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coinunniention, alnd thon they finid that they are often ealled upon to
perforim duties of which they know comparatively nothing, and to de-
cide ipoi qIuestions of wliich they neer heard, and with whose mnrits
they are wholy unacquainted. We spealk now more particularly of the
younger moemibers of the Grand L , wlose votes count just as mucli
as the veterans in deciding issues. When a question is propounded in
Grand Lodge, aci member should at once ask hiuself, "What is the
Law ?" and aci one should be able to answer for hinself by virtue of
his own dulities.

Take for instance the Grand Lodge of Missouri: Every Lodge char-
tered, and U. D.. las been supplied with the "book of constitutions,"
(unless lost il the mail), yet we honestly and fraternally asic each
Master and Wrarden, "[lave yo studied (not read) tlat book froi be-
ginning to end ?" Hfow many, we ask, enn answer "Yes?", We Ven-
turc not One in ten ca.

We imake this declaration purely from an average strulck fromt person-
al observation. We regret to make it, but we believe, that i so doing
we say no more for Missouri than may be saidi of every other Grand
Lodge in the world,-in fact, ve believe our state is more fortunate thian
many oth-r.,, for the reason that our proceedings show a more consist-
ant legislation than that furnished by mpany of our sister jurisdictions;
yettiis i. n.> excuse for any M'ister or Warden not knowing the law
and usa Ile. I is not merely enough fbr an officer to read the law, but
ho must study it. A. studentcould.not merely read Blackstone, Coke, and
others, and pass an examinatio in any court; he must study them, by
reading them over and over again, ycar after year, until the principles
are firmly fixetd on the memory and thoroughly understood. There is
not one man in a thousand who can read a code of law tirougi and be
able to remiember or quote it by a single reading, and even ii inany
readings the nind must be drilled by supposed or actual cases applied
to the text to get the principles fixed on the meniory in order to bo
able to ref*er to them in emergencies.

One of the greatest constitutional lawvers of thi country (lion.
James A. Bayard, of Deleware), lias made it a rule to read the standart
works through once every year, for nearly thirty years, and bas Szaid,
that at each reading he gathered new ideas;, even after lie knew tþen
-almost by heart, while VeL a student, preparing for the bar. What a
lesson is here for àfasonie legislators and exccutors of the law, whîile in
office! Not oe in a hundred of cur fellow eitizens bave ever read a
law book or code ofstatutes through in their lives, but they are dairy
-called upon to vote on laws which ma.y afet the imost sacred riglts of
t1eir fellow citizens. Tley have not time to read ieim after the legis-
lature assemlblies, hence they have to begovern by the knowledg"e of
others, or by their own comimon sense. Any legislature is fortiunate if
it contains even a lialf-dozen mon who are thorougljy posted, yet all
could be if they wuild only read the secular press i which the publica-
tion of laws is authorized b thel stataies themselvds. Any citizi who
lias the brass and ambition to run for the legislature. even as a political
iovement, siotild have brains and liberality enough to buy and study
the constitution and laws of his State, so that w'hen he lalkes his seat, ho
miay be prepared to do justice to the honorable position he asumes.
Now. while a legislator is not expected te judge and to execute the law,
he is le:s culpable than amember of aGrandi Iodge wiho, notonly makes
saw, but executes it in his ofiicial capacity whîen presiding over a Lodge


