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CATIOLIC FAITH.

{. Tho existence of God is necessarily
the funadation on whiok atl Religion must
vést, Yo know that his world must have
fad & Creator, ufinitely powerful, intelli-
gent, and wise. W must in.him find the
Girst cause, or author oft all things 3 he
must necessurily Do self-cxistens. He
must be eternul,

9. Whoevonbelioves this much adm:its

that which is obviously true, and yet ma-
nifestiy.above man’s comprehension.  fle

admits the existence of an eternal, wel’ ex-
istent, infuite, all powerlul being, and yet
a0 man can form an udeguate notien ol
cither of. theso attnbutes. In heheving
then the existence of God, man believes
the plaicest truth; and it we can be sllowed
tho expressian—the greatest rehigious my s-
tery~ vizy the existence of a being whose
nature and the mode of whuse existence
are abrve his comprehension,—Thus,

3. Rowman Catholics belreve that o a
reasonable mind no question ever can arise
in religion concerning the nature and mode
uf sny fact whose truth Gud reveals, and
hence thatin the exomination of ductrines,
we must confine ourselves 1o the exanninu~
tion of the evidences that God revealed
them, and ot to raise any difficulty on the
geound that the natuge of the ductrine is
above the grasp of our’comprehension, As
juthe nstural world tself there are wn.
nrerable truths which are masifest to men

«f science and that yet are above the com-
prehension of the unlearned 5 so too there
are innumerable others, which are plain to

potent to ascertain the truth of what hej plicit Leliof in their truth,which involves a
reveals, and it is impossillo that the ciea- knowledge of the wine.s by whom they

ture shonld duubt the integrity ofthoCreaq 10 to La testifted,nnd an addnission ot the
tor. To doubt the compeioncy of this{autharity. of this witncss,

ay minds:

—r

dependene-and final in his decisions, would:

bo to suppose the exact shinlivude oftso my o,
Nor is the difficulty remuved

jatellects of higher orders than the humas,
&40’ they are beyond the reach of the mosli
ealightened of our fellow men :—and sures

witness would be gross absardity : to dotbs
his integrity would be blasphemwus lolly—
a wanton dehberate rejeetion of his testis
mony would therefore be unscasonnble and
irrelig ous.

. ..Ciutholi izn . . s
6 M‘°"’“""" R. Cittholies recoguiz 1a Kuowledge of truth, his- communis
in this witness the tight ond authority 10

demand the most unqualified assent of the
creature, for he is the Creatorswho madu
us w hst wo are.and fromawhom we receivs
ed all that wo have and to whom we owe
th e lomage of all our puwersy  When he

11 Thoe believe of Fuith is undoubting
and frev from the least fuar of errory e,
canse it rests upon a motive of infallibic
certainty—the outhority of God. Géd
being a teacher who communicates to man

cations are divine teaching, or doctrine :
and inthis, religious doctrino differs fiom
opinion, which-is a persunsion ofthe mind
without certain knowledgo, andin its-most!
respectable fornvand highest grude is only

by the suggestion thar the rule pruscrihed‘i,
the same tnench,  Th nratters other than of
temporal concerns, we have soen discords
ant &ediostile oprni ins «pring frow a somrce
atornal and “uuchiangenbly the sime.”
Fromthe variety of the human wind, we
may thoreforo expeet upon most subjects
constant conflicis of opinivns, until thery
is constituted sumo awhoritative standard

to which they maybe referced and cou-
formesl.’

Doubiless, the Guovernor alludes to the

founded on motives of great probability, workings of the Piotestamt Rule ofFanh;

vouchsafis 1o reveal any thing to his crea-  but which do not exelude reasonable doubt which gives to euch reader, or huarer, of

wres, it is not withow the ressonable obs
jeet of requiting its beliof.  In belioving
then what he deddares, the creature pays
10 the Cieator the homage of his-twohighs
est powers or faculties—that of the under-
standing and that of the will, and-to refuse
this would be highly criminal.

7. Rom. Catholics cali this homage of
belief—Faith ¢ they look upon it to be

most reasvnable, most necessary, highly.l of doctrine, and

useful to the creature, rebounding.to the
honour of the Greator, the proper source
of all religous knowledge, the most solid

j und which always leave some fear of error. the

12 The Funh ofCatholics is then con.
fined exclusively 1o doctrines—that is,

connexion with opinions, which are only
the sentiments of individuals, or the no.
tions of the judgments of men who are
liable to error. Hence when we treat of
Faith, we mean exclusively the belief
when wo treat of
doctriae, we mean solely and exclusively

those truths which have been reveuled by
God.

basis of morslity, the best protection
against superstition, the only ground of
hope, the nost apprepriate found stion of
cinrity.

8. Fuith is then, according 10 Cathos
lics, a divmne virtue by which man believeg
all that God reveals ;. tho motive of his
beltef: i the authority God, and not the
testimony of 0U'T 0.¥n SEAsES, NOC OUr OWN
reasoning, but we are induced 1o believe

13 The faith of Catholics does not em-
Lrace any portion of the sentiments of ins
"dividuals, or bodies of men, be their stas
tion, or learning of picty what it may :
nor does it embrace any of their judg-
'ments founded on reasening.drawn from
_premises of of the higbest probability—
1nor does it embrace the notions of any
1 created being or assembly. .

14. The phin principle of Catholic

ly the great Creator.of men and heavenly . Lecauso we scethat God is our witness,and | Faith then is simply—the uahesitating bes

Ueings of a Ligher oider, sres and uaders | we know that he cannot be deceived be-, lief of the testimony of God, and'the most
N . . . 1 . . . . .

stands much that is above the comprehien- | cance of his omniscicnce, and that he: can- | devoted submission to his divine authority.

sion of the most capacious created intellect.

4 Rom. Catholics believe alse that
this all wise and powerful God can in any
manner he pleases revenl to somo of his
1ntelligent creatures the fact, that some
things are true tho’ ‘above their compres
fiension, tho’ he does not enable them ful.
‘Jy to understand “*how this can be,” and
and in such a case his word is to them
sufficient evidence of tho truth theseof.
For instance, it is mysterious to man, or
sbove his comprehension, that God «an be
-eternal, yet when Gud assures him of that
fact by his testimony, man-—~thus certia
fizd,—reasonably concludes that it must be
frue, and that he not only. ouglit but is
bound to believe it. la like wunner,
when God communicates to ma« the fact,
that he has no material bedy, but is a spi-
ritual being, the man has but an exceeds
ingly vague notion of a spnitual.nature, yet
th - assurance of God is to man a sufficient
warrant for reasonubly admitting this niyss
feriaus doctrine.

not deceive v because of lus truth. and
sanctity.

9. R.Catholics dwnot admit of any dis-
tinction between truths revealed by Gol,
50 as 10 call some of them funddmental or
necessary or of less importance to believe
them than others which have been equaid
ly revealed by God, for his testimony is
cqually given for all, and his authority is
cqually great for each, and it would be
equally a deviation from. common sense
and of sound religion to supposu.the oblis
gation of -belief tv be less respecting one
than the othier. when both rest upon «he]
same basis.

10.  Moreaver,whilst Cathdlics require
for Faith a behefof all that God has re-
vealed, and refuse to edmit an exception
against any one revealed truth,they do rea
soaally admitadistinction betwevnsome re-
vealed truthe avhich they call principal,and

So far from ** enslaving or dcbasing the
human mind:""it enlightens the under-
standing, .it corrects the judgmen?. ele-
vales mind,snlarges the field of knowiedge,
and brings man to commune with his God
and learn wisdom from-his mouth.

The above remarks will, we trust, meet
the views of our correspondent who signs
himself—*¢ A HeARER 1N THE CATHE.
praL—Catholic Miscellany.
Necessity ofan Authoritative Tri-

bunal.

TheJadicial system of Georgia is pecu-
liar. 1t consists of several judicas,ries:
each of whichis presided over by a single
Judge, whose. decisions are independdnt
and fihal ; and who holds offive, not for
life, or during competency, but for a teran
of years. Whatever may be the advanta-
ges of such an organizaiiuvn, its evils are
many and manifest, and we can imagine

truths revealed by God, and hss no !

5 Itis the belief of Catholicsthat the
intelligent crcature to whem Gud: makes
such a declaration ix bound to belinve its
Leusth, and would be criminal in refusing to
Lelieve.  For in the first place the crea-
4ure is bound to act reasonably, and it
«7yuld be unrcasonable to refuse assent.to
aay truth made manifest by eyidence : bat

“here the ovidence is perfect, «a as much as
God-—whu is thewitness—isclcarly conln

+ exphcitly knowsa-gnl distinctly believed—

others not principal : -not that the first ared only+one, that huving the semblanco of a
10 be believed 10 theexclusion of tho others, ! avetems would<be more absurd - which
or in preferance 10 them, but bacanse from | would-e, to constis tte cach man, a judge

Wheir great importance they are the fust: of the-Law for himsclf.  Gov. CRawrono:
rudiments-of religious knowledge without| in his receat Message (which possesses the
a distinct acquaiotance with which all the, metit of baing both bricfund well worded)
rest are unintelligible.  Hence it is cequir- | has adverted.o thus mauter in the fullowing
ed that. theso principal mysteries should be. shors and pithy paragraph,

“Hxpericnce hus proved, that in the ad-
ministrative jusiice of every proplé, unis
formity of decision is au essential clement,
To supposo this result attainable undes

whlst in respect to many others, it is sufs
ficient tha: thero exists the determinaltion
{oleais thent as ‘occaston shull require, or

Bible, the license of interpreting it
meaning—and surpasses in preposterous.
ness,tire Judicial System of Georgia. Tl
lowing propositions result as coroltaries
from that principle ¢
1y ThatGed has established a Rulewhich
conducts, necessar’ly, to contradletory
convlusions:
2. That this revelations cannot be learned
with cerainy.
8. That it is not important 1hat they- shall
e
The Catholic Church, alone pissesses
an authoritative, and {what of mure con-
scquence) an iafuliible ¢ standavd,” 10
which * conflicts of opinion may be refere
red nnd conformed —J15.

Protestant Confessions of Faith.
¢ Habits, and prejudices,” says Mone
sivur Fernel, one of the pastors of Genava,
in a discourse, addressed lately to the
,consistency of that city,~~¢* habits, and
“prejudices, will, no doubt, for a cartain
{ength of sime, supply apologists for confe:-
sions of faith, Iiis, however impaossible
tthat, e.c long, men should not own that
"they are essentinlly ropugnant to tho spis
irit of the Reformation. Already has the
[church,. which was the first to admit the
t Reformation in Switzetland,—that of Zv-
rich,—tha: church so eminent fur its piety
—for above half a century past, suffered
them to- fall into disuse.- Already have
several other Protestant canions thrown
off the yoke. Already has the cliorch o
Barne greaily softened down the engage:|
ment, which once she required from the
-candidatesto the minisiry. Already, w:
several churches in Germany, the protes-
tants considers confussion of fuith, as 3
manyformulas,devoid ol any conscquence,.
which they are careloss about obserr
ing; and which, ifuny where retained, are’
retained mesely from a remnant of habit
Already have they left off presenting then!
to the pastors, in a great number of the!
churches in France. It is,- therefore; |
repeat it, impossible, that men should not,
are long, in all protestunt countries, ack:
uowledge the necessity of restoring 1o eve-
ry Clisistian individual that libesty of e
mination, and that freedom-of conscience)
which belong to all ; .and the jncontestiby
right of regulatingaheir belief by nothiss
vlse but the word of the holy Scriptuses.]
Tn this countzy; the cergy still soleme

a -3t their aceeptance of the 39 arlicles
sut, do they really believe in this sing
«ade?  uis, certa rly; diffionlttoima
jow they can believe it, ifit were onlyf

JRwoppottunity prasest itec}f¢ and-ag.ims -cleven jddigggg'x_f_c;,'qs_‘ég}:_Jx’a‘iripg a judge in

his plain reason, that it fs Jmposaib)
sodogand i, T T T e
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