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Entomological Zepavtment.

Tho Sheop Maggot Fly.

At a mecting of tho American Iustituse, held in
Yow York last May, a paper on this troublesons
insect was read Ly the Hon. L. A. Mownill, as fol-
lows :—

¢ Sheep dwiing the summer menths ame subjeclad
to extremo anuoyance from flics, principally Istris
Ouis or gad-fly, and the seseral vanetics of worm, o1
maggot flies.  Fino woolled sheep from the compact.
ness of their wool, do not sutfer from the attacks of
the latter, unless from acours or wounds, but the
nglish long-woolled varieties are especially exposed.
The insccts passing under the name of fly, though
most troublesome in July and August, attack sheep
from May to September inclusive, depositing their
€ggs among the wool, in general about the tail, the
roots of the horns, or any part which atfords, from its
filthy condition, a prospect of suitable provision for
the maggot. When the eggs aro hatched, a process
which is, in sultry weather, alizost instantancous,
the maggot invades the skin, and speedily brings the
adjacent parts into a fit state for the reception of
succeeding members of its species. The backs of

long-woolled sheep, aro from their exposure, more
liable to be selected by the flies a8 a receptacle for
their eggs than the corresponding garh insuch asare
covercﬁy a short, thickﬁoece. No sooncr has the
maggot begun its operations than tho sheep becomes
uncasy and restless, rubbing itself on tences and
troes, and cendeavoring by every means in its power
to free itself from the annoyance. Teased by the
constant irritation, fever soon sets1n, and if the sheep
is not relieved by the shepherd's aid, death will
inevitably follow :

“It isonly a few years since that attention has been
drawn to the histury of the wnseet pests which orige-
nate the mischief. Ina valuable paper, contanung
the results of obseivations made on th:s subject n
the highlands of Scotland, and published in the Quar-
terly Journal of Agriculture, they aro thus deseribod ¢
““ The flies wluch avo so tronblesomne to sheep, con-
sist of four species, viz, : The Muscar Ceaser Cada-
veina, Vomitorio, aud Carnara, of Linnaus,  Muscar
Ceaser is of a shiming green color ; Muscar Cadare-
vina, the thorax shinmg bluish, the abdomen gieen,
like the Ceaser ; Muscar Vomilorio, thorax Dblack,
or dark blué gray, abdomen dark, glossy blue ; this
is the common blue-bottle, or flesh fly ; Muscar Car-
naria, gray ; the thorax has three Dlack longitudinal
markings on the upper surface ; the abdomen is
checkered. Inallinstanceathogreen flieswere thefirst
to attack, and this is the common opinion among
shepherds.  After a time, when the maggots com-
menced gnawing the flesh, the putnid stench winch
was thoreby occasioned attractod other species.  The
blue-bottle was very common, more numerous than
both the former specics, and perhaps contributed
most to accelerate tito death of the amimal, after the
others had commenced In five days after the larve
aro hatched, they arrive at full growth, provided
they have plenty of food ; they then cease to cat,
and seck to assume the pupa state, crawling under
the ground two or three inches. Here they remam
about fourtoen days, whea the shell cracks, and the
imago, or fly, appears. Tho correctncss of this
description’of their transforination Blacklock attests,
from having watched thicir habits during his anatomi-
zal pursuits.in the summer months. To ward off the
attacks of flies, various substances obnoxious to them
bave been recommended, Tar, with spirits of tur-
pentine, may be applied about the ears, horns, and
tail ; while others p efer & littleo melted butter or
1ard, thickened with flour of sulphur, put nlonﬁg the
sheep’s back, which is, on_the authority of Blacklock,
an etfectual preventive. 1 have preforred a mixture
of tar and turpentine to anything else, as nothing is
80 abhorent to all insccts as the odor of turpentine.
Sheep Tarmers cannot bo too vigilant during the sum.
mer months, and if any of their flocks aro aflected
with scowrs or wounds, they should be got up without
any delay and tie above application made. Tams
should be stall more closely watched, especially the
Saxons and Merinos, whase puganceous tempers in-
clino them so frequently to Dbattle, often inflicting
wounds around the bases of the horns which are
ceitan to eall the flies.  Many valuable rams have
been lost from this causo, which watchfulness might
have provented.

Noxious Insocls.

The Hessian-lly ( Cecidommag destinet3r ) has made
i3 appearauce m the neighborhaa tof London, Ont,,
and has done a great deal of injury to the spring
wheat.,  The Colowalo bzetle (Doryphora dscem-
lineata) is very abundant throughout Western On.
tario, but, we ave happy to say, is being well kept
down by the intelligent favmers of that distriet, who
wage an exterminating war upon 1t with Pavis oen,
In its castern progress it has nearly traverssl the
Province of Ontaria, but vot yet insaflicient numbuig
to occasion much diminution in the potato crop. To
the south-east wo learn that it hav invaded Mary land
and Dennsylvania. In the neighborhood of london
and Guelph, Ont., we observe, with great regret,
that the locust trees arc being rapidly dustroyed by
the ravages of the borer ( Arhopalus robinie, Forster).
Young Apple and Mountain Ash trees are alsosuffer.
ing groviously from the attacks of the Zuprestrs
borer (Chrysobothris femorata, Fabr) About Tort
Hope, Ont., this summer, the Forest and Amerioan
Tent caterpillars ( Clisiocampa sylvatica and Amrri
cana) have been more than usually nunerous aud
destructive.—Canadian Entomoloyiat.

ANTS ox LaAwSs have been checked by using tour
of sulphur where boiling water cannot be used.

Perris Rap.e.—This destructive pest of the cabbage
and allied piants has now come as far west as Port
Hope ; it is almost as abundant in our garden as the
common Colias philodice. No doubt it"will proceed
as far as Toronto before the close of thescason. Wo
have not yet perceived any particular depredation
from its larve in the kitchen garden, but we fear that
we shall not long enjoy this immunity. —Conadiun
Entomologist, t ‘

Po1soNING BY, PLANTS AMD INskcTs.—A standing
antidote for poison by oak, ivy, efc,, is to take a,
handfal of quick-lime, dissolve at in water, let it}
stand half an hour, then paint the poison parts with
it. Three or four applications will never fail to cure
the most aggravated cascs.  Doison from becs, bor-
nets, spider bites, cte., is instantly arrested by the
application of equal paits of common salt and bicar-
bonate of soda, well rubbed in on the place bitten or
stung.—Loston Jowr nal of Chomists .
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