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No àoôner was this mine of ecclesiastical trehsure made- known
than antiquarians availed themselvEs of -opportunities to, publilh
their contents, so .far as thejy were able, with fa6-siiniles of the
inscriptions. The first in. this field wau Father Bosjo, who spent
more than thirty years, from 1567 to 1,600, iii his explorations.
fie wrote a work on the Oatacombs whili Lie did not ]ive to
publish, but it àppeareci after his death! lu Italian, and 'a
translation of it into Latin,, by Father Axingî'hi, is one of the
standard wvorks upon the- subjeet. Hie was followved by oher
ItàJiau 'writeis, and subsequently- by Mi D'Agincourt, a Frenchi-
mani, who'-spent fifty years. in collecting and':ranig thé
materials for his work, which .,was also published after his, death.
And late public journals announce that a French savant whoc
had spent many years in his researches in, these toxnbs, lias
returned to Paris- 'wth an a;ccumulated -treasgure ýof fac-similes o)f
inscriptions, 'bas-reliefs, and other reniains of the primùitiýve
Churcli. Soý early was the work of 'cbopying and publishinà

tcommenced, and so constantly bas it been côniti-nued ýdowvn te th'é
tpresent moment, and'that to by g.uthors- of different ii'atiofxs,
who have ýso carefully scrutinized the publications -of their
predecessors, that the aexiuineness of those published cannot
be questioned.

Protestant xvriterîs were at. first inclined to suppose that
they 'had little- interest in tfiese -rematins, but by* 'degrees it
[began to be ascertained that 'the rude niementoes of the fitst
centuries of tfie Ohurchi exhibited a state of things ranch more, iià
Jacordance- With their views, and principlés than those -wvhiciï
prevail in the Chufch of Rome, axïd consequently nincl more
attentioný ha, been recently given to -them, paiticulaily sincé
thé excellent arrangement which lias been -made of the- most
'vahxabie insctiptions. 1-h the VaticaÉ. A large- i-qber- of. thèse
were copied by permission of the Papal aeuthoritieg. in 18941
by IDr. Maitland, *te whom. f. amn indebted,,,anông other things,
for the inscriptions I shaU lIereafter refer 'te, -ailthouglh -iny
recollections :of, thein .dialing myvst t'th Vtcnwen
li Rome ave 'énabledý me. te -verify maiy- as: cOrrespon ?ài
with those -Whl I saïw when on the ýspot.

But I ýhàyoV det«iùed in-y reâdets. long from: the tombs: theni-.


