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Chose Factories,
To lie litor of TuE CANAiA FAiRMEn:

S:n, -I pr"tnised in a former communication, sone
renarks on the cheese factories, as they are ternied,
im the Stage of New% York. In doing se I mist con-
firne myself te the general principles involvel in the
system, more particuiarly as compared %vilth private
diirws, for tu enter on the inuitrtiar. of practice,
i ould require match space, even if I thouglit myself
competent te the task.

In mny recent trip te the States I had an opporturnity
of iintg Se ural iceese faretories !li aire ount;es cf
Oneida and Utsego, and a fen of the best prvare
dairies in the cotnty of Ilerkimer ; In the latter,
American cheese ntaking may be said te have origin-
atet, as a special branch of agriculture. lerkinter
cheese has long been celebrated for excellence of
quality, anti in no other part of the State have
private dairies te sruch superiority and systematic
management. It was not l this cournty, however,
tiat this factory system look Ils rise, and private
dairies still prevail almost exclusively. Ilerkimer
cheese continues to command the highest prices, from
the peculiar excellence of ils erda and pastures, and
the great pains bestowed on this department of rural
economy. I was told, however, by some of the best
diairymen, liraI if the fac tory system wras thoroutghly
Introduced, they bad little doubt that in lime it wrfld
be gencrally accepted.

About twelve years Pince Mr. Williame, of Oneida
county, conceived the idea of applying the principlé
of co-operation and division of labour. whieh ba
proved se eminently sctcessfmul in manufacturing
pursuits. te the department of the dairy. and he
sucreeded in persuading a number of neigihbourinZ
farmers te send their milk te a common depot, wihere
the whole might be converted into cheese ipon mort
economical and systenatical principles than the bes
regulated private dairies coutid commandi. This was
the tirst cheese factory establisied in the States. and
it is now said that the couraty of Oneida alone, har
about forty of such establislhments, the number o
cows te each varying fromt three hundred te onc
thousand. In other counties the syste has made e
great advance, and I am told tlita it la attractinl
attention in the diffarent States, where the dairy
formas a prominent Icattre of their agriculture.

Now what are the priInciples ant advantages in
volved in these cheese factories? First, thereare th
usual benefits arising from associated capital and
labour on a definite plan ; and il is maintained tha
a better and cheaper article, far more uniforrm ir
quality, is made In this way, than can be produced i
small private dairies. Cheese making is a dlicate
I may almost say scientific operation, requiring
room or building properly situated and arranged, vitl
the most approved apparatus and appliances, witi
no small amouint of experience and skill t corndue
the operations with economy and success. Now il i
manifest tiat in most private dairies, even of the bes
description. some of these conditions will be occasion
ally absent. Sickness, difliculty of getting sullicien
and reliable help, the necessity sometimes occurrin
for withdrawing attention and labour from the dairy
te special emergencies of the farna; these and othe
defects incidentail te private establishments. th
factory system, in a great measure, remedies. It ia
been fout, te, in the dairy districts of N. Y., tiat th
constant labour and care imposetd on females hiav
most injuriously affected their health. Soie of ti
operations involved in clheese making requaire th
strength of men, but in ordinary farim dairies the
are usually inposed on womentn, te their evident tis
coinfort and detriment. Nou rpon the modern plan
sorne half dozen persons of both sexes are capable o
making into cheese the milk of a thousand cows, ltt
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relicving te female portion of the farmers' fîaily
from what is net unrrequîtently felt to be exhaustive
and injurious labour.

Cheese factory associations ntay bc organized by
ton, twenty, or more farnera, according te the number
of cows kept try each, living witiin a convenient,
distance of each other. Il lm tnaai for some one or
more te erect the necessary building, and furnish the
utensils and Ilanrq te carry on the operation of mak-
ing the cheese at a fixed rate. Tiat rate is one cent
a pound; an anettut wihicht, it the present state of
American finances, atd the mtch inrercased price of
cieese, is thorght t e ic Insufilcient. The whey
ttsttally belongs te onners of the factory, and is feti
te pigs and occasionally to cows. Farmers connected
wviit te factory send in their milk at regular hours,
morning and evening, which ls cither tmeasured or
weigired, and the restlt carefilly entered into a book.
Sonetimes one or two persons wiili cntract with the
rest te dleliver ail the milk at a fixed rate. The nilk-
fron the different dairies is put le, one or more
vats, and a board of directors or com..ttt"e, tippointedi
by the membera, decide at regula. intervala from the
retrrrts of milk, and the amount of ceese obLined,
the proportion belonging te each. The cheese, ailer
atta'tring te ailcient ripeneas, is soldi y lite directore
te lire agents et' wIroieàaic denier.q, antI lthe antotitt
paid to each member. DealerN prefer factory cecese
te litat of private dairies, as they consider il on the
whole te bc of better anti more uniform quality, and
therefore offer a higher price. Besides both time and
expense are saved te dealers or their agents, in patr-
ciastng large ttantties atfatctories, instead ofirai ing
' i ust a greial nurmber of private dairies, or attend
different and distant markets. Tihese are some of the
prneipal advantages of the factory system, wihich is
steadily, il not rapidly, ntaking its way lm the dairy
districts.

The only objections wih I 'heard may be st-
marily stated. A comttont one, se often applied
against al improvements, a disinclination te change
old ways ani habits. This, however, toes notappear
te apply te the American people in any thing ike
the same degrece as it dlues e tihe older coruntries of
Europe. The milk of sene dairies mtay Ie above or
below the ordmiary standard. arisirg fron differences
ait pasîrtre. breetîs of coiws, &c. Anti itt aone in-
.gtatices rte milk inay arrie at the factory tinter or
toc far acidificd. fromt want, tf proper tleanigness in
the ttensils in whici il is coni ey ed. It other cases,
which are but rare, Il is blieved acttal adulteration
tasbeen made by adding water, &c. t matters net
ainays atltmitung f reaty ttetecuon. Of cor-se such
milk affects injtrioursly the commun stock, botih as to
the quantity anti quraiy ofelicees n ihich it yields,
and gives rise to feelings ani dlisputIeg,!ot in harmony
witi tire well weorking of the institution. It is dilt-
ficultt te sec how smune of these objections can bc
ftly met. but by excliuding persons from the factory
.1.ho N ilfuîli commit fratd, or disregard those salitlary
conditions -go essential to the welfare of the whole
body ofstockholder . I am inclined te think, how-

t ever, that in practice these difficulties but rarely
occur. The Surperiteinafdent of the works bas t,ery
motive tu ase iis best energies for lie interess of the
Asociation , bis profes.ioial tharacter and the status

f of bis establishment very naterially dependti upon the
e value of the article produceI.

It is savted that cheese mtaking cannot be advanta
geously carried on as a speciaity in factories, wiît
less than 400 cows; I fouat mani of them with fron
five to seven and eight hundred. The expense o

. making checese diminisies somttewiat in proportion t
e te inetcase of the amournt of business. The build

ings need net be expensive ; they are made et wood
t in the ordinary way of farta structures. I saw non

with basements-underground places are net con
isidered favourable for curing cheese. The vats mos

approved of are those made by Ralph, & Co., Utica
a which admit the uiformn warming of the milk wit

an extrordinary small quantity of fuel. The presse
which I saw, were of the simplest character, consist

t ing of a short iron screw, with wooden frame an
platforn. A ce pious stpply of pure sp ring wate

t mut bc regardeT as one of the essential condition
- of a factory site ; anti a rmnaing streat is preferabl

te a weil. The buildings and nccessary itensils fo
g a dairy consisting of tive or six uatindred cows, migh
, probably be erected for about ten or twelve hnrtndre
r dollars.
e The question arises could cheese factories bc pro
s fitably introdiced into Canada? Withoutattemptin
e a dognatical decision, I ry express myself favou
e able te tie afirmative. riJ some of the central an
e eastern 1,arts of Canada, where lie soit is nattrall
e adapted te grass and grazing, and where cheese la t
y some extentalready manie, the system is certuinl

-entitied to fuîl and favourable consideration. W
have a few excellent private dairies on a pretty larg

f scale in the Province, ltat produce a good article
s but on the whole but little can bc said in favou
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either or the quantity or hlie qtality of our cheese.
Instead of being importera of Ibis article there ap-
pears no good reason why we ltould not beextensive
exporters. It is to be hopet that ttch of our farmrts
as may bc favourably situated for carrying ont this
enterprize will give It an eanct andi impartial
consideration.

I must draw to a close this, perhaps nlready tno
long an epistle. by observing that afler passing
through parts of the Statet of New York, Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, I returned
witi a deep impression of the vast reseourrces of this
portion of the American Union. In cach of these
States are to bc seen farms and gardens tiat will not
tinfavotrably compare with the best rortions of
Europe. The material progress has been truly
wonderftl. Let tts hope and pray for a specdy andl
enduring peace, and that a people se abunuiantly
blessed by Providence, may enter upon a new and
uninterrupted career of prosperity and happiness.

Yotrs truly,
GEO. BUCKLAND.

University*College, Sept. 21, 1864.

The Shepherd'a 8og,

1,; ail montatiin sheep farmi the shepherd's dog
iacte a very promrent part, and especally on the
rocky moiunrrram ef Cumberland, where travelling in
difficult at ail titmes, even te the ironshod shepherd.
but mot go in frost and snow, wien huntdreds or
acres whichr the shepherd ought daily te Inspect, may
bc so !.iippery and dangerots as te gretti limit hi
excursions. Thotugh at ail times the dog s services
are indispensible. on sutch emergencies he will Borne-
tines do the work of tiwenty persons In patiently
bringing down sheep from places almost inaccessible
te tat unter any condition.

The Cuniberland sheep-dog is in noi way dencient
in intelligence anti s•igacity, but may compote witit
ihis conpeers of any courntry, and thougi the selling
price or a tr of ordinary qualifications tlcs net
rane itgittr titan 2MJ. te 40-1., titere arc ntany sirop-
iherîs t ho ntould iaitke any sacriflce short of life
raittr aian part % ithr a good dog at any price. One
or more s4heep. and even a cow, have been offered
and refused. In fact, first-rate slheep.logs arc net te
bc bougit. They nay ie reared or botght young,
andi nay furi out iwell, but no shepherd of standing
wilt dispos, of iris favourite on any terms; even when
broken idown by adversity, the dog is the lat chattle
he storms of life compel a feeling man te part with,

anI then not ivithout evident sorrow. Weil migbt a
popttar writersay-" Without the shepherd'sdogthe
mourntinous land in England and Scotiand woulid net
bc worth a sixpence.*' It would require more bands
te manage a flock of sheep, gather them from the

ills, force thett !iet houses and folds and drive thera
to market. than the profits of the whole woud tbc
capable of maintaining. And thourgh tiis may bc
more true as regards the wild and headstrong black-
faced ieep of the Scottish Mountains, it la asO cor-
rect as applied to Our own ; and most of the difficul-

- lies of gathering anti driving will vanish In the pre-
Ssence f a rcally good dog. Thesheepseemtoknow,

as if by instinct, before theyhave been many minutes
f under the charge of such a dog, ihat all their efforts
o te break away arc fruitless, lut the flock bc ever se
- wihl and numnerons, or the field of operations ever so
d rtgged anti unfavourable. Itis surprising to observe
e what cunnig a drove of pitre Herdwicks will sone-
- limes exiibit in their efforts te baffle an ill-trained
t dog.

While the driving or gathering grounI is faveur-
t able te the dog, ail goes on well enough; but no
s sooner do the wily creatures discover a suitable op-

portunity than perhaps one or two break off on one
side, and whie the dog attempta te head them, others

r steai away in different directrons on the other aide;
t while the dog attends te thera, the mischief incrpases,
e and nearly the whole flock will disperse, te the utter
r discomfiture and amazement of the dog ; but, If at this
t jtuncture the tactics of a clever dog are brought to
d bear on the flock. in an astonishing short period the

whole of litera willbc subduedand brought into order,
- andm ibe drivenwithoutdifficultyso long as the mas-
g ter spirit iswithin cati. Some doge have the faculty or

discovering selep when bttried te a considerable
i depth inder the snow, as happens occasionailly. À
y dog possessed of this quality as of immediate value,
o equal te the amount of sheep he releàses or marks.
y A single dog has been known te point out unerringly
e the locality of inny scores of drifted sheep in a day,
e even whien several of them were at a depth below the
, reach of the shepherd's snow-pole.-Enaglish .Agrictid-
r fural Journal.


