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NORTHERN MESSENGER.,

drawing from him an eloguent and pathe-

dignity of the House of Commons. In
addition to these troubles, he was sufferin

from a severe cold which made it painfu
and difficult for him to uplift his voice,

He was bound for Hawarden as soon as
the House adjourned, and it might reason.
ably be expected that he would take the
fullest opportunity of enjoying his rest,
The House of Commons adjourned on the
Thursday, and that same night the Premier
slept amid the ;:eace and rest of the woods
that encircle Hawarden Castle, On the
Sunday next he was standing at the desk
readingl the lessons ae if this duty comprised
the full labor of the week.

Whilst in the residence of Hawarden,
-whether in the long recess or during the
Lriefer intervdis at Easter or Whitsuntide,
Mr, Gladstone takes what he is pleased to
call a holiday—that is to say, he does not
within the space of twenty-four hours do
more work than an average of two men
might think was a foir allotment for them
Jjointly. :

Apart from official labor, his correspon-
dence is enormous, People write to him
just as if he were the Tmes. He is, perhaps,
alittle too easily drawn, and is now suffer-
ing from indiscretions committed between
1874 and 1880, During that epoch time
hung heavy on hishands, Hehad abandoned
the leadership of the Liberal party, and de-
clared that thenceforward he would devote
himself to literary work.

But Mr. Gladstone was evidently unhappy.
Not knowing what to do with a part of his
leisure moments, he commenced a practice
which soon provided sufficient work even
for him, He began to correspond indivi-
dually with the British nation, |

It is true that with a stern resolve to limit
particular opportunities, hé did not go be-
yond the use of post-cards, But these he
poured forth in endless profusion, and it is
probable that before the Disraeli Parliament
showed signs of tottering toits fall, one per-
cent of the population of the British Isles
was in possession of a post-card written by
Mr. Gladstone,

In the antumn of 1879 his restless energy
and his insatiable appetite for work were,
it may be supposed, fairly satisfied. It was
at this time he embarked upon what is
already known in history as the Midlothian
Campaign,

It was my fortune to accompany him

through that memorable journey, and
though long accustomed to witness his tours
de force in the House of Commons, I was
amazed at his tireless vitality, Take it for
all inall, that was, I should say, the happiest
three weeks of his life,
. It was, in its way, almost paralleled dur-
ing the winter session of 1882. This was
specially summoned with the object of ela-
borating a scheme for the better conduct
of Parliamentary proceedings, which threat-
ened to come to a dead lock owing to the
untamed activity of the obstructionists,
Mr. (ladstone took the series of Resolutions
in hand himself, earried them through pre.
liminary stages by the force of irresistible
cloquence, and then, night after night,
fought word by word, andgline by line, till
the proposed resolutions were inseribed as
Standing Orders,

Mr. Gladstone is, of course, nssisted in his
official eorrespondence by private secretaries,
As Premier hie has two, who find their hands
pretty full in the course of the session,
His oflicial resilence and work-shop are
situated at No, 10 Downing Street, an emi-
nently respectable, but somewhat dingy
house in acul de sac into which carriage en-
trance is obtained from Parliament Street,
Sir Robert Walpole was the first English
Premier who took this for his official resi-
dence. George II, offered to present it to
him for his private use, but Sir Robert
would accept it only upon condition that it
should be a heritage for the Premier of the
gnly1 It is here the Cabinet councils are

eld.

At Hawarden the same solid simplicity is
observable throughout the house, and in the
library where Mr, Gladstone spends most of
his time when within doors, Butthis room
is richly furnished with books, a wall-cover.
ing for which one would cheerfully dispense
with anything upholsterers conld do. The
large room, with its three windows and two
fireplaces, is literally built about with book-
cases, There are in this and other rooms
over ten thousand volumes. It may be
mentioned, in stlpRort of the foregoing con.
tention as to what Mr, Gladstone might have

tic protest in the name of the liberty and

been if he had not been a statesman, that a
considerable proportion are theological
works, .
Mr. Gladstone’s correspondence, official
and more especially private,seems to increase
as the days roll by ! "He is as methodical as
he is energetic, and each day sees its measure
of work accomplished. It would, of course,
be impossible even for Mr, Gladstone per-
sonally to grapple with his correspondence,
though he sees everything that is addressed
to him. His secretaries open the letters,
read them, fold them lengthwise, and en.
dorse on the back the name of the writer,
and the purport of his correspondence,
Occasionally he writes a letter in his own
hand, But thisis less frequent than befell

in 1874 to 1880, for Mr. Gladstone’s work
daily increases, and as he has more than
once pathetically reminded an inecredulous
House of Commons, his capacity for dealing
with it is shrinking.—Henry W. Lucy, in
Youth’s Companion.
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SUE'S CONVERT.
BY MRS. JULIA P. BALLARD,
Roger and Sue were excellent friends, but

and just now the earnest discussion came
near spoiling their afternoon’s pleasure,
They were both invited to alawn tea-party,
or lernonade-party, on the other side of the
little river which separated them from Floy
Garnett’s home, Roger wished to take Sue
in the ®Arrow,” in which they had more
than one pleasant row together ; but Sue,
after stepping into the boat, insisted that
Roger should take her to gather pond-lilies
at a point in a directly opposite direction
to Floy Garnett's.
“I told you I should not go to her party,
and I shall not,” she insisted, I declined
when sheinvited me, and she does not expect
it. I shall get out and leave you to go
alone, if you wish.” '
R “That would spoil the party for me,” said

oger,
““Well, it seems it has to be spoiled for
some one, I told Floy if she persisted in
having wine I could not come, *Just as if
you are obliged to take any!’ she said,
And when I told her it was not on that ac-
count, she said she should not alter her plan
on any account.” : . :
“Don’t you think you would show your
firmness more by going and refusing wine
than by staying away 1" :
“No. I have taken my stand never,
never o have anything to do, in any way,
with wine or any spirits. If I have any in-
fluence, no matter if ever so little, what I
have shall be against it. And I wish you
felt as I do about it.”
I don’t expect to touch any,” said Roger.
“No, but your presence sanctions_it, so
faras that goes. Thereisno one thing,I fully
believe, in this world that is to.day the
cause of as much sin and sorrow as drink.
And to hear good men talk, even some of
them I’ve heard in prayer-meeting, you
would think there wasno help forit, Now
I think there ought to be a law against sell-
ing and against drinking just as much as
against murder. For it is the very same
thing, often and often. And the only way
Isee is for those who do see the evil to
stand like a rock against it, So Lsay I will
never give my influence in any way orshape
toward it.”
“That's a good temperance lecture, Sue.
Pity you hadn’t a larger audience.”
#I should have if I could convert you.
The influence of one boy would count more
than you can tell, if you were strong, and
always strong, against it. I don’t see how
any one who reads the daily papers ean fail
to believe and act as I do.”

“Let us go for water-lilies,” said Roger.
And they did.—National Temperance Al
manac.

———————
PARENTS AND THE SUNDAY-
SCHOOL.

The Sunday-school teacher’s work is, as
a_general thing, a free gift from love to
Christ and souls, and all the more of a
blessing for such a reason.

Very frequently there are parents who
seem to think they confer a favor upon the
teacher when they allow their children to
attend school ; and very, very frequently it
is that parents simply permit, and that is
all ; they take no interest in and give no
aid to the school or teacher.. This ought
not to be! Parents should help the tench-
er, The Sunday-school teacher but sup-
plements the work of the Christian home.

‘Therefore,

there was one point on which they differed, |

Parents should cultivate a personal in-
terest in and acquaintance with the teacher
of their children. Such a course will both
encourage and strengthen teacher and
scholar, ) : o

Parents should interest themselves in the
lessons of their children, enquire ahout
them, talk about them, so far as possible,
study them, and show to their children that
they are watching their course. It is a
most excellent plan for parents to question
their children about the lessom, and thus
help fix in the child’s mind what the teacher
has sought to impress,

The parent should provide the child with
all needed helps, books, maps, etc. Every
parent should give his child a good, well-
bound reference Bible, for his own. One of
the small evils of the “ International Series”
is the formation of the habit of bringing
question books or quarterlies .or lesson
leaves, instead of the Bible, to the school,
Let the boys and girls all have Bibles, and
bring them to church and Sunday-school,

Parents should avoid all criticisms of the
teacher in the presence of their children,
—Rev, Smith Baker,

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Questfon Book.)
* LESSON VIIL—~AUGUST 22,
WARNING TO JUDAS AND PETER.~—~John 13:
21-28,

CoMMIT VERSES 30-33,

GOLDEN TEXT.

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall.—1Cor, 10: 12,

CENTRAL TRUTH,
Under the best inflnences mén may fall,
DAILY READINGS.

John 13 : 18-38,
Mattb. 26: 21-85.
Muark 14: 18-31,
Luke 22: 21-38, ..
1John 3 :1-24,
LJohn 4 .41,
John 18:1.97,

TiMe—~Thursday evening, Apriléth, A,D. 30,
The same time as the Inst lesgon, .

PrAacE—Aln upper room in Jerusalem,

PARALLEL ACCOUNTS.—With vs. 21.20,—Matt,
25 21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke22: 2123, With
v, 36-38,—Matt, 26: 30-35; Marlk I4: 26-31; Luke
22; 31-38,

INTRODUCTTON.—~After the washing of the
disciples’ feet Jesus reclines again at the table,
and the Passover supper coutinues, while Jesus
converses with his disciples. -

HELP3 OVER HARD PLACES,

21, Jrsus TROUNLED IN SpIRIT: indignation
and grief that one for whom he had done so
much ghould be so wicked, and lose his soul,—
a type of many others, 22 LOOKED ONE ON
ANOTHER: and asked, ‘'Lord, is it 1?” Luke
22 28; Matt, 26-22. Jach one thought of him-
self, not his neighbors, 23, WHoM JESUS
LoveED: Johu himself. 26, To WHon 1 SHALL
G1VvE A SoP: some of the unleavened bread
dipped in a sauce of bitter herbs. The head of
the table was accustomed to give this to all, and
50 Johu only knew what this giviog the sop to
Judas at this moment meant, 31, Now 1S THE
SON oF MAN GLORIFIED: his death, by which
he was to have the glory of redesming the
world was to bo the next morning, and he
would soon be with the Father, on his throne in
heaven., #3. WHITHER 130 YE CANNOT COME:
thiey must stay in the world a little longerto do
their work, Butin time he would take them to
himself, v. 31 (I11: 3)) 386, THOU SHALT FoLLOW
ME AFTERWARDS: he not only went to Jesus,
but by way of the cross. 88, See the fulfilment
in John 183 16-27. )

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY ~When and where was our
Iast lesson? How is the present lesson con-
nected with it? .

SUBJECT: TWO FAILURES.

I, THE TRAITOR,—A TOTAT, FAILURE (vs. 2]-
#0).—W hy was Jesus troubled in spirit! Which
one of the diseiples was a traitort What had
Jesus done for him that should have made him
goodt Ifpeople become bad now, must it be
against many good influences? What are some
of themy How did the disciples recelve thean.
nouncement of Jesus? (v. 22; Malt, 26:22)
How did Jesus point. out, to John who it was{
Who ontered into Judas after this?  \What does
this mean? What were the eflects?

Who is mentioned in striking contrast with
Judas? (vs. 23) In what way may we be dis-
ciples whom Jesus loves? With whatspirit are
such persons filled? (John 16: 7, 13))

1L, THE NEWVCOMMANDMENT (vs 31.35,)—How
was the Son of Man to be glorified 2 Whut com.
mandment did Jesus givo his disciples? Why
is it called a new commandment? Isit ensy to
obey? What things does it forbid? What
things would it lend you to do? What mark
distinguishes Christians from the world?

Iow was God glorified In Christ? Why did he
call his disciples little children? Is love the
only badge that marks Christinng as different
from the worldi Would it be good to have them
distinguished by dress or badges? Had there
never before been a commandment to love one
another. (Lev. 9: 18,}

1LL "' IMPETOOUS DISCIPLE,—A PARTIAL
FAILURE (vS. 86-88).—Where was Jesus going
that hig disciples could not follow him¥{  (vs. 33,
36.) Would they follow him there some timed
(John 14: 3) What did Peter think he conld
do? (v. $7.) How could he be so mistaken
about. himself? What did Jesus say to
him? Whoen did be do =as Jesus said}
John 18:1.27.) Did Peter repent of his acty

id Judas® act prove that he was not a Chris-
tinny Did Peter's prove that he was notf
What was the difference! Whoalone can keep

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

I. The sins of God's professed people bring
sorrow to his heart,

1I. Men may grow bad under the best infl.
ences.

11L, It is blessed to be a disciple whom Jesus
loves.

IV. We may be such, (1) by loving him; (2)
by living near him; (3) by cherishing a lovely
character, i

V. We can put ourselves under the influences
of Satan or of the Holy Spirit, aud the choice
will be followed by corresponding results and
rewards.

VI, Loveis the great law of the Christianlife.

V1L True Christians sometimes fall, bnt
they quickly repent and do deets meaot for re-
pentance, -

LESSON 1X.—AUGUST 20,
JESUS COMIORTING HIS DISCIPLES,—John 14
" CoMMIT VERSES 1-6.
GOLDEN TEXT.
Let not your heart be troubled : yo believe in
God, believe also in me.—John 14: 1,
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Jesus Ohrist gives comfort and strength to
those who believe in him,
DAILY READINGS,

John M: 1-M,
John 14: 15-31,
Rev, 21: 127,
Rov, 22 ; 1-21,
Rom, 10; 1-15,
Sa. Eph,3: 821,
8u,  Matt. 7: 7-11,
TIME~Thursdlay evening, April 6, A.D, 80
Directly aftor onr last, lesson.
PLACE.—AN upper room in Jerusalem,
PLACE IN TOE OTHER GOSPELS.—~Mnatt., 28,
between vs, 20 and 8¢ ; Mark 14, betweon vs. 25
and 26; Luko 22, between vs, 38and 39,
INTRODUCTION.~Just after the close of our
Iast Jesson Jesus fnstituted the lLord’s supper,
and then held a long contidential talk with his
disciples at the table, ‘Lo-day's lesson is a por-
tion of this discourse.

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. TROUBLED: by his death goon to follow,
and the power of their enemies, and their own
weakness, IN My TFaATHeRr's Iousw, ..,
heaven, God’s home., Perhaps it includes the
universe, MANY MANSIONS: dwelling-places,
onough for all; a varlety suited to all, 1 Goro
PREPARE A PLACE ¥oR YoU: hs will Le stiil
working for them though they do not see him.
4. YE KNOW: by remembering what he had
taught them. 6, LAM PHE WAY ¢ to the Father,
and to his heavenly home. Ho is the wny: (1)
his- life and character revealed to them tho
Father’s life and character; (2) his words taught
them about the Father; (3) his atonement pre-
pared the way, so that all ean go; (1) his chur-
acter drew men to himself to love and obey
hiim, and thus drew them to the Father; (5) by
giving spivitual life. 9. HE Trar AT SEEN
ME HATH SEEN THE FATHER : becanse he was
the express imnge of the IFather., Whatever
he was, or did, orsaid was [rom the Father, 12,
GREATER WORKS TH AN THESE SHALL Mg Do:
more healing of sickness; more sight to the
blind. More help to men has come through
Christianity than Christ gave on enrth; more
disciples are made than he made., His Gospe!l
has made greater trivn phs, wondertful conver-
sions, nations brought to Christ. BioAUsSkE
I Go Unro MY FaTHER: by his atoning
death he makes these triumphs. e is the
mighty Prince In heaven working in all his
chureh, abiding with Dbis disciples, and hot an
humble teacher. Men now see him in his
glory, and are drawn to hin, 13, IN My NanE:
as my representatives, in my service, as my
loving frieuds seeking my will,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—-What was our last lesson
about? Where were Jesus and his disciples?
What great saerament of religion was institated
between the last lesson aud this?

SUBJIECT : SOURCHES OFF COMPFORT AND
STRENGTH.

1. COMFORT THROUGH IPATTH (v, 1).—What
troubles were threalening the disciples at this
timed How would fuith in God give the com-
fort? MHow would faith in Jesus bring comfort y

11, COMFORT FROM AN ASSURANCE OF

HEAVEN (vs, 2, 3).—Whal was his I%ather's
house? What are the many maunsions?  What
comlort in the knowledge that they are many ?
To what does Jesus refer when he speaks of go-
ing? How did he prepare & place for us?
whobat is meant by his coming again? How
o these things comlort us?
1I1. Comworer EnRod CunisT A8 1iE Way ro
UK FATHER (VS d-11),—Where was Christ go-
ing? What is meant by his Leing the way?
The way where? How is he the truth?  How
the life? Show how it is that those who have
seen Jesus have seen the IMather, (Heb. 1: 3)
What is his argument tn vo 137 Whiat do we
learn about God’s charncter and works from
Jesus?

IV. COMFORT FROM TUHE lowrr or JESUS
WORKING IN 1'HEM (V. 1&—Whal works are
referred 1o here? W hal promise does he mnke
to those who believe? Why is it only to believ-,
ers? How has this promise proved true? What
comfort Lo us is thist

V. COMFORT IN THE PROMISE TO ANSWER
PRAYER (vs, 13, 14).—~What promiso does .Jesus
make? On whatconditlons? Isalltrue prayer
answered? In what ways? How is this a

comfortd
SOURCES OF COMPFORT.

I. Faith in God as the good, wise, loving con-
trolfer of adl things,

11, Falth in Jesus as our Teacher, Guide,
Savioury, and King.
111, The assurance of n home in heaven.
1V. A Saviour who is the Way, the Trath,
and the life,

V. A knowledge of God's character and works
in Jesus Christ,

vi. An ever-present Saviour working in us
mightily.
vIi. The assurance of an answer to our

us from falling?

prayers.
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