>

,

881

THE CANADIAN HEE JOURNAL.

o T e A
-

Decemser 4

Sending Baes by the Pound by Mall.

OT two months ago we were the
I@ recipients of some most beautifully
% pathetic langyage at.the hands of
the railway mail clerks on our
local line of railway. “And their lan-
guage was_ plentifully seasoned with
‘‘cuss-words’ too. Do you all want to
heax why ? Simply because a half
dozen little bees escaped out of a
. broken queen cage, sent from this office,
and walked over the backs of the hands
of the mail clerks, with their Hot_little]
feet, just half a dozen! But the edict
went forth that if such a thing occurred
again the heads of the Post Office De.
partment should hear of it and we’ all
know about what we would have to
look for then. Think, then, for a2 mo-
ment of our chances if a whole pound
should get loose and roll out of a sack,
and turn in and help distribute the mail.
Our advice is “ don’t fool with edged
tools,” and discourage the practice in
others every possible chance.
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The -Man or the Hive, Which?

; ROM the numerous . quetions asked, and
\&/ tkehosts which are clamoring for the best
hive, it woald seem that all one had to do

Root's, Heddon's, Shuck’s, or some other good
hive, to meet with certain success in apiculture.
No matter how poorly attended to, if we only
have a good hive we :certainly have hnney.
From the many failures in 2 bee business, and
the shipwreck ending in disaster ¢f so many
that ttarted out joyously wlen embarking in
the business, it will seem as if they depended
more on usiug, or Luviag their bees in good
hives tlan they did on anything e¢lse. While a
gcod hive has much to do with the results of
bedu:e.ping.'theman- Las mucli more to do with
# success or failure Do men buy chouice stock
of ary kind and tlen kt them  tahe care of
themselies, expicting a profit fromethem.? No,
they spare no pains to have tl:em pragerly cared
for, and ywive them every chance in their power
that tends towards success. Tet tLose same
=en will eXpect a large iacowe frora bees if
they only Lave them in good Lives, if they do

* not do anything for tkem cnce in six_ menths,

'fhe idea that “bees werk for nuthing and board
themsclves” must be badisked from our thoughis

was to get one of Langstroth's, Jones',.

brains enoygh to know that he must leave no
stons unturned that tends towards success. .A
good hive in tke hands of such a man is 4
power which rolls up tons of honey and shows
to the mass of people that there is money ia-
the business. Sucha man will have his bees in
readiness for the honey harvest when it comes, =
and do things injjust the right time to secure
the best results. I am often aske!, *what dd.
vantage has a movable frame hive over a box
hive 2 Much, every way, in th: handsofa
skillful apiarist, but none whatever with the
man who never handles the frames to take ad.
vantage of the benefitsto be derived from them,
such as spreadiog the brood in the spring, mak-
ing the strqng help the weak, giving stores fo
the needy, taken from those having an abund.
,ance, cutting out queen cells to keep from ruin.
ous over-swarming, etc., etc. What are the
movable frames good for if not for the above
purposes, and yet we have those all over ‘the
country that do not take a frame out of a hive
once a year, who call themselves bec-keepers,
and wonder why they don't succeed as Mr. A.
does. They. bave the same hives thLey ake sore, |
We come aleng scme morning and say, *Good
morning, friend B., how do the bees prosper 2"
“Pretty well, [ guess, I have lifted the hives and
they are all quite hedvy. See here, lif this one.
“Welift,. There, is not that a'gdod cne?> I |
get Icts of hcney from that onme tiis seascn,”
We step to the entrance and there is scarcely a
ce flyicg. We ask, “*how many square inches
of brood is there in this huve?” < Oh I don't
know. Thave not had theframes qat since the
bees were put in the hive. Ido nct believe in
fassing with bees as Mr. . does.” Thus we
flad pleaty of bee-keepers, or those calling them-
sclves su.h, all over the lund. Is it any won-
der thut we have plenty of candidates for blast-
ed h:p,.s > Mr. I. dces not seem to realic: that
it is just sbis “fassing’’ as be calls it, of Mr. A.,
which makes his suczess so much greater than
his own. I Jo not want it understood that a
persen is 10 k2ep continually overhauling his
bees to make bee keeping succesaful, for we

| have sume that go'nearly as much to this ex-

trene as Mr. B. dces in letting his entirely
alone. No, rot that, What I mean is, ghat
when a gain is to be made by -looking inside of,
a bee-hive, do i, and at just the tim2 when it is
neeled , not socme other time when more harm
than good will te the result of the manipulation.
Spread %% brosd at just the right time, strength-
en weak cclonies at such a time as it will bene-

fit ttem, wi.hout in any ‘\va’y interfering with the

Léfore we secure mu:h benefit from tEem. ~ Suc. | Work of the strozger from which you take the
cessful’ bee-keeping meahs wbrk ‘for man with ,-brood, put on the sections when there is honey




