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already parsed, so to speak. This with ours, and are at best useful as
suggests another thought, namely, niaterial for exercises in nentai
that the Roman who would use his gymnastics, or as subjects for idie
language properly must have had curiosity, then will the pupil be lit-
a perfect knowledge of the function te likely to see anything attractive
of every word in his sentences, in this study. Si vis me fiere,
whereas the English writer or dolendur est priur ipsi libé.
speaker is under no such necessity. says Horace, and the precept vould
Rash, indeed, wonld it be to pre- seem to be quite as true of the
sume that all our public speakers teacher as of the writer. On the
who ure even such simple sentences other band if, filled with a proper
as " T ie river was nearly three hun- spirit of admiration for the manifes-
ered feet broad" could give the tations of mental development of a
words three hundred feet their proper high order which are exhibited in the
case endings, were that necessary- literature of ancient Greece and
and yet we neyer find a Latin author Rome, the teacher sees in the
slipping on succ ground. In view mythology of those peoples true and
of these facts I believe we may,< in often beautiful abstractions instead
regard to many points, properly of senseless fairy tales ; if he
iold up Latin as a model language realizes that, spite of the cruelty

to our pupils, whise at the same and wrong, the grossness and
time we do not fail to point out immortality of those times, there
those points in which the English were, nevertheless, among those
language is decidedly superior to it. peopes the seeds of al the virtues
These are chiefly the greater rich- which adorn our present civiliza-
iess of its vocabulary %vhich tion ; and that their failure to solve

admits of the expression of ideas, the deepest ethical problems of hu-
especially abstract ideas, with much man life, as they assuredly did solve
more precision in Engish than in many of its intellectual problems,
Latin, and the greater directness was, in the circumstances, inevita-
and freedo in expression, owing be; then may the humanistic value
to the absence of inflections and of even the giited portions of Latin
the consequent flexibility of the Ian- authors read in our High Schoos
guage. be for bis pupils by no means in-

In the higher forms, too, some- considerable.
tbing may be done to cultivate a In these suggestions-for in spite
taste not oniy for the best literature of their didactic form in some cases,
of Greece and Romne, but for much a style into which a pedagogue is, I
English literature that is strongly believe, peculiarly able to fasl, they
tinctured with classic lore that the art intended for nothing more-I
taste for it depends on the taste for have attempted to present my con
the latter. Here, again, enthus ception of some of the chief aisn
iasm on the part of' the teacher wini and most useful methods for the
be the key to unlock for the pupil teachers of Latin in our High
the door leading to this temple. If Schools.
by his manner and words the if discussion of this subject sha ,
teacher leaves on the mm d of the as is not improbable, bring out
pupil the impression that these better methods, and more ration ai
things are but antiquated relics of aims, I shai be among the first to
an age which had litt e in common a adopt them.
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