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GREAT BATTLES OF
THE WORLD.

REPORTED BY MEN WHO WITNESSED THEN.

BENDIGO AND BURKE.

A Notable Battle That Was Fought Fifty-
five Years Ago
the articles, William
** Deaf
yeive
ttingham on Shrove Tuesday,
It was decided to pitch
Applehy as possible, and
[t have the men in the ring
clock.  In the interim all sorts
of vehicles were prossed into the service,
horses were at o high promiu®, and the
wost ludicoous shifts were made to pro
oure yances,  In some  instances
mourning conches, and even a hearse,
were irreverently brought into use, while
nigs of the most unseemly deseription
diawn from their privacy  and
wd hy being hooked ns leaders to
chaises, or harnessed to any out
the-way kind of vehicle that fortune die
tated.  Beds and other accommodation
were also difficult to procare, and, as in
times of yo hundreds, de necossitate,
sat up all night to be up early in the
morning.
Long before dawn on Tuesday multi
tudes were progressing towards A\bplvh)‘
wk the assemblage in
domicile was immense.

ACCORDING o
mpson, wlias Bendigo, and

Th

Burke were to meet within thi
wiles of N
Feb. 12th, 1839,
the rin,

near
e

were

v
arrival of w cavaleade of **
from the direction of Leicestor,
which gave the signal for loparture, as in
and upon these were the patrician sup

o
until the
drags

porters of the Deaf 'un. It was nearly
Wlf-pust twelve hofore the actual arrival
kuown, and at that
caleulation, there

5,000 persons present
of all degrees, the aristociacy forming ne
inconsiderble portion e INeX
plicable delay it wanted only a quarter to
one when Burke d the ving, st
tended by King Dick and Jackson, and if
goud humor snd eonfidence could be
taken as indications of success his friends
had no reasor gruwbl While wait
ing for the arrival of Bendigo an incident
veew which produced  considerable
lnughter ; it was the oach of u well
dressed and not unlikely woman, who,
iy her way through the well-packed

avens, and, seizing the Desd ‘un by the
hand as an old acquaintance, wished him
success, and, but for the intervening rope,
would no doubt have nbrace.
She then seated herself in front of the
inner cirele, minl waited the issue of the
battle, subscquently cheoring her favor

ite throughout his exert Shortly
afterwards  Bendigo  wade bis salawn
amidst_deafening_ shouts nded  hy
Peter Taylor and Nick Wa , walk
ing up to Burke. shook him heartily by

the hand. The men then commenced

their toilets, and on being stripped to |

their drawers a f much conten
tion  arose ;  Bendigo, exnmining
Burke's drawers, discovered a belt |-.uuﬁ
his waist, which he insisted should be
taken off. In vain did Burke and his
friends assure him it was merely a belt to
sustuin o truss which

ject

quence of & rupture,
his waist, was of no importance ; in vain,
too, did the referee

pronounce it to be
perfectly fair ; lleml;go was not to be
driven from his point, and it was not till
the obnoxious helt was taken off that he
was satisficd. The belt was exhibited,
and fully corrohorated the opin

referee as to ita perfect inutility as
means of defence

of the |

l

The signal had been given, the men

THE ADVOCATE.

| equal vigor and good will. Bendigo,

and out of the ring. (The fight b 1 T

threw off their great cvats, snd, advan- | rather wild at the end, closed, and after a  Insted sixteen minutes ; the Deaf ‘uy had

cing to the seratch, thew themselves into
position ; and now, for the first time, a
erficinl estiniate of their condition
Id be formed. Burke presented all
that fine muscular development for which
he is famed, but he was pale, and it
struck us most foreibly that his flesh
wanted that firmness and

to the uttain
which he passed his time was anything
but conducive ; still he was playful and
contident, and regarded his adversary
with a look Nscious sriority
Bendigo, in point of museularity, was in
ferior to Burke, espocially inthe shoulders,
arms, and neck, but he appeared in per
condition, and fivw s iron lI‘)u-
color of his skin was healthful ; his coun
tennnce exhibited perfect self-possension,
and wore an casy smile of confidence
The current odds, on setting-to, were six
to four on Burke, with plenty of takers
In Nottingham, where the physical qual
s of Bendigo were better known, the
odddds had been as low as tive to four

THE FlGHT

Round 1. The position of Burke was
ensy and unconstrained e stood rather
square, his left foot in advan d his
arms well up, as if waiting for hin suta
gonist to break ground. Bendigo, on
the contrary, dropped his right shoulder,
stooped o little, and, right foot most,
seemed prepared to let fly left or right as
the opportunity offered.  After a little
manouvring, he made a eatching feint
with his left, but found the Deaf' un im
wovably on his guard. They changed
ground, both ready. when Bendigo let go
his right, and caught Burke on the ribs,

leaving  visible impression of his
knuckles.  More manccuvring.  Bendigo
tried his left, but was stopped. The
Deaf 'un popped in his right, and caught
Bendi; the ear, but soon had  slap
in return from Bendigo's right, under the
eye, s straight ws an arrow.  (Cheers for
e foth steady.  Dendigo made
tw eints with his left, but did

t draw the Deaf ‘un.  Each evidently
weaning wischief, and getting closer to.
wether. unter hits with the left, when
both, by mutual consent, got to s rally,
and severe hits, right and loft, were ex
changed.  The Deaf'un closed, but Ben
digo brol ny, snd turning round re
newed the rally.  Heavy exchanges fol
lowed, when they again closed, and trying
for the full both went down in the cor-
ner.  (There was a ery of first blood from
Bendigo's left ear ; but, though very red
n's  visitations, the
referee, who examined it, decided there
was no olaret. )

2. Both wen showed the symptoms o
the **dit ponted * in the last round,
although no great mischicf was done, nor
was there much advantage booked, each
having given as good as he got. The
Deaf 'un resumed his defonsive position,
and was steady,  Bendigo agnin tried the
feint with his left. evidently desirous of
leading off with his right, but the Deaf 'un
wiss awake to this dodge, and Fn‘unod.
The Deaf 'un tried his right, but was
stopped. After s pause, during which the
men shifted their ground, Bendigo let yo
his left, but was prettily stopped 'Te
WA Ore S ul with his right. and
eaught the Deaf’ un a stinger under the
eye. The straightness and quickness of
- ok right-hand deliveries were now con-
spicuous.  Counter hits, right and left,
followed, and the Deaf 'un showed a
slight tinge of claret on the mouth, but it
was not elaimed. The Deaf 'un now made
up his mind for a determined rally, and
to it they went ding-dong; the stops,
hits, and returns, right and left, were
severe, and no Hinching. Bendigo again
wheeled round, but the Deaf 'un was with
him, and the rally was renewed with

of

E
=

| sharp struggle, hoth down. (The Deaf

"ui's chere armie, before alluded to,
cheered him, but, indifferent to her bland-
| ishments, he was carried to his corner
piping & little from the severity of his
exertion.  Bendigo, on reaching his cor
| ner, seemed froshest, and exhibited less
mpression from the blows which he had
received than his antagonist.)

3. Both came up strong on their
but the Deaf’ un's fuce, ospeci
left cheek, was grontly Yo g
marks and tokeus of searching deliveries
were visible. The Deaf 'un lovked serious,
and coughed axif the contents of his pud
ding-bag were not altogether satisfied with |

exposed. Spar ashort time, when
Bendigo let go his right, hut was stopped ;
it was w hewvy hit, and the sound of the
clashing kuuckles was distinctly heard.
Well-meant blows on both side stopped.
The Deaf ‘un agnin coughed.  Again vid
the Deaf "un stop Bendigo's right, but did
not attempt to return now soemed
to guin a little more co ence, and ex
hibited  few of his hanky-panky tricks,
making a sort of Merry Andrew dance ;
but his jollity was soon stopped, for Ben-
digo popped in his left and right heavily,
and got away. The Deaf 'un changed
countenance and was more serious ; Ben
digo again tried his Jeft-handed feints and
was rendiest to fight, but the Deaf 'un
stood quiet,  (Kven bets offered on Ben
digo.)  Bendigo closed in upon his man,
who waited on the defensive; but his
defensive system was inexplicable, for
Bondigo jobbed him four times in sucoes
sion with the right under the left oye,
the old spot, jumping away each t
without an attempt st return on the part
of the Deaf 'un, and producing » fearful
hillock on the Deaf ‘un's cheek-hone,
The Deaf 'un seemed paralysed by the
nging severity of thess repested visita-
tions wnd his frionds called on him to go
inand fight. He made an sttempt with
his right, bt was short ; at lust he rushed
to a rally, and some heavy hits wore ex
changed ; Bendigo retreated, but kept
hitting on the retreat. The deliveries
wore rapid wid numerous, but those of
the Deaf 'un did not tell on the hard
frontispiece of his opponent. They broke
awny, but again j,}:uml insue, and the rally
was renewed y g hits, right
and left, from Bendigo were terrifie, and
the Deaf "un’s nose began to weep blood
for the state of his left oglo, which was
now fast closing, (The question of first
hlood was now decided.)  Bendigo broke
. the Deaf "un following, but
. collecting  himself, jobbed
severely, the Deaf "un apparently making
no return, and almost standing to receive,
| oked  round and ned  almost
stupefiod, but still he kept his legs, when
Bendigo went in and ropeated his right
handed jobs again and again; he then
| closed, guve the Denf 'un the crook, threw
him, and fell on him.  (The seconds im-
muliMal‘f took up their men, and both
showed distress, especially the Deaf "un,
who wa obviously sick, but ecould not re-
lieve his stomach, although he tried his
finger for that purpose.  All were aston-
{ished at his sluggishness,  He seemed
| completely hothered, and to have lost all
power of reflection and judgment. )

| 4.~The Deaf 'un now came up all the
| worse from the effects of the last ructling
!mund. while Bendigo scarcely showsd a
| seratch.  The seconds of the Deaf
ealled on him ** to go in and Ial‘l;d
obeyed the cll, but again had i
right on his damaged Bendigo

peeper.
on the retreat, hitting as he stepped

'Mlthl
back, but steadying himself he eaught
the Deaf "un on the nose with his right,

and went his pimple flying back wards with
the force of the blow. The Deaf 'un
rushed in, hitting left and right, and in
getting back Bendigo fell over the ropes

pins, |
the | !

the disturbance to which they hud |nm-n‘
fi

all the worst of it, although Bendi

N

| from his exertions exkibited trifting sy,
all his cloverness seemed to have loft iy
in the close both went down, I,
but his friends secuid ;
eyl Jongeny o oye was
the Deaf 'un trying for the fall, but afiy
.
hut no takers.)
tried the rush ; he rattled in to his
e
struggle, was thrown.  The moment 1),
him, looking an

toms of distress.)
b.—The Deaf "'un camwe up boldly, by
Hendigo, steady, wus first to fight, py,
ping in his rvight ; exchanges followe
and
uppermost
** Drops of brandy” were triu i
Douf ‘un,
ped down on their luck
he came up courngeously, altho:
Counter-hitting, in which lhmhr "
was on the old spot. A close st the rop
I
g both went down and
(Three to one on
7.~ The Deaf 'un's loft eye was 1o o
durk as Erebus, and as a last resoo
without waiting for the attack, bu
close, after exchange of hits and 4 s
Doaf 'un was picked up he cried * Fo
and nasertod that Bendigo had huti
referce for
there wis

i
in his favor ; by
» pretence for the chuige, 1
wious igo merely jerke
hack his head to relieve himself frou i
grasp. Like **a drowning wan, howeve
it was obvious he was anxious to ol
at s straw.”
8. —The Deaf 'un showed woeful pu
ishment in the physog, although not o
Again did ho make a despairing rus
-h-l.pm“ Bendigo's right, but in the «
ond attempt he wus not so fortunate,
Bendi - muzaled, closed and this
him.

9.1 Deaf "un's game was now cley
ly all but up, for while he showed s
prominent proofs of the severity of b
antagonist's visitations to his nob, th
Intter was but little the worse for we
The Deaf 'un, however, wiis determin
to cut up well, aud again rattled in i

t, Bendigo retreating and Jobbig

pumating the fight t
prolonging it to sub
shuent and the mo
ecided defeat ; and
lined to this concly
wn's readiness to cly
of Bendigo in the ne
incing proof that h
o its nature and e
empt was subseque
ith the referee on
ecision, for the p
be charncter of the

rit of discor
his was not
ol winong these
hich some of our
v but too willi
ely, at all even
magle, ” n practics
st be opp
pied in the conte
dtwenty minutes,
rner battles was by
hed in the face,
, for all Bendigo
ight, were s stea
imight from  the
heir destination, T
ts on his part, and
sides wei o fow o

swed, und at length hitting his
pimple. The Deaf 'un, with one b
and one knee on the umunlt‘i; Tooked up
and would not repeat the blow,
perfect coolness and self-possession

stressed, still came up with  deteruin

ation to produce » change if |
ting left and right, but recei :’I
inhu in return.  He forced Bendigo

| him in that posi ately buttel

| him twice, when both went down in t
ately eried ** Foul!” and appealed to f
referee, who refused to give any decisin
pires.  He stepped int

| he was followed by the un

| declared that Burke had butted, and i)
therefore Bendigo was entitled to the el
say, the umpire of the Denf 'un, althout|
anxious to protect his interests, s

n with a right-handed blow o th
but Bendigo stood steadily look:
10, and Inst.The Deaf 'un, gresty
in-fighting.  He rushed into )
his back against the ropes, and, as e b
i Julil
| struggle for the fall.  Jem Ward mmel S0
until properly appealed ':;: by the us
| was agnin appesled to,
tory —a judgment in which, it is due
in the most honorable manner he

oomeur.  Several of Bendigo's frie Revanxs. — Porhay
wishod no advantage of this deg P offers  strongor
from the new rules to be taken iequences of vur

ing that » few more rounds must fin
the Deaf "un ; but the decision of the
feree was im) ive, and thus endel
contest which disappointed not only
ers of the Deaf "un but the adumir
of the Ring ’-nmul.ly. who anticipated
the Deaf 'un’s  different issue, o
lenst & better m With regard to
butting, of which we Lave no doubt,
impression is that it was done inteut
ally, and for the express purpose of

Tsticcusses, and

ured fresdom of ye

ced himelf beyond

bon winl advice, ~ He
inate, o

uing called forth ¢
hoos, bt in vain ;




