactid at thre commencement of this
rcpurt, your Committeeispcrsuaticdtbatthe
Ohurch is mnking rapid pregress in this
direction. Alreatiy tlîey bave refurrcd ini
generai terms te thu indications cf titis pro.
guis. The Syneti ivili permit thum, how-
eTer, te state srne addiraonal facts in proof
ttrhis position that eur ou'n branch of the
Cburrh is et iuast kuuping pace with othurs
ià ibis respect.

ht ivili bu remembereti by the maembers
cf thu Svnod that te Comrnitcee were ap-
pointcd"to watch ovor tihe progress of the
novemeut daring the yuar, te endeaveurto
Sllcct celiable information, andti c lay the

1

sanie beforps the Synoti at hta ncxt meeting..
In obedience te these instructions your
Committeea few menthe ago addrusserl cieir
annual curcular te every session, asking for
any infermation it was ini their powver ce
give. Une was sent ce eaeh Moderater.

The Commnittee regret uxeedingly that
only alieut ene-third cf thesu circniars have
been answered, andi the Synoti il therefere
be able te jcrdge wiîether or net under such
circunistances the statements eof their Comn-
micteecan bu at all as complete as desirable.
What makes the matter worse for us is,
chat we have buen favoreti with reports
froux onty about orie-hait eof the congrega-
tions wlîich have atiopteti the sysceni, an&
might tbcrufore bu supposuti te be able te
spealk te most purpose upon the subjeet. On
account ot' the fewness cf the ansîvers te,
thusu cireulars 'vu have been compelleti te
fali back upon the publisked statisties cf
the Churcit for thu past year for a large
sorion cf thu tacts whieh we are about te.

Se farasyonr Comruittee aeauarn frorriall
che sources of information undur their band,
46 cengregations dupoud upon the systeun,
efwueekiy offerings pure anti simple, or chu
svsrum slightly modified, for their funds.
Quice a uneber cf thesu colleet ail fctnds
for ucclesiastical purjoses iu titis way. A
larger number, however, tievote theirfeSab-
bath offerings te funtis for congregational
purposus. It wili bu observedtfi at tlîis
gives us an increasu of 10 congregations
during thu year.

Froni the statistiral table yonr Comniitte
luarn the eheering taet chat net onu et' the

cougreg"tions wvhich have reportudti en
seives ns tiepunduat upon the wuukiy offer-

ings for supplies, and which have beeu
setîti during thc whoe year, has paiti
tlîeir pester less thnn hli been premised.
Indcci ne fewur titan 6 have advancedin
tire ameunt of salai-y which they have paiti,
and Uie aclvance bas varieti froin $13 te
$200.

0f the 45 congregations in tite Churcit
which. haLve contxtbuted te eveîv coet'f out
schemes, 2o.practise 'weekly efféring. Onu
eft' hese, the une indieed witich bas li the
longesc training iu ther syssuxu, poureri into
te treasury of thu Churcit during the past

,yuar for for bier six principal schemus the
sum of S636, buing an average cf muore
chan $100 for uacb, giving for the Synod
Fund $1 2, for the Payspnnq. $42, for Edu-
cation, $101, for the Supplementary Funti,
$133, fer the Reine Mission, $139, andi for
chb.ereign .Missien $21. Anothur whichi
ives bora andi bas been brouçght up se far
under thu Systeca hans contributeti for the
saine objects respectively, $30, $70, $388,
$300, $316, anti $400, inaIl $1504, or on
an averag et $350 te each.
luth besicesthe 20belonging tetitelistof


