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*Tni this depditment of our journal we shall
drequently bring forward similar cases to.those
we have justiclated, and shall endeavour-to
obtain license from the parties themselves to
‘merition nimes and other citcumstances, by
which means an unlimited credence will be
attached to the facts and cases we illustrate.

It undoubtedly speaks volumes fora country
4vhich affords ample means of investing capital
did producding wealth, at a time when the
markets of most of the civihzed world ig over-
stocked with, capital, and the staple products of
tho'soil and manufactures. Canada abounds
with these means, and only requires an influx
of capital and skill to make it a most desirable
cquutry to live in. .

) GYPSUM OR PLASTER.

. Gypsum is the third prinapal sait of Lime
which exerts a powerful influence on plants,
and i8 one of he most valuable of all our
mincral fertihzers. Much varety of opmon
hias been entertained respecting the wanner in
which it exerts its influence or produces its
cffects on plants; and these opinions cian
scarcely be said to be harmonized, even at the
present time. Davy was inchned to consuder
it & direct food for the plant, as it is found, to
sone extent, in those plants on which steaerts
‘the most power. Chaptal referred its power
to it3 stimulating agency on plants, produced
by its‘action when dissolved an water-  Liebig
ascribes ifs value to its giving a fixed condition
{6 the nitrogen or ammonia which is brought
into the soil, and which 15 wmdispensable for the
nutrition of plants. Dana, to the action of the
lime and the acid of which the gy psum 1s com-
posed on the organic matter and silicates of the
eoil. Ile says—« It seems almost mcredible
that so minute a portion of mineral &an act at
all; yet huw beautifully isthe result explamed
by the piinciple that plants decompose first
this salt; the lime, for plaster is a sulphate of
limg, then acts on geine, which is thus ren-
dered soluble ; winle the acid, the ol of vitrol
or sulphunc acd, ammediately acts. on sihi-
cates.” It scems very probablo that-no single
one of these suppositions will be found able 10
account in full for the action of plaster. “Ihat
of:Mr. Dand appéats to approach as neasly to
« soliition as any of them, if we extend lus term
silicales so a5 to embrace those combinations
formed by-the union of the acid of the gypsum
with ammonii, after its scparation from the Jime.
If-the action of plaster was duc to 1ts fixmg
amimonia alone, then it ought to be equally
cflicientat all times and places, which it cer-
tainly is not ;-or if it acted directly as nutriment,
then its action would be as constant as that of
Totted snanure or compost, which farmers well
knoiv is not the case. Plaster does not act as
usefully in the vicinity of the sea, as in’the
interior; and on beavy wet soils, is scarcely
feltatall. Light. sandy soils, or loamy oncs,
are those on which plasier acts the most sen-
sibly ;- and clover, luceme, potatoes, cabbages,
and theleguminious plants, such 2s peas,vetches,
&c., aie the vegetables on Which .exerts the
most powerful influence.  Itismuch valued as
2 dressing for wheat, not somuch, perhaps, Jor
its difect action” on that plant, although thatis
not trifling, as for its eflect in secutingand pro-
moling the growth of the clover and other grass
sceds, usually, in wheat countnes, sown with
thiscrop. o marked is the influence it exerls
inthis respect,-thiat plaster, clover, and wheat,
are always associated in the mind of the most
successiul wheat growers; and its use is the
most extensive in e beést wheat growing dis-
fritts"of our counlry:  In the mintg~of maiy,
a senseless prejudice hadexisted againgt plaster)

on the ground that it the more speedily exhausts
the soil, and that the heavy crops at first ob-
tained were the price of ruined furms. It js,
doubtless, true that the man whouses plaster on
his farm, who takes from hiszoils 41l he can get,
and returns nothing to them, will seon find his
soils worthless enough. He who intends to
farm it in this way, should aveid plaster; but
let any fanmeralternate wheat and clover ; hus-
band and apply hismanures; feed offhis clover
in his ficlds, ot to his stock in their stails; let
him not spare his grass seeds in seeding, or his
plaster in dreesing, and his farin will never run
down. Such men need not fear plaster.—.Alb.
Cultivator.

THE BENEFITS OF INDUSTRY.

There are many persons who, regard every
species of labour as an evil. Children are
often unhappy, because they must study in
order to acquire knowledge; and men and
wormen sometimes complain, because they must
sow before they canreap.  To all such persons
I would tell the allegory, which may suggest
the lesson, that industry is a blessing and indo-
lence a curse:

« There was once, 1n the city of Bagdad, a
little boy who was poor, and obliged 10 carn
his daily bread by reaning flowers 1 a small
garden ~ As the price of flowers m that luxu-
rious climate 1 extremely low he was com-
pelled to be very mdustrious in order to obtam
necessary food and clothing.  But still he had
good health, and ate his meal with high relish
and satisfaction. But this was not Jus greatest
pleasure; his flowers were a perpetual source
of enjoyment. They were /us flowers; ke
planted them, %e weatered them, pruned, and
nurtured them. Besides all this, they were
the source of his livelihood.  They gave hun
bread, shelter and raiment.  He therefore Joved
them as if they were his companions.  He saw
them spring out of the ground with pleasure;
he watched the budding leaves and unfolding
fowers with delight.”

But at length discontent sprung up in his
mind, in the evening of a hotday, hesatdown
in his garden and began to murmur. ¢ Iwish,”
he saud, «that flowers would plant, prune,
and tend themselves. I am tired of this inces-
sant toil.  Would that somegood genius would
step in, and bring me flowers already made,
so that J. might s’)c saved all this trouble
Scarcely had he uttered this thought, when a
beautiful being stood before him, and said,
« You called me, what do you desire® «1
am weary of my employment,” said the oy.
I live by cultivating flowers. T am obliged
to toil day by day, with unccasing industry,
and T am only able to obtain my bread. If'1
mistake not you are a kind and powerful
genius, who can if vou will give me flowers,
and save e all this toil, and save me all this
trouble.”

«Here ™ said the genius, holding jorth a
fan of feathers, « take this; wave it over the
carth and the brightest blossoms of Cashmere
will spring up at your bidding.” Saying this
the spinit 3cpartcd.

The boy received the charmed fan with great
delight, and waved it over one of his flower-
pots: A bud immediately shot up through the
soil, gradually unfolding itself, and in a few
moments a béautiful moss-rose. blooming and
fragrant, stood before him?!  Ineednot describe
the transports of the little gardener.  He had
now no labour to perform; a few sweeps of
his fan brought lum all the flowers he needed.
He, therefore, spent his ume 1n luxunous mdo-
lence.

Things went on very well for a fortnight.
Bat now a_different kind of weariness began
0 ¢ ver him.. e lost his dnterest, like-
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wise, in the flowers; he saw to beauty in
their bloom; therr odour Lecame sickening.
The poor boy was unhappy, and he begun -to
munpur. <[ wish,” sud he, ¢the gemus
would comg back and tuke away this Joolish
fan” In 2t moment the bnght being was
standing by Ins side. o

“]lere,” said the hoy, handing forth the
fan, «fahe back the chatmn jou gave me!
forgive me sw cet guniug, hut T was nustahen,
"The wearinees of indoleuce i fur worse, than
the weariness of industry,  Iloved the flowers
which were produced by ny own skill and
care; but things which cost nothung are worth
nothing. Takeback the charm, and leave me
to that htunble happiness which my own in-
dustry can secure, but which your potent spell
would chase awuy.”

TO PRESERVE QUINCES

Quinces, if very ripe, are best preserved in
the following manner: Pare and cut them in
slices, an inch thick—take cut all the cotes
carefully so as lo have the slices in the forin
of aring. Allow 2 pound of nice white siigar
for each pound of fruit—dissolve it in cold
water, having a quart of the latter to 2 potnd
of sugar, then put in the sliced guinees, and
let them soak in it ten or twehe huws. Put
them into a preserving hettle, and put it on.a
moderate firc—cover then over, and let the
quinces boil gently—there-should be more than
cnough syrup to cover the quinces. When a
broom splivter will go through them casily,
take them from the fire, and {urp them out
In the course of u week, turn the syrup from
thein, and boil it down, so that there will be
just enough to cover the fruit.  When not very
ripe, pare and cut the quinces either in rings
or quarters, take out the cores and boil them
in_clear water, till they hegin togrow tender—
take them up, and strai ihe water in which
they.are hoiled—put in ¢ither lrown onwhite
sugar—add w litle cold water.  Whentluke-
wann, put in the whites of ‘two eggs and cla-
rify it—let it cool, then put in the quinces, dnit
boil them slowly for hadfan hour.  Keepthern
coveied over while koiling, if youwizhitohave
them of a ligh! colour. Turn them out info
pots as soon as preserved, and set them in 2
cooi place.  Look at them in the coutse of &
week to sce if they have fermented—if <o,
turn the syrup from them, boil it, and turn jt
back while hol. ‘Ihe parings and the coreg
of the quinces can be used for marmalade, with
a few whole ozes.  Some people prefer to pre-
serve the quinces with the cores, but thesyrup
will net look clear.

The following is a cheap method of. preserv-
ing quinces, and answers very well for common
use :—Lare, halve, and tahe out the cores: of
the quinces, and boil the paungs in new cider
till soft.  Strin e cuder, and for five -pounds
of quinces put in a pound of brown sugary a
quart of molasses. “Yte beaten-white of an egg !
clarify it, then put in the quinces. There
should be rather moré than cnough cidet 10
cover the quinces, as it.wastes o geed deal
while the quinces are boiling. The peel of an
orange cut in small pieces, and botled \with
them, gives the quinces a fine flavour—~Gen.
Farmer.
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Tanacisation.—Rightly directed, wisdy uéed
imagination is the greatest gift and blessing of
intelectual man, It raises his fastes, soften
his feelings, purifies his desires, ennobles. his:
nature, digifics his life, and tranquillizes . bis
death! To him who -has imagination well>
directed, the whole universe and all-its vicissi=
tudés e but one nstrument of eternal Tisic;:
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at every touch.



