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“IN HONOR PREFERRING ONE ANOTHER.”

[

In the profane world the confliot
in whioch honor is the vietor’s reward
is a severe, and sometimes & bloody
one. Not so in Masonry, Although
honor cannot set 2 leg or an arm, or
take away the grief of a wound, few
think, with Felstaff, that it is «a
mere scutcheon.” No; there is some-
thing solid about it. But Masons do
not fight for it (Templars might), nor
unduly strive for it, nor bend to any
meanness to obtain it, Oh,no. You
have often been in o lodge, or chap-
ter, or commandery? Yes. You
have seen many friendly contests for
station? Yes. You never, mean-
while, witnegsed any unseemly con-
duact? No. But what did you ob-
serve? Many notable events, of
which the following are & few:—Bro.
Brown has been a member of his
lodge for many years, always atten-
tive, always thoughtful end studious,
always eager to advance the pros-
perity of his Liodge. Some of his
brethren recognize his modest merit,
and resolve to reward it. But there
is an obstecle in the way. There is
another brother, who is young in Ma.
sonry, young in knowledge, young in
ability, but old in the ways of the
world, and old ab seouring pledges,
and he gathers about him a score of
spirits tep times abler than himself
in & peoulier ability, and the resuls is
he is elected. Take another oase.
An importert committee is to ‘be

raised, & committee whose action will
likely reflect honor on the chairman,
and his fellow-members. Who is
named first? The modest brother of
sterling ability? ILet us see. There
is one who is obtrusive, diffusive, per-
suaeive., He is a worker, an ‘‘influ-
ential member,” & valuable friend.
Let him have it. And so goes the
world (profane) =nlways,—Masonie
sometimes. Thus it is that some
“in honor prefer one another.” But
it may bs aptly replied, This is more
eesily said than done. True, most
things are. Saying is nlways easy,
and doing often hard, but the honor
is in proportion to the difficulty. It
must be confessed that the Divine in-
junction, “in honor preferring one
another” almost requires Divine aid
to enable one to oarry it into effect;
but it is worth the effort. We owe ib
to our fraternity, as well as to oux-
selves., If ‘America’s revolutionary
patriots, in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, mutually pledgzed to each
other their ¢lives and fortunes and
sacrad honor,” can Freemanszons do
less? A Craftsman’s honor should be
above price, and be tohim as a ¢on-
solence. 'What you may do with
honor, do it, but where honor pro-
tests, thet instant cease from doing,
Here, as in many another instance,
we may learn & Jesson from our sage
brother Robert Burds, In hisfamous
“Epistle to 8 Young Friend,” written



